
Picture of harmony at 
Vision School 

By Rina De Sifva 
rinode@nst.corn.rny 

SI!IIA\I; .IAYA: 'i'hr Vsion School in 
I'SJ 15 here whirh huusrs a national 
ahool. L lh~nil  srh(wl and a Chinese 
szhool in one. r~~mpound, was a pic- 
ture i~f~nultirarial unity yesterday. 

'S~I! thrrc srhouls had mthered for 
a retirement party for S.Subramani- 
am, the headmaster of SJK O Tun 
Sambanthan. 

The other two schools are SK Dato 
Onn Jaafar and SJK Q Tun Tan 
Chenghck. 

Tewbers %om the three schools 
heJIied orgamse the event while stu- 
dents from the national and Chinese 
schools also performed. 
In a dis~lav of cross-cultural un- 

dance for the Chinese school stu- 
dents' performance. 

However, the pretty picture was 
not reflected off stage. Although a 
handful of students tried to strike up 
conversations with those from the 
other schools. most were contented 
to mingle with their own school- 
mates. 

Dhiwyaa Krishna Muthy, 11, said 
she liked talking to students kom e 
other schools but had not establis ed 
aclose friendship with anyone. 

k" 
"There is a Chinese &I I u s d v  

talk to at the canteen 'but I do ni t  
know her name," shesaid. 

Teacher P Sivamalarsaidmoststu- 
dents preferred to mix with their own 
classmates. 

She said teachers from the three 

27 31-01 
each other. 
\\-I- \ 

other areas where one race formed 
"During Chinese New Year, Hari themajority. 

Raya and Deepavali, the three Tan said the students did not har- 
schwls will work together on pro- bour any fear or mistrust of those not 
jectsfor the celebrations." oftheir race. 

SK Dato OM Jaafar headmaster K a m d a m a n  said the concept 
Kamarulzaman Zakaria, SJK (O Tun enabled students of different races to 
Tan Cheng Lock headmaster Tan spendtimetogether. 
Hock Thiam and Subramaniam are It is duringgames, sports and festi- 
the best of friends. vals that racial integration takes 

They will meet up for teh t a d  at place. The three schools will send 
the school canteen and "argue" over their best players to form a team to 
schwlmatters. compete against other schools. 

The three insist that the Viiion Subramaniam said educationists 
Srh(ml(:onrx?pt is working. from Britain. Canada, bra and the 

-i t  wlrrkq b ~ r a ~ l s c  the slud~.nb art. Middle East had visited he school u, 
not B&tinz." said Subramaniam. see how itwasrun. - 

i el he lied the concept worked Vision Schools share common fa- 
well in Subang Jaya as the communi- cilities, such as canteen and schwl 
tv was more o ~ e n t o  the idea of racial halls, and interests, such as club ac- 

derstimdlg, i Chinese school tearh- schouk made an rffi~rt  u) set a gtvd ihtt~gr:~u~~n. ' tivities and games. 'She ohjcctivr LS to 
er had helped w choreograph aTamil t:xmplr by n~irlglii~g and 51ting willl 111. warned that i t  may not work in promote racial integration. 


