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ur on the Independence of Judges
ers noted that the Rome Stahite of -
the: JInternational: Criminal Court to try war -
- crimes andl: genomde was agreed-to by UN,
Tnember states in 1998 during Tun Dr-
‘Mabhathir Mohamad’s premiership. - .
© = “Ifhe was genuinely concerned about -
_ justice to victims of war and bringing war
criminals to trial, he should have got the
- ‘government to sign the Statute then. He never
“: bothered. The government o date is not a
- “signatory to the Statite,” Param said in a
- statement to:theSun.
Hewas respondmg to reports last Week
that Mahathir hiad mooted the formation of a
war crimes tribunat at a'Perdana Global =~

Peace: Orgamsa tion: eonference in his capacity -

-as Perdana T:¢adership Foimndation chairman.

Mahathir had named US President George

W. Bush, British"Prime Minister Tony Blair

' and Australian prémier John Howard as -
those who'should be tried for war crlmes

* even if the accused are not present. :

. Param said there was no legal basis for
such a tribunal, noting that'it may be seen as
anon- governmental organisation (NGO).

“NGOs o need o be registered under the
Soc1e11es Act if they consist of more than,
seven persons, unless‘they are registered
under the Companiés Act to:give them a legal
* entity,” Param said.”
.- Param said in. 1990, vvhen Mahathlr was
_premier, he had the then Election VVatch,
xheaded by Tun Mohamad Suffian, - ot

T bun -

. statemen!

,(3 [2 ’2007

mveshgated by Bukit Aman to determme
vvhether the s1x person group contravened
1966.

\t within the Perdana
dam)n s objectives. He said if

" decides to s'\ up a simﬂar ‘mbunal to try him

for human rights violations, assault of the
independent: judiciary, corruphon abuse of
power, nepousm and cronyism durmg his 22
years as prime minister?” he asked.’ .

He also questioned how the mbunal could

- apply internationally-recognised principles of

fair rial when the accused did riot appear
before it, and what kinds of evidence Wou]d
be produced before the tribunal. -

Param said the setting up-of such a .
‘tribunal would constitite a “circus” that could .
deter “respectable and credible foreign
investors™.

He added that as the Kuala Lumpur War
Crimes Tribunal-head that would first vet the
case before it was referred to the {ribunal for
charges to be made, Mahathir could not be .

. expected to be impartial towards Bush, Blair

and Hovva.rd because of all the “virulent - -
” he had made against theim. .
Police Watch and Human Rights

.Committee legal adviser P. Uthayakumar .

‘'said in a statement it was émbarrassing that
the war crimes tnbunal Was headed by
Mabhathir. :

He said desplte Mahathlr’s prormses there
has beeri no Royal Commission of Imquiry or
inquest into the 2001 Kampung Medan .
incident where six were killed-and 100

- injured in clashes between Indians and

‘Malays.
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