K. Formula to settle dual citizenship issue o
. OfflClaIs to work on other ]omt lnltlatlves;

BANGKOK Malaysm and Thalland announced a

. major breakthrou&h yesterday in their.first serious”

effort at the highest level of government to brlng
peace and order to southern Thailand.

The two had agreed to use biometric methods,

_(thumb prints and particulars) to identify those with
‘dual citizenship on both sides of the border and

"‘get them-to choose which country they wanted to
" be citizenis of, Prime Minister Datuk Seri: Abdullah -
~ Ahmad Badawi told a joint new conference"

-here with his Thai counterpart G
Chulanont after-two days of talks

- citizenship.

“of being Thai citizens, we will certainly give them
. permanent status to stay in Malays1a and Thailand

;: mﬂ~\3\z(zoa7

Abdullah
stressing

the Press
conference

: “We have found a formula Both 51des will present in Banak

their number of those suspected of holdlng dual

“If they decide to remain in Malaysia in spltek

will. reciprocrate in the same way in cases of dual
citizens - there .who" want o contmue to_stay 1n/
Thalland " he sald ~
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'southern Thaj area; check smug- ‘

gling and. curb ﬂlegal border
. crossmgs officials said. -
“Thisto me is one_of the most
p051tlve steps' we-can: take after
; dlSCUSSlIlg it for many years " the
prime minister said. - :
Officials of the two countrles
have begun test runs of the bio-
metric procedure to verify the de-
tails of 500 people from the Thai
side and 500 from the Malaysian
side.

Abdullah’s visit to Tha.lland in--

cludmg a one-day stopover on
Sunday -in - Phuket for informal
talks with Surayud; was mainly in

response to a plea from:the Thai -

_authorities to help them find | ways
to overcome an insurgency in the
southiern provinces that haskilled

over 2,000 people in the- past

three years:
e~

+To stress:Malaysia’s-readiness -~

Besar “of three northern states

~hordering - Thailand. - They are
-Kedah’s -
. Khalid, Perak’s Datuk: Seri Tajol -
- Rosli Ghazali and Perlis’s Datuk
~Seri Shahidan Kassim.
“Abdullah was ‘also. remprocat- ;
ing a visit by Surayud to Malaysia -

“Datuk - Seri Mahdzir

last October after the Sept 19 mil-
itary coup which ousted the gov-

ernment of former prime minister:
‘Thaksin ‘Shinawatra. It marked
- the start this year of the 50th an-
- niversary . of Ma.layma-'I‘haﬂand

relations,

The two prime ministers, in a
joint statement at the end.of their
meetings, said they shared con-
cerns over the southern Thal situ-

ation and regarded it as impera-

to co-operate w1th Thailand, the., -

- prime - minister -brought . along
Foreign Minister Datuk Seri Syed -
"Hamid Albar and the Menteris

tlve that attacks on mnocent peo- )
- ple bestopped: b

-‘Surayud said there were sever-
alother joint initiatives under way
to bring peace to the south, but~
‘details. were bemg worked out-by: "
the foreign ministers of the two
** countries .and - would - be an---

<nounced later.

Abdullah said Malaysia was al-
- soready to co-operate in bringing ..
;development to the troubled re-
- gion' by offering southern.Thais.
“opportunities 10 - be trained: in.
‘Malaysia, from which they couid

seek employment,

= “We “are -determined- to" do-
something about the situation in

southern Thailand.. We are not
wasting time talking, scratching
the surface. We believe we have to
offer the people development so

that there will be something for -

them to look forward to.” he said.

Alludmg toreports of rising ex- .
~tremism in the area, Abdullah

said he believed education -on

moderation in religion was im- -
portant. Sharing the same Sunni -
-denomination: -as -the -Muslims -
~-across the border, promoting Is-
lam Hadhari to the Thai south-

erners” was one of the ways

“success in mtegratmg the VaI‘l \

ysia could help foster] peace
dullah made special note of
Mal ysia’s ethnic diversity and its

commumtles ,
"He-spoke:. about how et

Thais: -living-in" the northern
Malaysian. - states ~enjoyed. -the'
'same privileges as' Bumiputeras

while they professed Buddhism. -
“We-don’t force them to em-

for our Chinese and Indians:”
The joint statementsaid the two

development projects for border
areas - under - the - Thai-

Jand-Malaysia - . Committee. - on

Joint Development Strategy (JDS)

and also noted the commence- -

ment of the construction of a sec-
ond. bridge across the: Sungai

_ Golok, linking Buketa in Thailand

and Bukit Bunga imrMalaysia.
-“The implementation of the

~JDS- projects’ will- improve the
-quality-of life of the people in‘the -

border areas and help stimulate

- growth in southern Thailand and- -
-‘the northern states of pemnsular }

Malayma the statement said.

* brace Islam. Theyretain their way .
of life; they speak’ Thai and Ba-
. hasa Malaysia, and the same goes

-nations ‘would -undertake more -
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