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we have practlsed all theset
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* PUTRAJAYA: The spirit of caring
and sharing has-always kept:the -

nation together whenever its uni-
ty was tested, the prime mlmster
said.

Datuk - Seri Abdu]lah *Ahmad

Badawi said inhis Christmas mes-
sage that for the country to con-

tinue moving forward strongly, it -

* was paramount-for the people:to
always put the country’s interest
before other narrowly defined de-

- mands.

~Malaysia, he said, had for the

past 50 years enjoyed the peace

that prevailed due to sheer hard

work and the strong sense of re-

sponsibility of its people.
However, he said, some had in

recent times tried to lnstlgate un-

rest;
“4Q0ver the la.st few months nar-
row-mindedness and intolerarice,

propounded by a small group,-
- have served to test our faith in

each other..

Therefore in celebrat’mg
Chrlstmas today, I am happy to
note that Malaysians of all faiths

continue the tradition of shar-
ing and c’armg, a‘tradition that.

years..
“Despite all the rhetorlc the
great religions of the world prac-

" tised across Malaysia share many

universal beliefs.

. “None is more ;evident than'
our central beliefi 111 the power of -
-love and compassmn Abdullah

sald

seen over the years how love and
compassion had-heiped to break

so helped the less fortunate and
ma.rgmahsed

“In moving forward we must ‘

He said Malaysra had mdeedv ‘

'all beheve _that Malaysm is truly~ _
8 greater than the sum: of herri

arts.”

Abdullah said 1t was in this
spirit, as the people celebrate -
Christmas, .that their thoughts
must also go out to-the unfortu-
nate and all those who face hard-
shlp at this time, such as the flood
victims:

“Let uslend a helpmg hand to -
those who have to spend this fes-

" tive season in great adversity-
downracial barriersandithad al- -

“Lastly, let me take this.oppor-
tunity  to- - wish: my - fellow
Malaysians of the Christian faith

a very happy Chrlstmas



