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KUALA LUMPUR: Not one to mince his words, former
prime minister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad said yester-
daythe world should remember Britishy Premier Tony
_Blair and US President George W. Bush as “the killers of
children” or as “the lying prime minister or president”.
“What Blair and Bush had done'is worse than-what
Saddam (Hussein) had done;” Mahathir said when open-
ing a three-day international conference and exhibition
on Expose War Crimes; Criminalise War! -
- Theevent; attended by abotit 2,500 participants, was
organised by the Perdana Global'Peace Organisation.
‘Mahathir, who is the chairman of the Perdana
Leadership Foundation, proposed the setting up of an

international watcrimes:tribunalinitiated by nor-gov-

ernmental organ

tions to criminalise war and to label
those found guilty:as"war cri " 3

“Civilisation-would be more meaningful if wars,

/ ~and the po

and Bush

: L ouwh—
killings and destructioqargna.,ppger accepted
options in resolving disputes betwen nations, and
until war.is criminalised, we would not be truly
civilised,” he said. ! -

Mahathir said a pefmanent tribunal should be
set up and recognised by and empowered by vic-

tims of aggression and right-minded people to- -

hear the charges levelled at the war-mongers, the
- leaders and the governiment of aggressor nation
to determine their innocence or guilt-and to pre-
scribe-punishment. ) o
~ . _The tribunal should be made up of respected
international jurists who would have ho personal
Or national interest in matters referred to them,
and whose judgment must be based on‘evidence
and not sentiment:: o
“We should not hang Blair if the tribunal finds-
him guilty, but he should always carry the label
‘war criminal’, ‘killer of Lo '
= children* (and)liar’.
« And so’should Bush;

rim

lal. historians should

are not present,
. “Arespectable and
-totally impartial tri-
bunal applying recog- -~ -~ - . T :
nised lawswill surely find it findings respected by
the world just as the world respects the Nobel lais-
reates, for example.”. )

As for the punishiment; he said; tHose found. .

criminals in history |

- - gulilty should be labelled “war criminal”.

St “We.may not be:able to get governmehts ‘O‘Vfl L

Y Peobie?an'd NGOs for
peace should make
/ inals’ feel -

-.--carnage they caused with their.so-called conven- .

cLu tries to enactlaws to label the- war ériminals,
but the NGOs and the sympathétic media can
append the fabel ‘war criminal’ whenever their
names are mentioned. ‘ T R
“People and.NGOs for peace shouid make 8
these ‘war criminals’ féel unwelcome wherever. -
they go.They should be literally hounded. They '
should have full frontal and profile pictures put up.
“everywhere as war criminals. And historians
should always reférto them as war criminals in
historybooks.” ~ -y T
Mahathir said all leaders,'especially leaders of
powerful nations, hope to be remembered, to g0
“down in history as great men, to'bie identjfied with:
greatdeeds. - - P e
' “Butwar criminals tried and found guilty.by the
‘tribunal should be rememibered for crimes against
humanity, for the people they kill, the destruction
- irtheywi T DR :

S always
refer to them as war.
books.”
“ & Mahathir-

“-prepare for. Cot T |
~ "Possession of nuclear‘weapon will deterno |
orte, will provicie no safety and for security, nuclear.
+ weapons will be quite useless. - - o
-“The natignals of nuclear.powers can be-
~‘attacked and killed anywhere in the world, and
» issuing travef advisories simply makes prisons of:
~their own countries.” SR

L Wk IS it Bee theyare sen:
sible, humane people who would not use their
.Auclear weapons?Can we trust them? Look at the

tional weapons. They have not hesitated to kil ~
hundreds of thousands 6f people with their con-

ventional weapons,” he said.
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