reeognlse thls of the h1s or:
ical: person of Jesus, then it should:
be no surprise to us’ that he was put
to ‘death-for the message he p!
'»clalmed :
Indeed Jesus® hfe as-a v1smnary :
: and revolutionary continues to res-
: onate unul today Such is the powe
f

continue ot eelebrate. Chrlstmas t
commemorate his birth.

is year, several Malaysmn rev-: ety against dlscrunmatory £oV-

i ‘ernment p011c1es in the 1980s, and

_“was involved in the 1987 mass gath—

‘1n -at Tieh Hou Temple

Tact that Atheir livés w
yursuit of truth accou
i triak. Tt was durlng his

These were: the Malaysmn

‘the KL Sel‘angor;(ihinese

" Assembly Hall’s Chinese

Resource -Centre and Civil
Rights Committee were setup.

‘The latter remains vocal on
- human rights issues.

» Abdul Razak Khalifah

"(1938-2006) ; -

A political activist, Razak

joined “the now defunet Parti.

Rakyat Malaysia in 1959, and
rose through the ranks to

become a central working
* ‘committee member. ‘

He.was active in trade

unions and social justice,

issues. He was-the organis-
ing secretary of the United
Malayan Estate Workers’
Union, and a participant of the

historical Asahan rubber

workers’ strike.
» ML.G.G. Pillai (1959—2006)
A journalist, M.G.G. was the

first Malaysian to receive the

prestigious Nieman
Fellowship. Apart from the
Malay Mail, he also worked

- for several reglonal media,

including Reuters in Singapore

and the Far Eastern Economtc’

Review.

In 1990, he was banned
from Smgapore for criticis-
ing the government. He was

known as a Malaysian pioneer’

in -online journalism when”:

“in 1995, he started the first

Internet news group called

Sang Karnicil where he posted
commentaries and analyses
of current issues. He later

started-his own Web site, ..

www.MGGPillai.com.
» Bishan Singhr (1941-2006)

" A'consumer activist and envi-

ronmentalist, Bishan found-
ed~ the Sustainable
Development Network,
Pahang and led the Federatlon
of Malaysian Consumers’
“Associations for four terms.

He was —appointed
Malaysian Environmental
NGOs chairperson and was
senijor adviser for a Food and
" Agriculture OrgamsaUOn pro—
gramme.

He was a recipient of sev—

-eral-state and government

awards, including this year’s

‘Langkawi Award, and was-

named one.of DiGi’s Athazing
Malaysians this year.

", »Rita Raj (1944-2006)
For over 30 years, Rita was a -

staunch supporter of women’s
rights-and- women’s repro-
ductive and sexual rights. She

was involved-with various
women’s groups, nationally -

and-internationally, including
", the Womei’s Aid Organisation,
the Boston Women’s. Health

*- Collective, the World Health -

Organigation, and the United
Nat10ns Development Fuand for

TN

Women.

Her work he}ped 10 1nﬂu—
ence leglslatlon on domestic

.violence in Malaysia.

» Tan Soi Kow @ Umar
Tan Abdullah-(unknown
D.0.B- 2006).

known as “Ah Tan”, Umar Tan

- was a “reformist”. vvho went
“ ‘o the streets with thousands :
-of other Malaysians in 1998 to

protest the jailing of former

Deputy Prime Minister Datuk
~ Seri Anwar Ibrahim. He was’
- aParti Keadilan Rakyatmem-.

ber;and an orgariiser. -
We may not know any of

‘these fellow citizens, and:

some may not even agree that

they were-revolutionaries |

but these were Ma]aysmns

who, noretheless, tried to..

make a difference ‘to right
the wrongs in society, often at
high: personal cost.

In my mind, they don’t
need 1o be Jesus Christ for-us

An-activist who was. fondly

to remember them for the

- lives they chose lo. live.:
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Jacqueline Ane

) @luzves _
~that you cannot-euautival on
a moving irain. isan assis-
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