Datuk - Seri
 Badawi underlined the nnpor--: __
,*“tance of a smooth nnplementa-__.
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GEORGE TOWN The Penang
" Global City Centre (PGCC) prOJect
- will stand out as a global icon that
" can help spread out econonnc
'-';growthmthe country. - -

- The RM25 billion high- end com-

 Tnercial cum residential undertak- -

ing:on the sprawhng Penang race
" ‘course in Batu Gantong will -also
~- become a catalyst for deyelopment

f.-.m the Northern Corrldor Econom- o

1c Region. -

~o7 In stating this durlng 1ts ofﬁmal
'-._launch yesterday Prime Minister -
Abdullah Ahmad.

e “He. made 1t clear that there

- lays in"the 1ssuance of approvals
for the pI‘Q]eCt o

< "This is an nnportant pI‘Q] ect
o 'Wthh can help spur economic
" growth in the country and not only
- limititto the Klang Valley.

“Penang is an important- gate-

- way in the north and-we need

“world-class facilities to attract in-.

- vestors to set up their busmess and
j___factorles here,” he said. - |

‘The prime minister said he was

- “happy that the project, to be devel--
- oped by Abad Naluri Sdn Bhd, an

associate company of qu.nne Cap-

. ital Bhd, had : been carefully
planned and hoped 1t would start
to take shape soon.

He said the company ‘had ob-

- talned most of the approvals and

 only needed to get a few other de-
tailssortedout.

B | hope the rest of the approvals

| will be given quickly by the Penang

‘government,” he said, addlng that-

“Chief Minister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu

~ Koon should also ensure the suc-
- cesstul nnplementatlon of the pro-
ject. -

“Abdullah later thanked the -

- Penang Turf Club committee for

- agreeingto give up the land for the
- PGCCin 2002,

- “This proj ect would not have

. taken off if they d1d not agree (to

- give up the land).”

Abdullah said the pI‘O]BCt also

~showed that the government was

[" . N

should not be any unnecessary de~ |

£

Datuk Serl Abdullah Ahmad BadaW| Iaunchmg the pro;ect Wlth h:m are (from Ieft) Abad Nalun Sdn Bhd
“chairman Datuk Ser; Kamal Hashlm Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon and Equme Capltal executwe chalrman Datuk

| Patrlck L;m

The launch at the E atorlal
'Hotel here was also attended by

Koh, Equind

- Hani Rashid -of Asymp
tect  and the

renowned master planner Nas-

rine Seraji.

The project, Wthh is expected.
- to take 15 years to complete, will. -
be ‘built on the existing
Penang Turf Club land here which
AbadNaluri purchased for RM488 __

‘committed in ensuring all parts of million in 2002.

\\Ihe country were developed.

It will house two 1conic towers a

¢ Capital executive -
‘chairman Datuk Patrick Lim, who
is also Abad Naluri director, and -
* the company chairman Datuk Seri
. Kamal Hashim, New York- based
tote Archi- = p
internationally
- toform an enlarged public park —
* the Penang Metropolitan Park. -
In his speech earlier, Koh. sard |

104ha

perform]ng arts centre upscale

retail shopping outlets, a conven-

tion cenire, high-end condomini-
“ums and parks. |
~ Under the master plan Abad |
Naluri’s proposed Central  Park:
~ and Penang Hill will be linked by -
athways to the existing Municipal

Youth Park and- Botanic Gardens o
state. government would see to it -

_thatthe PGCC was developed in an
~environment-friendly and socially
“acceptable way while taking into

the PGCC was a long—awalted Pro-

ject which - would fulfil what
Penang people had always been

lookmg for.

" “The peopl'e in Penang have._l

been envrous of ICOI]IC landmarks

"'f-hke the Kuala Lumpur C1ty Centre }
| (I(LCC) forthe past 10 years. ~

ing S]m]laf j

“Now we -are ‘getti

- world class icons through the
'PGCC,” he said, expressing confi-
- dence that the PGCC would even- -
- tually end up better and more -
* beautiful thanKLCC. -

He also assured people that the_. '

consideration the smooth trafﬁc

. dispersal on roads leadmg Up 10
- the pro;ect 51te
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