by zainon Ahmad

SHORTLY before the conveningof -
the present Parliament in 2004
and about a year following that,

new world-class and independent
_ legistature rising from the ashes of
+ 'the 10th Parliament. Today, the

dream may be in tatters.

- While there were already
afew cynics then, the-enthusig
that had gripped almost the wh
nation is understandable followi
the ushering in of'a new adminis

tration led by the very personable

Datuk Seri Abdullah- Ahmad
Badawi as prime minister. -

He was going to ensure H
the executive, the fegislative’s

the judiciary are equal partnersin;,
governing the country,Fhe integri--

tyof each would be enhanced'and
for parliament, this meant a round
of reforms to have its integrity and
independence: restored.

For those versed in matters of
government and parliament, the
declaration conjured up a vision of
a truly independent legislature,

one which would no longer be

seen as an appendage of the exec-
utive branch of the government;
but which is able to make |ts own
decisions.

They VISuahsed a parnament
which rio longer perfunctorily vets
proposed laws of the executive
branch of government; as it does
now, but is very much involved in
the making of those laws. :

+ The new MPs also looked for-

ward to playing their role, like other -

legislators elsewhere, in drafting

proposed laws or hills and there- -

by giving true meaning to their role
as lawmakers. ‘
'/ “Should all these things hap-
: |

.. Samad. (BN

pen, parliament would becomé
meaningful and relevant to the
rakyat.again,” said Datuk Shahrir

Timur), who was returning to.

Parliament after losing his seat in

1999, dared: dream. He was’

amongthose enthusiastically
promoted ea of parliamen-
tary reforr eflect the new
“imood so-that Id-class parlia-

ment wouldindeed be created.
© Some saw it as important for:
the Parliamentary Services Act:.-
1963  which provided for the.
-Malaysian legislature to conduct’
its own administration, staffing
and financing but which was uni=’

laterally repealed by the previous

- Speaker, the Iate Tun Zahir Ismail,

tobe revived. -

Kit-Siang and Datuk Zaid
Ibrahim (BN-Kota Baru) and some -

others did not thirk that it is vital.

To them:it is fine to have parlia-

ment conduct its own affairs but

.Whatis moreimportantis the atti-
tude of the government towards.
the legislature ~whether it wanted

it to be an independent institution

-or amere appendage of the exec— ]

utive.

Many suspect that the govern--
ment’s attitude has not changed.’

Forinstance, attempts to get the
Parliamentary Services Act rein-
stated were very rudely snubbed.

. There is now a senior

r Baru) just after

World_cl a

there was alot of euphoriaabouta -

servant
administrating parliament.

MPs are not allowed to vote-
‘according to their conscience,

especially on an Opposition
motion even if it was only to cen-
sure one of their colleagues for an

‘inappropriate action.

Shahrir did, but-was not sup-

" ported:by the others aftér what ’
happened to-two of their col- -

leagues. As a consequence he had
to resign as chairman of the BN
backbenchers club: “l wanted to

- see integrity among MPs but sadly
-I'was not'supported,” he said,

explalmng his reason for quuttmg
in May this year.

The motion, even had |t been
carried, ‘would not have brought

the government crashing down
but would instead have strength--
ened: |tsmtegntyand givenit much v
- moral Uprightness.

~Sixteen women senators-ha
opposed the islamic Family Law
(Federal Territories)}(Amendment)
~ Bill 2005 butwere told by Minister
in the Prime Minister's Depart-
ment Datuk Seri Nazti Aziz that the
government would take note of

their grouses but “the cabmet did
not allow senaters to exercise con-

science voting on this issue”.
*-The MPs thought that as elect-

ed‘representatives of the ‘people

and ‘under the “new gpenness”,

they enjoyed a certain: freedom i
and were therefore free to vote -
- -according to their-ceniseience on
- -issues that wouldnot hurt the gov-

Two.government MPs - Datuk -

Mohamed Aziz (BN-Sri Gadirig) and

Kinabatangan) - were censured for
sUpporting an Opposition motion.

They defended thieir action by say---

ing that they owe it-to their con-
stituents but finally accepted the
reasoning of the whip. -

‘Datuk Bung Mohtar Radin(BN-_

Some BN MPs were still uncer- -

tain that the'government was not

kindly disposed towards those

wanting to vote according to their

conscience even if this-was |

already amply demonstrated by.

what happened in the Dewan

- Negarain Deeember 2005: -

2006

t still a

requested for government MPs to

- be given greater discretionary.

powers to.vote on motions fabled

in parliament. ttwas.a small revolt.

. But Abdullah shot this down,

. saying party members have "no

leeway or freedom to do as they
like™.

Kit Siangblamed the lack of will

to change to the “brute majority” -

the government hasin the Dewan
. Rakyat. The'BN-controls 91% of the
seats in the 219-seat House.

terms of making the.country’s par-

but which are gradually making

mittee systems - the life-blood of

) visés government administration.

“ernment gains more.confidence in

 itself, the little tentative steps it”
But there are certainimprove- -

ments, which may nétbe muchin -

“liament a world- class legislature, .
the practice of demaocracy a little .

‘ - more participatory.
Thereis therevival of the com-.

" integrity.

i) \‘

dream’

Ieglslatures in Brltam and the

.United States—which generate all

kinds of activities in parliament
building even when the. Iegrsla-
tures areinrecess. .

" For “instance, the Public
Accounts Committee - under
Shahrir's.chairmanship is a_pow;
erful-and-feared panel that super-

There is hope that as the gov-

‘takes towards giving the rakyat

* greater opportunity:toparticipate

inlegislation would eventually lead
it to making.greater strides
towards creatmg alegislature with
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