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‘FACE the consequences This
is the warning from Datuk Seri
Abdullah  Ahmad--Badawi-to
those intending to take part in
today’s rally by “Elections Re-

form -Coalition” (Bersih) at
Dataran Merdeka, m Kuala

Lumpur. "

The prime: minister said a
confrontation - could occur.
since the organisers wanted to-

proceed with the illegal gath-

ering despite pohce s refusal

toissue a permit.

“Usually when the police say
no and they still go ahead with
it, surely something bad is go-
ing happen. Look at what hap-
pened in Terengganu,”
said, referring to the Batu Bu-

-ruk incident in which two op-
"position supporters. were in-
jured after Bersih held a ce-

ramah without a pohce per--

mit. -
-He sa.1d what happened in

oTerengganu was unaccept--

able and the “wild” behaviour

of the rioters was not.the.

Malaysian way of practlsmg
" democraey. -

~“They are cha]lengmg the -
patience of the rakyat who
want this country to be peace--

ful and stable. That is what
they are challenging, notme.”

Abdullah said when police

took ‘action- against demon-

* strators, they would: run into -

“shops, stalls and cause a ram-

page, resulting in businesses

shutting down.

“It is them (the demonstra--

tors ‘causing a disturbance)
and not the police. If they fol-

“low :the law, these things

would not happen,” he said.

he -

" the way to demand change.
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demonstrations must not be a

" nuisance to others. -
- “Pepple must-not be aﬁ‘md :

The shop owners must be able
to operate freely and not be
troubled  (by :illegal gather-
mgs) " he said. :

The . Umno - presxdent saJd
takmg to the streets was not

“The people are - able-to

make changes in a peaceful

manner. It is a weekend and

people” want ‘to” go out with -
their families; they dre caus- -
. ing problems for the people,”
he said in his -winding-up -

speech at the Umno general
assemnbly yesterday. .
At a press conference later,

Abdullah said the gathering, if
it took place, would be asked

to disperse.

“As I 'have stressed they «

must. have. permits. issued: by
the police. The police make as-
sessments before deciding - if

perml’rs should be issued. A

‘no’is a ‘no’;” he said.
The prime “minister saldi

- some of the opposition’s de-
. mands had been met by the

. statement .
should “begin to uphold con- -
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Electlons Commlssmn suchas

* providing transparent. ballot

hoxes and the use of indelible
ink. “They always like to put.

the blame on the EC but when
they knew they could not win

in an election, they decide to

~boycott it, as in the case of the .
" BatuTalam by-election.

~ “But they entered candi-.

" -dates in Machap and fjok be-

" Abdullah* sa.ld the govern-«:,
ment -had to- saféguard the
“people’s freedom of migve-
~.ment and security, and that -

cause they thought they could -

- He said the BN had accepted
{ts defeats, including in Kelan-
tan; and was prepared toface
the people again in the commg
‘generalelection. -

“How could the opposmon

claim the EC is unfair to them |
- when they -formed the state .

‘win,” said Abdullah. The: BN ]
-wonbothby-elections.” .~
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government in Kelantan, then -

lost to the Alliance and cameé:

people to tell us what p

want. The people in Kelantan
did not wa.nt us, what could we -
do?” i

*  back to power? We want the -

_This,- Ahdullah said, was )

_ testimony that the EC was not

controlled by the BN. Abdullah

conference .-~ whether - the

" demonstration could lead to a

possible-crackdown similar to.
‘Myanmar’s. - His response:
“Malaysia is not Myanmar”.
On the Human Blghts Watch
that  Malaysia.

stitutional ‘guarantees of free

speech . and - assembly. if it

‘wanted - to " count - itself a
demoeracy”, ‘Abdullah . said .

. the’ countrys laws must; also

be respected and observed.,

was_also asked at the preds
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