THE World Bank defines good gov--

ernance as “epitomised by pre-
dictable, open and enlightened pol-
.. icy making, a bureaucracy.imbued

" with a professional ethos acting in
furtherance of the public good, the .
rule of law, transparent processes, -

and. a strong civil society partici-
pating in public: affairs”,

Ifthis definition is applied to any E

‘public- sector organisation’ — ‘gov-
ernment departments and statuto-
ry bodies in Malaysia -~ can you
name one which would meet the
standards required? -

Sadly, none. And yet we contin-

. ue to hear the same old phrases — -
“good governance”; “transparency( .

and accountablllty’%
“justice- and. fairplay”;
people s interests”;
and in the recent past, -
“opentiess”.

Are they cliches cre-
ated for convenience or
are they just tools of
deception by our pohtl—
cians? Are they serious
when-they pul-these chches in
their speeches or are they being useds.
to create a sendiri syiok feehng"

The way things are going-and
being done, “good governance”-is
an alien word and itwon’t take long
for some tunnel-visioned leader to
ban it'as a “rehc from the colonlal
past”.

He or she Would claim that it

originated from what was the Great

- Empire and would comé up with a:

ridiculous  argument that-“valies
from that country where:they. eat
fish-and cths isnot sumable to ours,
where rice and curry is the staple
food”

message is driven home,; those

present in the: rent‘a—crowd audi-+"
ence, will give a thundermg_
applause giving some sense of

- respectability to an absurd theught

“of a self- proclanned natlonallst
(Even the ISO standards have not

been spared with the the United - -

‘States being the bogeyinan.)

Where do we 'go from here? A

person no less than the Prime
Minister has said fte wants to

know if somethmg is wrong and that

‘he will accept eriticism.

He was: “quoted by the Bangkok
Post as saying: “You want to-speak
_the truth; by. all means, I have no

problem You want to tell me -

‘somethihgis wrong somevvhere, tell

‘me. Tell the leadership the truth. I

am happy for people to help .me
“see things’ that are not doing well”

Unfortunately, 1t appears that ~ o

- the law and get-away with it? How
Behmd the Jacade of repor'ts pnnted on

- glossy paper, supported with graphics,
are departments that are rotten to the =~
core. So rotten that some don’t even have
a decent filing system, which results in -

: letters belng not even acknowledged

Wh1le he Wants to be-told What)ls‘

wrong, those below him in gov-

~‘>e1ng;ent circles do not want to be
" told an{thing, resulting in the trith -
“being withheld.

z

-They wantto continue giving the
PM only the good news and what
these people think will be music to

his ears. They withheld information
(read trith) and they want fo give.

the impression that their ministries;

- states, departments and agencies are -
- Tunning without any hitches.

Behind the facade of reports

- ‘printed-on glossy paper, supported
‘with:graphics, are departments that
;. are Trotten to the core. So rotten.
To enswre that the: anu—colomal T

that some don’t even have a decent

filing system, which results in-let- *
1ers being not even acknovvledged

The Auditor-General’s report is

“an’ indictment of the nonsense in,

governmﬁnt departments but it’

" ple.

- \Wlielewé
businessas usual promouons déc-
orations and overseas: trips.

And then there are the kmg—mak— )

ers and the litile: Napoleons who
seem 10-be intoxicated by power,
and ‘money to.a certain extent.
They make the rules. Laws made
by parliament are put aside-and their

cown set of rules and regulatlons

come into play. Who is there to ques:

“ton:them?.

- Acase in pointis- t]ae Port Klang
assemblyman ‘Datuk Zakarla Mat

Deros. ‘After breaking a. series of - -

laws, he is touted as a “good leader”.
" The mentri besar says his. ser-

vices are stilt needed but for what? :

R

Showing the: rakyat how to- break:-

good can a leader be when he can- -

not obey’ s1n;1ple laws of the land?

] Where is the good gover-..
nance” factor‘? ‘Where is the trans-

parericy? Where is-the account-

ab1l1ty‘? Where'is the rule of law?

“What we need.is a firm: hand fo'’

deal with them, irrespective of

. their colour, creed, position or the

prefixes before their names: g
We need to make examples of
people in high places who misuse

molly-coddle law-breakers and
send the vvrong message to the > peo-

Every rlght mJnded citizen of: this
country will not condone anyone or
any action which will réflect badly
on society as a whole, but thére are

. a few in power who th]nk they can

get away with everything they: do =
legally or otherwise. -

-and abuse their power:Instead, we.

Good governance starts atthe -

- first level of government — the local.. -
-authority. But if even the budget is
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~{f a ratepayer

‘cannot even
know how
much is spent -
onfillinga
pothole, anyone
who -

propagates that

we are
transparent’is -
lying through
his teeth. -

decreed-as secret, what transparency =

are we talking about? -

Ifa ratepayer cannot even know.

how-much is spent on filling-a pot-

hole, anyone who propagates that"

“we are transparent” islying through k

his teeth.
And yet, some of these liars
demand to be addressed as Yang

Berhormat or “Right- Honourable”.

Not only aré‘they doing injustice to - :

the office they hold but also make'

‘a mockery of the terms of address



