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The A5|a Pacrflc Intelllgence Chlefs Conference which held its flrst meetlng in Kuala-'j_:- 5
Lumpur early this month, should not be seen as a staging ground for any new

|deolog|cal crusade or an instrument to be used by any major power to expand |ts
-' ,mfluence or to carve out a new sphere of mﬂuence in any part of the world wrltes

- THE Fu'st Asm-Paaﬁc Intelh—,].
~ gence’Chiefs Conference- (Sept -
- 4-7) aftracted. comlderable in-
quarters :

-f".terest from" many:
~From the professional stand-

-point, the conference was: a

-strategymthe reglon el
. Even Russia, China a:nd India
_-;"have to' a large exient recog-- -
- nised the leglumacy of a US
. physical presence in the region.
- and conceded ‘ that the US"

prepouderant US :security
in ' the: ASIa-Paclﬁc should nof-

In short we. may say that the 3' o
Tolé

be seen in any absolute terms. .

- The.US needs thé support and -
¢o-operation of other nationsin

- success. The overwhelming re- ) .leadlng role in regional affairs -deferice. of its intérests in the "
sponse to the conference wasa “is more constructwe than dlS-' - region. Such support and ¢o-
 telling testimony fo the gonsen- ~ruptive. . - ~ operation will be forthcoming -

~ susamong participantsthatin-

- telligence is crucial to security
- management. Most of the feed- .
~-back on the conférence has
~ been comfortmg and encour-

aging.

'some  negative

"But there have also been_.: ;
‘comments
_ which have somewhat distort- -
- ed the perspective. of the con-.

'_ _'Deputy Prrme Mlmster Datuk

Seri Najib Razak says securlty
_;management cannot be

g __dworced from. mtelllgence

ference and sought toread into

it . disturbing  political and _orgamsauon of the Defence In-. “

‘Fourth, . mteractlon among

- inatlons is hound to generate in--
~ “fluence which often proves mu-
. tually ‘beneficial. APICC pro-
| vides a platform for Malaysia -
~and other regional states to -
~ make known to the US and oth- .
. -er major powers their security -
~ concerns and priorities and ex-
~_plain the policies and strategies
~ they have adopted to promote
- their securityinterests. -

- only when Washii

ington is will- -
_ing to observe the principlesof -

| rec1proc1ty and mutual reSpecti_; -
inits dealings with the region.

~ Deputy Prime Minister Datuk '

~SeriNajib Razak; inhis keynote -~
“speech t6 the conference, high-
lighted - the - “organic. link be-
- tween intelligence and sectirity
" and that security management =

.camlot be divorced from inteBi-

. gence”.. He "singled - out' mar-

.. strategic implications. We an- telligence Staff Division (DISD) - At the recent APICC, the US itime. and cyber terrorism as

-. " ticipated that, because howev- ~-in anticipation of the i imp end- - was treated as a partner, not a - ’a:mong the more pressing secu- - -
- er ‘well-intended an' interna- ingnewchallenges. - ~ dominant player: Here, it may ° rity issues on which the intelli- -
. tional forum may be, it is bound . Second, the proceedings. of alse be pointed out that among - gence community should focus-"’._

o -fto invite adverse observations. . the APICC are highly- demo-, the regional states, US pohtice.l -more attention andeffort; .~

~ "Some linked the 1st APICC to-

©'US interests, contending that
.through APICC, Malaysia had
~ helped the US to find a new ve- -

i hicle for spreading its influence

- in 'this part of the world. This

-cratic. The conference is a plat-
“form which allows all partici- -
pants to explaln their respec-
< tive.

countrles Securl

ity “con-
“cerns ‘and -their strategies of-

and . strategic. - influenice in:
- Malay51a isleast pronounced

- Fifth, one notable. develop--
--_-meut in our regloua] strategic
 énvironmerit in ‘the post-Cold- -

:' ;_Immster s

~ The theme of APICC wes in.
remarkable -congruence with -

the tenor of the: deputy prime .
- keynote - address. -
“The. mission of APICC is ¢lear -

;.addressmg them. Understand- -War era has been the changing- ‘but daunhng It is to-enhance

_’-.observauon has ominous im- . ingsreached at the-conference - ‘nature of Asean-US relations. - - the capacities of reglonal states -
- plications.: It ‘implies _that. reflect more the collective view = . This is mainly reflected -in - to meetthe security chaﬂenges,_-_

~ Malaysia, touse aCold War slo- . of all participants than that of . Asean’s -ability to modify the mthe 21st century. - | o
< gan, has become “a lackey of - "the US. In fact, Asean already. basm premise of US Asia-Pacif- - - There is a powerful desxre

o '-"-US unperiahsm o Jhas entered. into co- operahon' . icstrategy. Asean subscribesto .among the reglonal states to .
- The 1st APICC assembled 3 “withi the US on the main non- .mululaterahsm as the basis for - enhance - tranSparency ‘and’
| professmnal mteﬂlgence offi-  traditional security 1ssues dls-'-* - regulating regional affairs. The - mutual trust in security co-op-

. - “cers in the Asia-Pacific region 'cussed at the conference.- foundahon of US strategy is bi- " *eration. In this regard, APICCIs

“in Kuala Lumpur to shate their ~ Although the US commands ~ lateral alliance relations main- - not to. be seen as astaging

views on-how their ‘expertise-

. and resources can be effective-

* lymobilised to promote region-
al security. This is relevant to

~the Malaysmn armed  forces’

current transition to meet the .

complex changes in our securi-

. 1y and ‘strategic environment

~ resources to supportits leading
-role in regional security mat--
“ters, its-policies and strategies:
have also taken sufficient note -
~of the regional states’. prefer-
_ences -and positions and have
- . asfar as possible seen to it that -
“tegional intelligence co-opera-  in

1y in the form of- joint. deféence
treaties concluded, for in-
stance, with Japan, South Ko-
rea‘and Australia. But because
of Asean’s expandmg econom-
ic-clout and- growing collective
-' _,bargauung power, the US has

-some ‘way accommodated.

ground for any new ideological

crusade nor-an instrument to- -

“be used by any major power {0

_expand its influence or to carve
. out anew sphere of influence i n

-

anypertoftheworld L
Finally, APICC provides all
regional mte]hgence chiefs ‘a

. and to support our deepemng . tion does not encroach on the ';_':.'the muliflateraltrends. . platform for confidence-build-. -

~ involvement in regional and'in- - sovereignties of co]laborahng - Ttistrue that the USstill con- 'ing and a channel of direct

- ternational affairs. - . - .- =~ ‘states. = * siders its present security role - communication. . Through .-
- To play our role eﬁ'ectwely o - Third, we must recogmse . in thereglon as the dominant APICC, all foreign part1c1pa.nts L
" we need to expand our engage- - that the US has immense eco-  player. But on the other hand, . have an opportunity to witness =

ment with other countries, es-
. pecially the major powers, and
- develop. .capabilities “in elec-.

tronic-and cyber warfare, to0

““address maritime securlty and

~nomic and strategic interésts in
" East and Southeast Asia. Tothe
US, maritime security is vital o
its- economic interests, and-

comprehensive regional power

. Washington - has increasingly
_come to realise that Asean has -
- -only assigned to the US a part=
..mership role in the manage---
“ment of reglona,l security, and.

~for themiselves current devel-

opments in- Malaysm This will '

- enable them to -have a better-" - "
- perspectlve of the country

“to provide early warning to . balance to.its strategic inter- " that it can ensure. the stability : }. Maj-Gen Datuk Mohd Salleh
hoth national and regional se-  ests, This explains the present ~ of its strategic and political re- . Ismail |sdrrector-general of -

~ curity agencies on- unpendmg;"_ i
.. threats.-We are in the process
L of expandmg the functlons a.:nd

active and extensive US in-
" volvement in“the west Pacific = is wil
a.nd its forwerd deployment of

|

.. lations with-Asean only when it

to a.ccept the prmmple

L Kuala Lumpur

- the Defence Intelligence
~ Staff, Ministry. of Defence
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