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KUCH]NG Prlme MJmster Datuk
- Seri -Abdullah’ Ahmad - Badawi -
~ thanked the ‘people. of Sarawak
~and Sabah for uniting in celebra-

‘tion- of the 50th anniversary of

- Merdeka on Aag 31, although the

two states only attamed mdepen-r | 5

dence from Brltam on Sept 16,
- 1963 and then joined the federa-
tiontoform Malaysza SRR

“I must thank the - eople Qf
- Sarawak and Sabah for their SpIrit
of togetherness." The people” in
Sarawak strongly feel and under-
stand the spirit of Merdeka..

“Even thOl;tgh we know that -

Sarawak and Sabah did not attain Tuariku Mlzah Zainal Abidin (centre) |0|ﬂned by (from Ieft) Chléf Mmister Tari Srl Abdul Taib Mahmud

~ their independence in 1957 but in
1963, we accept both states with
equal status and accord equal fo-
cus.in our quest 1o, devel()p our
country IR |
“I am sure the people in
~ Sarawak and Sabah would agree
that there has been grea,t develop-
ment in every field since the for-
~mation of Malaysia in 1963. I as-
sure you that the government,
gwes equalfocus to all in this coun-
try,” Abdullah told a crowd of
~more than 35,000 at the state sta-
 dium here, :
At the Malaysia Merdeka cele-
brations, attended by Yang di-Per-
‘tuan Agong Tuanku Mizan Zainal

Culture, Arts and Heritage Minister Datuk Seri Rais Yatim, Yang Dipertua Negeri Tun Abang Muhammad
Salahuddm Abang Barieng (partly hidden) and Prime Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi,
‘touching a crystal ball to mark the launching of the Malaysia Merdeka celebratlons at the State Stadzum in.

Kuchmg Iast mght

development corridor in Sa,ra,wak
‘would bring opportunities to the
people, pa,rhcularly the younger

genera,tmn L

“Our modute . of development
would cover every field but human
~capital development is our prime
focus because we want to make
sure that our younger generation-
is prepared to face future chal-
leﬁges with confidence. =~ -

“l am sure our younger genera-
tion would be a united force with

“rived from Sydney af’ter a,ttendmg
the Asia-Pacific Economic Co- -0p-

eration meeting, said ‘the world

leaders he met during the gather-
ing were elated with Malaysia’s
success since gaining mdepen-
dence from Britain.

“We must keep this tradition of
workmg tﬂgether as a famﬂy m- -
tact.”

Chief Minister Tan Sri Abdul
" Taib Mahmud, in a speech earlier,
said the Malaysia Merdeka, cele-

Abidm and Raja Permaisuri Agong the capabilities to take our beloved brations marked the victory of

- Tuanku Nur Zahirah, Abdullah

said the eventual mtroducuon ofa

naty:}zz to greater heights.”
The prlme minister, who ar-

- leaders like Tunku Abdul Ra,hman
whe had the vzswzz of a umted

Malay siar o

Sa,ra,wak is 1ucky to be part of

'Malaysm and to be enjoying the

fruits of - development brought
aboutbya caring government.”
Yang Dipertua Negeri - Tun
A.bang Muhammad = Salahuddin
‘Abang Barieng, who celebrated
* his 86th birthday yesterd&y, was
also presentat the ceremony.
There were performances by
- Annuar Zain, Dayang Nurfaezah,
- Mawi, Milla of AF5 fame and Aza-
rina. -~
There were also cultural dances

"-andpatrmtic sangs o
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