- MY personal contact wﬂ;h
" the Tunku harks back to -
- the period between 1955-

.67 when he was chief min-: -

 ister and I'was working in

" the Federation Esta.bhsh—"

* ment Office. -

One of the first. thmgs

- Tunku Abdul Rahman and
his colleagues had to think

‘about with' the Alliance’s
victory in the -

* how to fulfil the promise of

re‘placmg all" expatriate
" government - stafl:
- Malayans. It was a’ com—

_mitment in the party man-
- ifesto that this would be -
- done within four years ef'—

mdependence i

- under;

They were anxwus to

avmd public recrimination.
_that had just o(,curred in
Singapore
" Labour Front government, -
; David - Marshall,
held publichearingson the -
_same policy and Jocal staff
. -associations aﬂeged ‘that =
-the colonial: regime had
“obstructed : the replace—-:-

where :the

‘ment of expatriate staff.

_Council’ in Augus
“The -cominitiee issued fo-
" each- govermnent depart-
ltwas agreedthatacom- -
mittee on the Malayanisa-.
tion of the public services '’
© with the Tunku -as_chair- -
man and Ahdul Razak
Hussein, Abdul Aziz Ishak,
H. S. Lee, V. T Samban--
_‘than, and the chief secre- -,
tary, D. C. ‘Watherston, as .

: ‘Jr?;,jThe 1955 federalra..electmn was over ‘and‘i* .

N 'Malayamsatlon was taking place. JOHN GULL!CK |
' a senior Malayan: Civil Service officer, now in his 805‘*:5
- recalls how locals took over from expatriates and

-who the key ﬁgures were behind the move to glve
Malayans control over the:r own destiny

memhers would d]SCUSS
the matter in private be-

fore - publishing -its. report;
N and recommendations.

-1 was secretary. 10 ‘the -

comnnttee ‘which: met’ j;
fivice a week for about a
yearand:1 presented:the
Federal

report- to- the

t1956.

ment a detailed question-

naire on-the progress:and
future _prospects for. the.-
sof. the,

“Malayamsanon
deparﬂnent

- Each. departmeni head'.

was.called hefore the com-

_mittee- fo - answers” ques-

" tions on the situation. -

“leagfies grappling with a diffi-
; cuk setofproblems. T
There .- ‘were - simply ot
: enough quahﬁed Malayans at
" that tinre to.fill all the posts:
. held by expatriates in techni-
“cal departments, and in-the -
- gdministrative, -
* police- departmems (as else
_where) - experience - -cotmted
for a good dealin discharging
“official duties, especmlly atse-
-pior” levels,” A foo Tapid; re-
‘placement pmgra.xmne might
- Jead to a.deterioration instan
- dards of performance that the
“committee ~was anxious - 10
-.avaid, aspublic &puuonwm}id o
* holditaccountable. - L
. " _The commiftee had also to
- face the fact that the colonial

- - government, soon after the

. end of the war, had launched
" g programme- of fraining. .
* Malayans {often at ovérseas
" universities) for senior posts;
" and this was beginning -to

- produce’ mote “results than::
" was genera.liy realised by the -
. government’s critics, though:
it would not achievé complete
o Malayamsaﬂon within'a gen= .
;. eration if csntmued at the ex=
o xsimg pace. . : i
.~ ‘But, 1o take an. Knportant‘
case,’ about one-third of the
’ postsinthe Malaya:n Civil Ser--
. vice ‘were, ia 1955, held by -
~ Malays and a very few other
Malayans, though they- were
' generallyin junior positions. -
My respect for the Tunku -
~increased as 1 watched him-
" handle: this difficalt agenda. -
“Beneath the debonair exteri-
or, he was:a serious and re-
. sponsible leader, with an at-
- {entive ear for public opinion. -
.- He also had a lot-of experi= -
‘ence of government from his -

days in the Kedah civil service.

- He was willing to listen to.
‘the. viéws of bis colleagues,
-especially Razak and Lee, up-
."on'whose judgment he relied”
~on a good deal.: Sambantham v
" hadlitile to say: ~

"Thereally dzﬁicult oTle Was.
Abdul: Aziz- (then minister of
. agriculture), who advocated, .
- rapid-, Malayamsaﬁen and 7.
was' suspicious ‘of ‘the good
- faith of British officials.. ~
- Tunku® dis-
agreed more than onee, .

- though always in a courteous.
fashion. Tt was evident that .
. the combative approach of
Abdil Aziz- jarred. on‘the
Sy }a&diaéyappearedmhxsbed—};fr
‘room,.t0. Wake hlm on the

"‘He and the .

“Tynkwas an gristocrat.

The commn:tee produced a4

"usmms and

“detailed and well-reasoned
réport: which. proposed - a -
phased ‘Malayanisation pro- -
gramme; over three to seven .
years, ‘according ‘to the cir- .
~ cumstances. of different de- .
r»pa.rtmemalserwces . }
1 had gone on leave when -
‘the report was published (and
- laid before the Pederal Coun- '
i), but I believe that it was
well received, as it set out a
reaksf&epmgmmms muchin -
' U advance of previous govern:
“‘ment atterpts. Its mplemen- o
_ tation also'was-a.success..

conut waler Was t}ze 31313? hq~ K

itid refréshment.’

erpment of their country. -

completed

- The Tunku_replied,
“away, woman,] am inno state:

—"»;haveknownhlm e

‘ mormng on vvhlch the results

of the Bar final exam were -

_published. With The Times in -
‘her hand, she said,

“Uncle”

{“she’ always called-me Un- -

cle”), “You’re throtigh.” ’
“GO

forajoke.” Butitwastrue. - -
He also said thathe enjayed

 being in politics. If ever it -

ceased to be fun, he would

- wish to beout of it. Fortunate---

‘ly we-do.not kﬂOW what the
futare holds forus =13 May

11969 wasa caseinpoint. .
'On_the whole (apart. fmm‘;

‘occasional spats with Abdul -
 Aziz), the Tunku and his col- -
leagues -were ‘cheerfal and- ©
= - united group. I remember on-
ly.one ghim gathering at Sam-~ -
“panthan’s house where ‘¢o-

Few Commonwealth prime -
ministers were as relaxed as -
the"ﬁmkuw&satﬁnsstagem
hiscareer. ©.

Tremember the Tunku asa-
remarkable man, whoserved

" his' country well,. He- would -
~ take “infinite trouble in his-
. . dealings with his electorate -
-In. 1956, the ’mnku 1ed i
delegation to London to nego-
tiate suecessfitlly for a defi- -
nite and early date for Merde-
ka. They returned to Malaya .
_exuberant, but 1 felt just a fit-
fle- overwhelined at “the.
prospect of them taking over -
completé control of the gov-. :
. 'theyletmein, papermhand
When' the” ¢omnittee: had"
. its work, the:.
{ Tunku very kindly invited me
to:a dinner party at his official .
‘residence. I was an informal -
‘occasion; 7There were' sopie. .~
*.small children and alittle girl-
“of about 3 who sat on his kneeé -
. in her pyjamas after dinner. -
“He was in good form and
-told the story of his eventual
success in gettinga call to the
‘Bar (just after the war). Here-~

-counted how his Earl's Court - -Malaysiain COﬂjuﬂCthh

but he avmded paperwork 1f

‘e could. -

Tonce had o seek hxs mgna

~turefor a paper I'had drafted "
- for himto submit to the Exec=
ytive Council. The Malay sec- .
~ retaries.in_his- outer office
- said that he was too busy to

see:me. So'I sat. there undil

“What's it about?”” asked

- the Tanku. I told him T would -
- rettiri ' when he had time to

readit. “Oh; that's a,lnght he:-

‘said and signed . -

along life' T have Iiéver
had > another such - compli-.
ment, It ‘was a privilege to

N

- M The writer made thls v
- contribution to Pustaka -
Wira Negara Arkib Negara \

- withtheupcoming - :
Merdeka ce!ebrations L
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