"IN the 1960s, President JohnE.
Kennedy poured millions of dol-

lars into funding a space pro-
~ gramme toland the ﬁrst man on the
“Moon by 1 970.

In his famous words “I beheve tha,_t -

' this nation should commit itself to

- aohlemng the goal, before this decade :

“is out; of landing a man on the Moon:

~ Itwas the Cold-War and the Soviet
'Union, which launched its first sa,tel-

~lite, the Sputnik, into space in 1957,
_' _a,nd the United States were mvolved
| '111 an intense space race. |

- And the world folowed closely the

proxy race between the two na,tions
~ to prove scientific superiority and
military might. =~
The Soviet Union seemed to he

__ _' -ahead; and Yuri Gagarin became the
" first humanin space and the firstto

'- .orhlt the Earthin April 1961. -
. ‘ButonJuly 21,1969, NeﬂArmsn'ong
~became the first man to set foot on the

" lupar surface in the SeaofTranqmlty,-.

~and his immortal words were:

"~ “That’s one small step for n_:la,n one

"glan“t leap for mankind.”
- Anestimated 450 million global
| audlence heard itlive, indirectly
decla,rlng the US as the clear Wmner
~ inthe eXploranon of space. -
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The lunar landjng was such an un-

- usual feat that this great moment in.
- science was doubted by sceptics. -
‘Some even called it a hoax, clann]ng
- thatthe National Aeronautics and
-.Space Administration had faked the j’ g
. ~entire Apo]lo Moon prolect by ﬁ]nnng._. B
',a.nd returning him safelyto Earth.” . - itinamovie studio. - R
~ According toa 1995 Time Poll and -
21999 Gallop Poll, about six per cent
= of Amerlcans did not believe that as-

tronauts had walked on the Moon: -

- The moon walk ignited the interest -
o of othernationsinspace exploration. .

-~ Toquote Kennedy again: ™. .thedra-- &

- maticachievements in space Whloh oc- - 8
* curred inrecent weeks should have -
“made clear tous all, as did the Sputmk SRR
- in 1957, the impact of this adventure B A P
~ on the minds of men everywhere...”

S0, 100, is the case for Mala,ysm

‘The prime minister had Sald

" Malaysm is Very proud that the Mam

3o | \z,iro 7

i :;ﬁ_-..f-l-_ o :'_;_' - Crew Comm1SS1on1ng Board has ac-
e _-__“lmowledged that both the Malaysian
- astronaut candidates have passed

B withdistinction and are qualified to

E't:_lkh Muszaphar Shukor

S -She;kh Mustapha, 35, is in the
Quite aptly, after 50 years ofinde- -~
| pendence the country is to witness the
- blastoff of its first angkasawan to the
- hlternahonal Space StationonOct 10.
~ Two Malaysian astronauts are now' T
at the Baikonur Cosmodrome in- o
- Kazakhstan to undergo final traanmg o
" before the launch. -

- first team for the Oct 10 m:ssnon . |
- Captain Dr Faiz Khaleed, 27;is -
“the ot’he‘r_ Ma‘laysi-an_. on '__stan_dby_f L
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-"i‘represent the country inits first mis- -
* sion to space. “This means thatthe.
- country hastwo candidates who can
- -joina space mission at any time when |
o _needed andhave beenaccorded =
. reoog;mhon by.an international astro-
_ - ‘nauttraining body,” Bernama quoted-
. _i_"_;.the prime minister on Sept 24. :
. Theprogramme tosend a Malaysmn |
- into space was conceived in 2003 when -
_Russia{(one of the republics of the for-
-~ 'merSoviet Union) agreed tosenda
- “Malaysian to the International Space
-+ ~Station.as part of Malaysia’s RM3.4 bil-
- lion purchase of 18 Russian-made .
~ Sukhoi 30-MKM jet fighters. :
. However, unlike the space race of
before which was an extension ofthe -
© Cold War, today many nations are
jointly involved in space projects, like -
~ the International Space Station.

What had started as an intense

"' competition during the Cold War is
. todayseen as partnership, and enmi-
. _'ty has been replaced with frlendshlp

This mirrors very much what -

- Malaysm hopes toachieve, namely ir- |

1

mg the m]nds of even more of 1ts oltlzensﬂif

~ towards peace, while catapulting them.

| fanto an imaginative orbit of their own:

“Jim Burke, a retired Nasa expert -

workmg at the International Space
*Universityat Strasbourg, Fra,nee re-
. centlyfloated theidea of a “space- -
" ageNoal’s Ark”. Thisidea seeksto

- have backups of Earth’s bioclogical

~ heritage and diversity in a perma-

= nently manned lunar facility,.

‘In the event of a global ce,tastrophe

" the Ark will serve to reintroduce lost. -

- technology, art, history, crops, live-

- stock and, if necessary, even human
helngs to Earth, according to a report
~in National Geographic News (Aug 14).

Thisis not such a far-fetched 1dea |

- con81der1ng that famed scientist
-Stephen Hawking had warned that
- life on Earth could soon be wiped out
by global warming or nuclear war. - -

- “Itis important for the humanrace -

to spread out mto space for survival

of the species,” Time (June 26, 2006) -

~ cited him as saying.

In this regard smenhsts hope toes- |

tablisha massive library ofhuman
civilisation on the meon to protect

against the wholesale loss of human

~ achievement in the event that hu- -
~ mankind is wiped out on Earth fol- |

lowing a, eataclysnnc chaos. |
After all; in' the words of the 1937

Nobel Prize winner in-Medicine, Al- -
‘bert  Szent-Gyorgyi: “The Apollo
-__-ﬂlghts demand that the word ‘impos-
~ sible’ be struck from the scientific
- dictionary. They are the greatest en-
- couragement for the hunlan spirit.”

| The writer i is the wce— chancellor of

~ Universiti Sains MalaySIa
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