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KUALA LUMPUR: Umno Youth exco mem-
ber Mukhriz Mahathir should be more objec-
tive and be able to differentiate between his
position as a party member and as the son
of a former party president, said Umno
Supreme Council member Datuk Seri Syed

- Hamid Albar.

He said it would be good: for Mukhriz to

apologise to Prime Minister Datuk Seri -

Abdullah Ahmad Badawi for hlS remark last
week.

"Once we become party members, one
of our pledges is to give full support and loy-
alty to the party. We have to separate
between our love for our family and for the
party.

“Whatever we.do, if it could affect the
party’s good name and interest, we should
take an objective action and view," he told
reporters at the islamic Arts Museum here
yesterday.

Earlier, he launched a book titled Hamas

* Unwritten Chapters by Palestinian Dr Azzam

Tamimi, director of the London-based
Institute of Islamic Political Thought.

Mukhriz had reportedly said during the
Umno general assembly last week that he
was a “little bit” disappointed with the pres-
idential speech; claiming “it offered nothing
new"” and was “an address [Abdullah] deliv-
ered lastyear”. .

He drew flak from Umno Youthfor making
the remark, which deviated from the move-

ment’s position supporting the president. * -
- Syed Hamid said Umno, being a democ-

ratic party, respected the member’s right to

criticise, but added that it should be con- -
- veyed through appropriate channels as the
- - failure to do so could weaken or create prob-

lems for the party.
“It would give a chance for the Opposition

o run Umno dosvn. We must be wise in man-

aging criticisms. As party members, we have
to be loyal to the party but it does not mean

~ we do notaccept criticism. -~
“Criticism has its limit, ways and meth-

ods. He should use the right channeis to

ensure the party i lS not affected,” he said.
He noted that Mukhriz's comment, made
openly, did not add value to the party.

“We will be:seen to be not united arid, =

have norespect for our leaders,” he addg

When it was suggested that Mukht:
perhaps willing to sacrifice his party po:
for the love of his father, Syed Hamid said ¢
one candispute the fact thateveryone
his or her parents.

“But; thereare two platforms here, fami- -

ly-and-politics. The one for our family we

should keep it within the family. In the party] - -

we are bound by regulations and the consti-
tution,” he said.

Asked whether the situation could be
resolved if Mukhriz apologise to Abdullah,

Syed Hamid said it would be good for himto

do so as a show of respect for the leader.
“We do not like people to insult Mahathir,

(he) being an elderly person and our former
leader. Likewise, Abdullah is our president
now, whereby all of us come under him.

- "Sp, it is nothing wrong for him to offer an

apology. He wilinotbe downgraded fordoing

50, he added. : :
mno Youth chief Datuk SeriHisham-

muddin Hussein said in a news report yes-
ay that Mukhriz had a day or two to

phnary action,

Syed Hamid, who is also fore|gn mlmster
was asked to commenton the Netherland's
recent proposal for alaw to prevent Muslim

,aln hisremark to the movement SeXec- .

women from wearing the nlqabﬁuﬂ -face vetl)

in public places.. -

He said this was-an unfair treatmentf &

rationale for the proposal.”

~adding that he could not understand the -



