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AF the general election is called in 2007 —many are-
saying that it would-even though:the government .
-mandate does notran-outtill early 2009 - how would :

;- the political partres fare?.. -
- Theansweris obvious and does not requrre much
l gazing attealeaves.”
Hardly anyone is drsputlng that the: Barlsan
Nasional is going to win'again butitis unlikely towin

. thet number of seats itwon.in 2004 +199 outof 219. -

umno, with 110 seats, is still the dominant party

" inthe BN cOaIrtron ftmaylose a few but not tothe :

‘extent of weakenrng its. dommant posrtron in the
o coalrtlg)n ’

: Many have argiied that the kensybrandrshlng and :
l - chestthurmpingat the récent Umno. assemblywasto

demonstrate tothe Malay masses that the partyisin

[ command and remains.their protector against.the:
demands of: thoseoutsrde theircommunity. -

A much—quotedexa’ ple of the. chal-

fenge the community facesisthe -

case -of the nine-non-
~Muslim cabinet
mrnlsters

Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi callmg s
-for a review of laws that affect the rights of non- ..
Muslims. -
Hrstory has shown also that whenever there |s a. -
crisis in Umno, there would be somewhowould-use
the racial andreligious cards to promote thelr caus—

es, and the causes of the party.

In Auguist and at the height of the spat between :
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah-Ahmad Badawi. -
‘and former-premier Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad, -
deputy Uriino Youth chief and the prime minister’s
son-in-law Khairy Jamaluddirirked his colleaguesin
the coalition parties when'he said non-Malays would
take advantage when the Malays are disunited and- *
weak. :
~.-Healso made another remark, thatthe Malays in:
" Penang had been marginalised. He refused to apol-

*’oglse even-when his statement had ¢aused an

uproar and was heavily:criticised in the. MCA and‘
_ Gerakan annuial assembliesin August. - - k
.Be: that as it may; many think that Mahathlr S

_scathing attacks on the prime minister, his familyand-- -
« his administration. have caused-rifts in Umno and E

-putAbduliahin a very defensive’ posrtron .
But Umng; with-its succession planin-place and

' its appeal to the Malay masses maybe only a'little -
diminished, is still generally seen as a strong party.

" S0s MCA; Umno's oldest partner, under its young: -

j leaders-andled by Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting as presi- -
dent and Datuk Seri Chan Kéng Choy as his deputy,

. Ttwon 31 parliamentary seats not orily:because

~-the DAP, which-also claims to champion Chinese

causes, was seen as Cooperating with PAS buit also -

*"becatise the MCA Was:able to resolve many of the:
, Issties facing the community. -

" So'was the tase with Gerakan, which also gen-
erally champions Chinese causes and whichwon 10
parlramentary seats out of the 12 it:contested. The -
party is strong and stable wrth its succession plan in
place, : .
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 The guestion that is berng asked is whether the
MCA and Gerakan have managed to retain their

_appealtothe electorate justas-Umno has retdinedits. .
" influence over its members and supporters, .

“Canthey. satlsfactonly explainto their members

- and supporters the recent controversies over such
issues as the-extension of the New Economic Policy, -
.the position of Islam and the anti- Chinese stances
- _ofsomeUmno speakers at the recent Umno gener-.
" alassembly?-

Thereisno: mrstaklng the anxiety and feelings of
concern among leaders of these two.parties. Some
feel that Umno, as a senior partner and leader of the

coalition, has not only not -helped them but has let

them down.

MIC is a strong party led by a strohg Ieader Works -
Minister Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu,.and had recently -

elected anew deputy, Datuk G. Palanivel, who would
most likely take over the helm in the not-too- dlstant
“future.

i The 70-year- -old Samy had been president smce' :

1979 and seemsinno hurry to:step down. He seems
to be unperturbed by recent developments WhICh
are challenging MCA and.Gerakan. .

But close associates say that he is very much con-
cerned with what is happening; especially on such

. issues-as the destruction of temples, and following
the deaths-of former Muslim converts; the tussles -

between Islamic authotities and their family mem- -

.

bers for the bodies of the deceased persons. ':,if;‘

While there is much thatis gorng onbeneath the’

* surface in'Sabah, the general view s that the Umno- .

led Barisan Nasional government is widely accept-
edandis unllkely to be challenged by another coali-
tion. :

In'Sarawak; party politics is becoming tumultuous :

again. Some attribute this tothe leadership crisis in
the dominant partyin the state BN-the Partr Pesaka
Bumiputra Bersatu (PBB).

PBB's long-time partner, the Sarawak Unlted
Peoples Party (SUPP), Suffered a massive setback in

&
+

the recent state polls, losing eight seats - one to
Keadilan and seven to DAP - of the 19 seats it con-
tested. )
..The setback alsoled toa showdown intheparty -
‘but matters have settleg’ now with the decision by
party chief, Tan Sri-George Chan, that he would-not
- seek re-election after his two-year term ends in 2008
“lInthe opposmon ranks, the DAP may benéfitfrom..
‘the growing disaffection the electorates have with
the way the government had handled issues relat-

" ing'to the debates on'the NEP and Chinese schools.

" ©The party seems strong and.united and seem-
~ingly without internal strife. It was heartened by its -
 seven-seat win in the recent Sarawak elections and
some of the leaders see it as a precursor of a better
performance in the general election. .
‘Another Tanjung project? But the question that
is being asked is whether it will work with other par-
ties in order to win a meaningful number of seats. -
- PAS, meanwhile, has been quiet. Will it go for
another round of image-change to make it accept-
ableas a coalition partner of any’ other party?

the wind out of PAS' Islamic-state sails;
fnake a tactical retreat from its long-termyt ;
-~ a retreat that may make it more-am able 1048
lilNorkmg arrangement Wlththe DAP?

who ls banned from contesti
because of his conviction for
“out'some other plans which )
untilthe elections are announced:

Another question is whether Abdullah wrll call the
general election before Anwar qualifies of it does not:
really matter to him whether the former Umno
deputy president and depty PMenters the fray ornot? -



