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; THE soclal contract entered into by
~ the ' country’s: founding " fathers -in "
- 1957 need not be reaffirmed: as the’

?._rwoﬂqng of the present- -admini

. tion is consistent with it, Prime M s -

~ter Datuk Seri “Abdullah

‘Badawi told the Dewan Rakyat yes- £ £

| terday

" The government s. approach alse_ e “‘
-_conformed with the:Federal Constl-"'{:_i_' Bl S
tution agreed to by the three malna__'.

.I Re orts by V Vasudevan

commumtles 50 years ago. -

- Abdullah said the apphcaaon of Is-_:_”jf_j;;" 5
~ lamic principles was.not in conﬂlct“*j’f-';f? |
[ -_‘ig_':'é-’.i.of governmg isin conﬂlct w1th the so-  Lin
~clal: contract agreed to by our past o _-Malay51a Agreement that Malaysm
"'leaders A x

_ Abdu]la.h sald the Federal Constl--_?_"?‘::_.s’
tutton was drafted before- indepen- - '31
“dence; based on the -compromise and
_.co operation of the three main races.
- “Although Islam is the official reli- - =
glon everyone is free to practlse hlS _‘f{‘troduced

ownreligion.” -~
“He said the opposmon appeared to o

: “Ireject a]l clalms that our method.ﬁ._?; ' _.be ralsmg Issues such as. the socral,

- wlth the Federal Constltutlon

- “Malaysia is not a secular.or theo-.-i{_

_ cratic nation. It is an Islamic nation, -
governed by Islamic tenets but ad-

.hermg closely to democratic princi-

ples in line with the highest laws of

_'the land, the Federal Constitution.
- “This unique formula has been
-. successfu]ly tested and:I do not see
~why such a government cannot con-__- :

tmue torule.

NEW STRAITS TIMES

DEWAN |
RAKYAT

nis Ibrahlm and Eileen Ng

; . e _- i Lot N S i - . s .:.. B s I . . i i e . ce CP. . i . - . . _

i . Ctoeenom TR L. R ; . e T . : . FE LS . - - )
’ ) ST W : : S T STt LT e o " <‘ . P - ~ T B ST L L. : : . . - T

A . .- - Lot to- el p o P PR 0 . R .- B : .

. . ' ' -l P - Coar S . - Lo PR - . T Lo, O S - . - -

. L E - . . . T, 4 _ . - o .. - . |
1 ) A ) L P - '._ - - - N - ) .
PR ool Tk P . Y . ; 1
- TR - - e STt e ) I
. P . . . ¥
- .

ST s contract and Malaysw s status as the_f
B -;-:i“--i'country s:50th. anmversary was: ap .
“ .. proaching. o

LU e el “Although I have Spoken on thJs
~ " many times, these issues keep being -

.+ .77 raised. This leads me to conclude that -
... the opposition’s lnt_ent is merely to
. oo oo gainpoliticalmileage.” ;-
w oo oo He was replying to a questlon by:' |
oo e oo Lim Kit Stang (DAP-Ipoh Timur) who
i had -asked wh

1ether the’ social con- -
. ‘tract- would-bé reaffirmed on the oc-
“casion:of the 50th atmwersary of m-';

| _.__dependence

~also asked whether theff

- - wag not.an Islamic nation but a secu-
lar one with Islam as-its oﬂ'ic1al reh-- |

on, would be reaffirmed: -
“In his written reply, Abdu]lah sald- |

*the Islamic principles applied were -

based on Islam Hadharl Wthh he m-:

“This - approach also mamtamsg' |
harmony among the. varlous_ races.:

N and rehglons in our country
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