NEWSPAPER CLIPPING

PERDANA LEADERSHIP FOUNDATION

mm

NEW STRAITS TIMES

DATE:23% /0% / 2007

I By Sharanjlt Singh e
and Audrey Dermawan R
ﬁews@nsr com. mj/ I SR

GEORGE TOWN The. Ma,la ysian and Thalf, |

gevernments have pledged to werk clesely to'

r “improve bﬂateral ties and énd the deadly in- __.;had before, games between Universiti Malaya.

- and:Chulalongkern Umversny where theret'

surgency in the southern Thai provinces.

- Prime Minister Datuk Seri- Abduﬂah Ah-. 1
& mad Badawi: said both:countries had estab- -
“ lished close ties.over the past 50 years and it
."was time relations were further enhanced.

"It is time we further widened and deep

ened. our relations as closer ties will beneﬁt'

_ both comnitries,” he said at the end of the an- |

- Thai counterpart Surayud Chula,nont here{ |

nual Malaysxa—Thaﬁand consultation with his

| yesterday

Expressmg sausfactmn at the autcame (;f

- the meeting, Abdullah said besides helpingin -
~educational - programmes,  the government
~hadalso agreed to provide opportumtles such - -
- as traunng f()r small husmessman in S{}uthem -
Th&llﬂ.lld
o.Heé said Mala 313. alg‘%‘} greed ta help mtm-f |
| '-du{:a Islamic barﬂcm ‘there. - :
. “Weare:able to prowde a]l fl;he techmcal as-
3 SIStanc:e that may be required.” " e
.+~ Abdullah-also touched on the eﬂnstmeaen{
. "-iof abridge cohnecting Tanah Merah in Kelan-‘ :
tan and Bukit Tar on the Thai'side.
He saa.d the brldge was a]ready ha,lf eam- .j

Ve T - '

. Hesaid the inter-university games hetwéeﬁ :
’ -'Malaysm and Tha,lland WOUld be remtre- S
-duced

““We igve decxded to commence what W'
= cerned about' Sunday’s referendum,- which'

“showed many. people - still - suppﬁrted eusted N
- ‘primée minister Thaksin Shinawatra.

used to be rugbymatches.’

- once-a year .in the sports event so that they -
. -c&n develop friendships afid contacts” ..~ -
.. Echoing -Abdullah’s' sentiments, Surayud‘,, e
sald it 'was important for both countries to.
‘work even more closely in the next 50 years.. .
_Earlier, Surayud and his wife Chltravadeeé B
o Chulanunt VlSlted ‘the - Wat - Chiaiyaman--
galaram-Thai- Buddhist temple here. They [
-spent_ahmost an hour in'the- temple where | |
they participatedin a religious ceremony ami-: |
mingled with some 200 Thais livinghere. ~ | £ Z
In his speech, Surayud said his visit was to-| fo=ar
| strength -y
- “We want fo have social and economic co- |
| _.apera,tzen ‘We also' have.to help each other |
- solve: the problem-in the south,” he-said, |
- adding tha,t the Thai'government Would seek |

én Malaysia-Thailand relatl@ns

o Mala ia’s help to resolve the problem. - |
Vzelence in-the’ mainly Muslim Seuthetm 11
Thai provinces has ‘seen more than 2, ,300 | | S
. people dead after renewad Sepa.rat}sm &mpt» G e
-'_iedm 2004 L e &

Nﬂ“l?( (‘LW? .

A ;._-_“.: plete 011 the Ma,la,ysm:n side and hoped it
.. _wouldbe ready by the-énd of this year.

“We want to get our- yetmg pef}ple to meet-”"‘-?'
‘steptowards democratic elections and it showed
_- the Thaipeople acceptmg the new constitution. .

) HI._._

Asked ab()ut the Tha,l request la,ter Abduﬂahﬁ.i_
L S&id Mala,ysza was wz]hng te help Gat m any Way'
‘it could,

It depends {}H wha,t the Tha,z gevermaem

= wants ustodo.” | i f

-Surayud was. ajso asked whether he Was ccm-‘“-

“Surayud said the referendum was the ﬁrst

“I think by that time, in December, the Thai

- pe()ple have to choose a new government and I
- -think they do understand the d]ﬂi{:ult mne we
ha.ve ha,dmthe last twa years Boo- -
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