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MALACCA: Being the second .
smallest state in Malaysia hasnot )

stopped it from taking the lead.
Malacca’s latest milestone  of

enue for ‘last year received ac-

knowledgement from Prime Min-

ister Datuk Seri- Abdullah Ahmad
- Badawi yesterday.
The - prime minister, who at-

tended the state Hari Raya open

house at the Malacca Internation-
-al Tra.de Centre here; said Malac-

ca’s revenue was the hlghest in

the country.

“Being one of the sma]lest states

in the country hasnot prevented it
from achieving big things. -
~“Lastyear, Malacca contributed

the hlghest revenue to the country

and this is a proud achicvement. -

“I congratulate Chief Minister_

Datuk Seri Mohd Ali Rustam for
this achievement.

“Malacca, although small and -

seemingly without major indus-
tries, has managed to collect the
highest revenue. In most of the

~ Although

o

small,

~ Malacca has
pulling in RM1.6 billion in tax rev-- - ‘

shownand
proven that
-itis of hlgh

~ value

' Datuk Serl Abdullah Ahmad
Badaw: i

| S
g

- other states, the revenue is not as

high.” Perhaps ' something was

‘done by the state government to -

enable Malacca - to - collect the
hlghest revenue.

“Although small, Malacca has’

shown and proven that it is ofhigh
value,” he said to the applause of

NoT— \\\\qu

" some 10 000 people who attended

‘the open house.

. Abdullah, who was accompa—l
_nied by his wife, Datin Seri Jeanne
Abdullah,

later = Teceived 37
haemodialysis -machines  from
various compames state govern-
ment agencies and the prlvate

- sector. . .

-~ Theywould be given to the Pu-. .
. tra Specialist Hospital to cater to

- ‘702 kidney patients.

Abdullah and Jeanne also pre-

senied duit Raya to orphans and -

single mothers who were special
guests at the event.

- Earlier, in' Kuala Lumpur, the -
- prime minister said the history of
telecommunications in the coun-

try was told in the transformation

-of the: modest Telecoms Depart-
" ment to Telekom Malaysia Bhd

- “We see the transformation his-
tory of TM from-one position to

another, moving up the value .
chain and today, TM is a global _
company,” he said after launching
" the. commemorative book Trans-

Jorming A Legacy at TM head-

.- quartersyesterday.
“The latest: strategy undertaken -

to separate the fixed line business

* from the mobile business is a very

important move by TM for the fu-

- ture of the telecommunications-
industry,” Abdullah said.

After launching the book, Ab-

~dullah was presented with a 1930

antique telephone, which was. snll

“in working condition.

The 227-page Transforming A

" Legacy, traces the development of
- telecommunications in Malaysia

since the 1870s, when telephony

_ was{irst introduced.

It recounts the humble begin- -
nings of the industry, from the
days of telegraph to the preva-

. lence of telephone lines, until to-

day’s mobile networks and Inter-
net technology.
TM chairman Tan Sri ‘Radzi

“ Mansor said the book was the first
‘tobe written on the telecommuni-. -

cations industry and was commis-
sioned to commemorate the 20th
anmversary of TM’s privatisation. - -
“Theiidea was prompted by:the
need to enlighten Malaysians on
its history and. contribution to- ~

.. wards the progress and prosperi-
ty eurrently enjoyed by the na-.

tion,” he sa.ld



