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'EADING and ertmg

have always been issues

close to my heart. T think

many of us take.the -~ . -

ability to read and write
for granted — we think it is our
birthright, as much as we believe
that our freedom to speak and our
freedom to choose are God-given
rights as well.

In Malaysia, ‘we have truly been
fortunate that our government '
has made it mandatory, through
the Education Act 1996, for all
our children who have attained .
the age of six years to be enrolled
in primary school, failing which .
parents can be-fined or sent to jail. =~ ¢

Despite that; illiteracy still -
plagues small pockets of our .
society. According to-the National
Education Blueprint 2006-10 - -
which was released in Jan 2006,
some four per cent of primary
school students and 0.8 per-cent”
of secondary school students had :
not mastered reading, writing and -
arithmetic.

“Globally, according to the 2002
-estimates by Unicef; an astounding

- 115 million children are out of
_school. .

“more work needs to: be done
societies leap ahead, many:peoj
_are left behind because they lack
the necessary reading and: Wmtlng
skills. As reading and writing .-
are foundational to learning, this

" Knowledge is about infermation. - ummagmable that illiteracy is stilt .

~ means they would even lack the - . - Information is, more often than net, prevalent.
intellectual and emotional capacity - in written form. The pace is set by Literacy is'a subJect that is
that is necessary-to bring them to rapid technological change, which.  very personal to me. Even at the
higher levels of progress.- . ‘Tequires-us to constantly update _Perdana Leadership Foundation,

On a more macro perspective, -~ -our skills. the Foundation researches and

illiteracy will slow down the While many are focusmg on ' , documents Malaysia's intellectual
process of nation hiilding and the high end of the knowledge- ’ heritage — literacy being one of -
frustrate government efforts in - *  based economy, we cannot turn the subjects, in-a hope to provide
bringing about further development. a blind eye:to what lies at the important resources and insights
Furthermore, our mation has.: grassroots. We presume that- .-~ for fututre.development.
always stressed.on the importane _mandatory schooling will rectify . -~ I'wish to congratulate
of building a knowledge-and- = . the circumstances. As much as “Montblanc for. pearheading this

innovation based society. we have done, we find it simply

~applied to the local context.

1 was approached by Montblanc
to he part of the Power To Write
- campaign, which I thought was

“truly-a noble gesture to support,
and a wonderful programme
initiated by Montblang on a global
- level. I was not able to be present .
at the grand launch due to my.
doctor’s instructions — that’s why
my dear wife represented me.

But I am.proud to be part of this
effort. T must commend Montblanc
for taking illiteracy seriously and
1 think more private organisations
should follow the penmanship of
Montblanc.

Let us continue in the same spirit
of partnership and collaboration to
combat illiteracy and develop the
nations of the world. There is no
shortcut to eradicating illiteracy.
‘We must work together. As parents,
politicians, publishers, businesses,
charities — we all have a role
to-play. It should be everyone’s
business.



