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KUALA LUMPUR: Farmers must be
serious in their undertakings to
become succe$sful and prove that
farming does not have to have to be"
overty.
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The Prime Mmrster ‘made the appeal,
based on the sterling performance of

- Nafas, “which  made a profit of -
RM28.5mil this financial year, up -
166.2% from last year's.

He also commended Nafas, estab-
lished in 1972, for its efforts to help the,
708,355 members mvolved in agro-
based industries.: ,

However,. he.added, farmers must
c¢hange their mindset to . think like .
~ businessmen and not depend ' on he

Government forever. : e
““If you can shift tothis- mrndset 1 ““I'believe we have the strength to do -
believe there will be renewed interest - alot of things and to develop blOtECh-‘
in the agriculture sector,” he added: "+ nology companies which:ate ourown,”

Earlier, Abdullahsaid ‘while it was,< - he told reporters’ after ‘chairing the =
easy to attract big biotechnology firms iotechnology International Advisory
to Malaysra the;Government felt t anel (BiolAP) meeting her esterday.
developing its own human-capital to “Itiis not just about placing big com-
do reseatch and other related biofech- ~ panies here to operate. We need to use -
nology work was important. . the resources. that we have

BiolAP; <set{up as part of the: Govern-
ment's move to promcte biotechnolo-
‘ omprrses leadmg international -
 figures academicians in
e, healthcare and industrial

gy
Abdullati‘said the AP members felt
that the country’s biotechnology push
‘was going in the right direction, esp;e—‘

Farm S told to change mlndset and shed ‘poor’ st|"i

cially:in spurrrng the economy :
" He also said research and develop-

ment - should - be- given -attention  to
make Malaysia more competltrve in
biotechnology. .

The role of Mardi and the Palm 011 |

,Resegfrch Institute - Malaysia ‘must be
’ enhanced to produce quality research

he added.



