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THE famous ‘picture of the hooded
guy tortured in Abu Ghraib has
been-dppearing in print - =~ =
- ddvertisements promoting a war .
" ¢crimes conference and exhibition
to be-organised by the Perdana
Global Peace Organisation -
(PGPO). The torture victim is

by Juana Jaafar

Teportedly in town-and willbe. .-~
-addressing the conference.in Kuala ..

Lumpur next month, along with-

numerous other speakers fromall :

over theworld, ' "~
-+ Like their, prev1ous forums
which-also showcased -

mternatlonally renowned e

personalities, the orgamsa‘uon can
expect a good response forthe:
event. There are manyof uswho
are genuinely interested in- .~
-international affa]rs, parucularly
the Middle Edst crisis and nuclear.
_proliferation. They include

. academics, activists, government
personnel as:-well as regular B
‘members of society who simply -
want to learn more about current
issues from-experts in the field.

. University students, especially
~inrelated disciplines; should look
“forward to the event because itis

not often that we have publlc
conferences:featuring -

| concerninglocal -+
. politics. Foreign media
.on.the other hand, may ™~

- "generalised as anu—
: ’VVest.

: conference agenda, one
_can easily assume that
it will be an America-"
, ’bashmg session. Then
" | again, in discussin,

a CI‘I

but here is an- opportumty to see a

-whole line-up of them in one
-sitting without charge. -

- The press too must be excited

~ about the upcoming event.

"However, one wonders if they
1. would be interested’in the. )
| - substance of thé_corference or just

| “the Chairman of the évent — Tan o
. Dr-Mahathir Mohamad. One -
- canpnot help but to anticipate the .
- Tocal press trying to )

cucuk (instigate) Dr'M
for s1zz11ng statements. .

prefer. to fish for .,
‘statements that can be

- Looking at the 5
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states, nor does it matter if it is
developed for military or civilian

"use. Even the slightest accident
can cause nuclear radiation to -
devastate entire communities for

" 1. generations. One wonders then

,why any seciety would encourage
» their government to pursue * -

" development of nuclear energy..

Nevertheless,-one must -
-acknowledge that the effort by
: Perdana Global Peace:
-Organisation in. -~ .\
initiating an -+ -
. international mavement
“to criminalise waris
~ timely and urgent. We .
live in a time of the -

- “pre-emiptive strjke” and
- wehere military” - .
“technology is advanced -

_enough to destruct -
whole couniries within: -
T minutes.

* One can 1mag1ne

war, invasion, and-

owt
:occupatlon in the post-colonial

age, it is inevitable that the role.of - -
theUS, Israel and the “coalition of

the. Wllhng are critiquéd.:-

- However, let us not be so

;preoccupled with these stdtes that.

we doWnplay other threats such as’

; %\(\mereyoung,views ruple

* international ) the rift e
speakers. These bétween the o
~students should take 6 Collectlvely We Can piay nuclear states
the opportuity to an active role in urgi % - India and
“our.governments to push for

participate-and gain. Pakistan. We

-a United Nations resolution to

exposure on the

different perspectives -Criminalise war. But it-is - concerned -
offered by say, a egually important that we .~ aboutthe -

_ former UN Secrétary- 8|SO endorse the mternat:onal destabilisation
General, an _call for reform of the- Securlty -of Africadue
American - ~Council, which is currently - to civil wars -

-Congresswoman or ominated by five states Wl’[h as well as -

. indeed; an Abu " veto pOWGI’ K totahtarran

' ‘Ghralb detainee. and military

should aiso be. |

Some believe it vvould be unhke :

Malaysmn students:to take: the
initiative to: part101pate S ‘

’ md1V1duall 1 rather would be-more

sthe onus: r%ﬁhe respective
colleges an iversitiés'to,
encourage, in fact organise, then'
students to atténd such -

. conferences. Naturally, it is very :

-expensive to invite mternattonal e

' speakers to present on campus -

“Eoing in groups. Here, o
RIS nuclear ambitions. .

govermnents And while we. ob]ect

|- :to the discriminatory Euros:.~ - -
- American policy on Iran and North

Korea, we should be cautious not
to suggest support for latter’s

Developing nuclear energy is

“dangerous and history has shown -
us the devastating consequences of .~
“nuclear radiation in Chernobyl. Tt,

do€s not-matter whether.itis:.. - -

I developed by so-called “civilised”

. women’s suffrage andG

' have progressed

> sceptics doubting the”
United Nations- Would
- ) respond to'this
‘movement. Here is where we, the
world civil society, come in.
Collectlvely, e can play an active
role in urging our governments to

- .push for a United Nations

resolution to criminalise war. But
it is.equally important that we also
endorse the international call for
-reform of the Security Council,
which is currently dominated by

.. five states-with veto power.

The call of the people, by right,
should resonate in the United
Nations through the elected
governients-that represent us
there. The support of world -
‘governments for ‘a UN.resolution -
to criminalise war; followmg the

- -democratisation of the Security

“Coumncil, will allow for legitimate
mternat[onal effort of regulahon o
and enforcement. . :
.. Isthis really an 1mpos51ble :
-cause? Well, that was probably. -
what many orice thoughtwef th

movements: But seeh WL

“ The writer is an average:.
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