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KUALA LUMPUR: Deputy

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Na-
]lb Razak has asked Malay-
sians, partrcularly pohumens
10 stop ‘raising contentious i 1s-
'sues in a contentious manner”
and cast all polemics aside on
the occasion of the -90th -
~ Merdeka celebrations. -

“We should be watchful of
‘what we say, not-because-we
cannot say it, but because we
must know how best to say it.

“Is. the pursuit of 0]1116&1
support the be all a,nd end all
- of a political party? Are we so
“desperate for votes that we are
- willing to sow hatred and sus-_
‘picion?”- he ‘asked at the
launching the -New Straits
Times (Malaysia) Bhd’s “Road
To Nationhood — Umty
Amidst Diversity” photo exhi-
~ bition here yesterday. The ex-
hibition was jointly orga.msed
. with Bandar Ra,ya Develop-
ments Bhd. -

Najib said pohhcmns seek-
‘ing support must never em-

- ploy the principle that the end

justlﬁes the means. -
He agreed that Malay51ans
should not gloss over the coun-

’s flaws and sweep prob--

lems under the carpet but he
- questioned why: some were.
-bent on suggesting that thmgs
are worsenow.

- “Why are some of us, 50
years on, keener to think of the
negatives rather than the pos-
itives? ‘No, things are much
better than before. It is only
“that we have hlgher expecta-
tions than before.”

He said many Malaysmns

had spoken of the need for the
‘nation to be more united but
‘used a divisive logic in their ar-

gmnents

“Which nation would be bet-
ter off divided? Who among Us
‘would benefit from a country -
‘divided? Each of us must ask
“ourselves what we have done.
to promote national unity.”
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picture of their mother in her younger days.
Amidst Diversity’

entitled ‘Unity

-

Najib said the're were more
similarities than differences -
‘between Malaysians.

sense of togetherness experl-
enced through thick and thin. -
“I'believe it is a disservice to

" . .-

days for the ambltlous experl-
ment tofail” - -

Najib said the idea of 1 natlen- |

“I would say many of us - the spirit of our nation and - hood was . infroduced with a

'sha,re a common sense of de-

“cency, our desire for good and,.

~ on the subject of nation-build-
ing, we are pragmatlsts rather
than cha,uvuusts -

“We are as our fevourlte
dlsh — a rojak of a nation. We -
are the sum of distinct parts
brought together by the gravy
of idealism, ; L
sense of nationhood.” -~

~Najib said Melay51ans who

were -aware of their ethnic

backgrounds and beliefs were
~-also brought together by the

goodwill and a

founding fathers if we keep
~harping on what would keep -

'us apart, rather than what has

“kept us together for half a cen-~
”heSﬂ.ld _._:"'

Najrb said there were many

- doubters, even at home ‘when -

the nation’s leaders thought of -~

seekmg self-rule more than 50

yearsago. .~

“How do ‘we get the variots -
‘races together for:a commeon™
eause? . .

N 4

“There must ha,ve beerl "
-ma;ny who were. countmg the

proviso that the underta]qng

of self-governance would not

-work if Malaysians did not

lea,rn to respectend love each
“It was true then, 1t is true

IIOW

" He sard the natlon survwed

~and thrived by marrying ide-

- alism and pragmatism, which -

had helped ‘Malaysia prosper .'

in splte ofits diversity. -

- “We must have done some-“

course ‘wWe. could do better,

'Deputy ane Minister Datuk Seri Najlb Razak and his younger brother, Datuk Mohd Naz:m Razak are happy to receive a framed
It was presented to them after the launch of the ’Road to Nationhood’ EXhlbIthﬂ
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~and ‘we should always strlve
forthat Lo
‘On thJs Merdeka, Day Najlb
“appealed "to Malaysians to.
le ave politics aside, if only for a -
“moment, to bask in the gloryof -
“the founding fathers’ wisdom
and what the oountry had
Thls Aug 31, let us mstead
remember the sacrifices of
~those who came before us; Let
us celebrate all who put our
faith in the democratic system
“Let us celebrate the suc-

- cess that is Ma,leysm Let us’

-.-g'i'-f

_celebraté 50 years of nation- |
thmg rlght all these years. Of  hood, sacrifice, tolera,nce and

.€O- operatlon he said. -
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