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Prime Minister Datuk Sen Abd h Ahmad BadaW| W|th UN specral envoy Ibrahim Gamban in Putra;aya yesterday Gambarl isin Malaysna as -

part of a regional-tour to meet /

B By Sonia Ramachandran -
sonia@nst. com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: Asean and the

" ‘United Nations must work togeth—
ér to resolve the Myanmar crisis,

“UN special envoy. Ibrahlm Gam- »

‘barisaid. -

Gambari, here on a two- -day

visit to muster regional support
for a tougher stand-against the

Myanmar junta, said he held sub- -

stantive discussions with- Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ah-
mad Badawi yesterday.

“We are both looking at how

Asean can support and comple-

ment the role of the secretary-
general in this area.
“We. appreciate the strong
statement coming out of Asean
" but now-is the time to work to-
gether for concrete results.
“I carry written special mes-

‘sages - from Secretary-General

Ban Ki-moon to the leadership of
these countries.

“We’re hoping and counting on

their support and co-operation,”
he said at Wisma UN.

Gambari said Asean was im-
. portant as Myanmar was a mem-

-ber and also because it mvolved

serious. - dissues. - ‘ne
with.

an interest in peace and stability

and the democratisation of Myan- -

mar should exercise it.”

He said his role was to garner

support to encourage the Myan-

- mar - government to - address. -
grievances on the economy, poki-

tics .and somal situation in_the
country.

On what exactly Asean should
do, he said: “Since Asean has ex-
pressed very strong support for
the role of the secretary-general
and made very strong statements,
we want to goa step further.

“We don’t want the secretary-
general and myself to be left
alone. A sustained engagement
along the lines. that-we’ve been
saying would be welcome.

"~ “What form it should take, we
leave itto Asean.”

" Hesaid he would not ask Asean. 4

to suspend Myanmar s member-
ship.

He-said. the main obstacle to
bringing about reconcﬂlaimn in

) eighbouring :
‘ countnes would have to dea,l

“We beheve all those Wh() have

ean ieaders and dlscuss the Myanmar crisis. — AFP. pucture

' Myanmar was the ahsence of dia-

logue between the government

“and pro-democracy’ leader Aung
~~San Suu Kyi.

“We need to remove that as an

obstacle: This is the only way to .
begin to’address the challenges - .

facing the country.

“This dialogue has to be aimed

at promoting national reconcilia-
tion that is all-inclusive. I feel all
those who can contribute to find-
ing solutiens to' the challenges

faced in their country should be ‘
a]lowed todosoinfreedomandin °

peace.”

Gambari, who will visit Indone-
sia, India, Chma and Japan, said
the UN was trying to encourage a

‘change of behaviour in the Myan-

mar government towards dem-
ocratisation and respect of hu-
manrights. -

Myanmar’s. junta said yester-

day it had detained nearly 3,000 -

people during a crackdown on
pro- democracy protesters, add-
ing that hundreds remained in
custody and that it was hunting
for others.

- The official statement from the

junta was published on the front

“page of The New nght of Myan-
‘mar, a government mouthpiece.

“Those who led, got involved in
and supported the unrest which -

‘broke out in. Septémber were |

called in and are bemg interro-
gated.

“Some are bemg ca]led in for-
questioning and those who should
be released will be.”

The statement. said 2,927 peo-
ple had been arrested since the
crackdown started and nearly
500 wereincustody. -

In their last tally of arrests, re- -
leased on Oct 8, the junta said
nearly 2,100 had been arrested.

Everyone released from cus-
tody was required to sign “pled-
ges”, the statement said without
elaboratmg

The junta has said 10 people
were killed when troops fired into
crowds of peaceful protesters
during -the . Sept 26-27 crack-
down. :

Diplomats and dissidents said
the death toll was higher and that

" up to 6,000 people were seized,

including thousands of monks 7

- who led the rallies, according to

the Associated Press.



