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SINGAPORE Despite pressure from the United
" States-and European Union as well as human. -
rights organisations over Myanmar’s military
rule, Asean leaders yesterday signed the his- -
toric Asean Charter that would bring the 10ze-. -
, gwna.l member countrles closer 0@ rules——

' mtegrated Asean to ernsure - competmveness

_ that would benefit about half a‘bﬂhon people in

the Southeast Asian region.

“Asean will be seen as an entity that will en-v -

able more development projects as well as con-

-vincing Asean dialogue partners to foster closer .
co-operation. This will also ensure Asean will -
be amore stable region,” he said here yesterday
after signing the document that is expected to -

come into force when all- member counmes rat-

1fy1tw1thmayear - '
For the pastfew.days, there had been doubt

about the consensus within Aseanwhen Myan-
mar once again became the focus, in particular
when the US and EU expressed -unhappiness
" over Myanmar s slow process of democrausa-
tion: - -

On Monday mght Asean leaders took a few
- hours during their. dinner meeting to decide
- whether United Nations special envoy Ibrahim

withits dialogue partners. -
Southeast Asian diplomacy prevalled when
_ host Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsieri Loong

midnight that- Gambari would not brief the
- Asean or EASleaders, and that Myanmar would

community on its own:
“on track, they discussed: various issues
their retreat yesterday and came out to S
charter and other documents. =

nomic blueprint would enable Malaysm to par-

ticipate in many projects in the region, and even' i
. -without direct participation, it would be able 1o

investin viable projects.

“By being-a rules-based entlty 1 beheve
Asean Wﬂlﬁnd ‘abetter way o ensure success in

_economic programmes.” ...

§ er-stipulates that Asean member

countrles adhere to the rule of law;, good gover-

‘mental freedoms, promote and protect human
rights and social justice.

Member countries will have to ensure peace-
ful settlement of disputes, non-interference in
the internal affairs of member countries, and
respect for the right of every member state to
leadits national existence free from external in-
terference, subversion and coercion.

Tt-also establishes an Asean human rights

‘body for the promotion and protection of hu-
man rights and fiindamental freedoms.

~However; decmon—malﬂng ‘would be by con--

sultation and consensus. This means that in the

~eventof: the ministers notreaching a decisionby -
..consensus, the matte would be brought up to .

the Ie%der‘s

Itisthen the prerogatlve of the leaders to de- '

cide how a decision can be niads:
- The summit will also now be held tw1ce annu-

ally.” According to sources, one.is for the 10-
~Asean leaders only and thé other, the Asean’

Gambarishould brief Asean’s East Asia Summit -

made an-announcement 15 minttes before -

- deal directly with the UN and the international |
After the Asean leaders put the sumnnt back

-nance, the principles of democracy and consti-
“tutional government, have respect for funda-

Abdullah said the chartér and theAsean eco-v -

yesterday — Bernama plcture

ings: )
The charter prov1des that ‘
* The Asean secretariat ' will be empowered
with two additional deputysecretaries-general
- with the rank and status of deputy ministers; "
* The establishment of a committee of perma-

nentrepresentatives o Asean in Jakarta to sup-

port the work of several Asean councils as well

as take over most of the other agencies’ func- -
tions to reduce Asean meetings which now

number about 700 annually;and, .- .
* The establishment of dispute settlement

mechanistis in‘all fields of Asean co-operation. -

'If a dispute arisés which indirectly affects the

-meémber countries;: the. mechamsm could be
used tofind a solution. e

The “One Vision; Oneldentlty One Commum-.

-Besides the*As charter, the leaders s srgned
the econemic blueprmt with the goal of creating
an Asean economic community by~ 2015

- through having a single market and production.

base. It will have a free flowof goods, services,

mvest{nents and skllled labour, and 4 freer ﬂow\

leaders w1th the1r dlalogue pa.rtners Atthemo-
- Ient, the annual SllHlIIllt combmes both meet-

Prlme Mlmster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi S|gning'the Asean Charter' in Singapore

of capltal with eqmtable economic develop-
ment and reduced poverty and socio-economic
disparities. .

The leaders also SLgned a declaranon on ch-

,\mate change ' and *the  environment which

among other things; agreed on better coopera-
tion to tackle the haze caused by forest fires in
Indonesia.

They also- expressed support for the UN cli-

‘mate change conference to be held in Bah next

month

ty” slogan at the 11th Asean suminit in Kuala .



