e “backroom” role at the of

THE whole (of Kuala Lu:mpur) N &
- town did not sleep for ahout two.
~ weeks. This- jours -

" nalist Felix Ablsheganaden of The S

. New Straits Times remeémbersthe - ™

- days leadmg to Merdeka Aug 31,

n<_1957

- Abdul - Rahman and the other

o leaders of the nation watched as

- On Merdeka eve, there was the..f,f"' &
S pre-mdependence celebration at =~ S
the Selangor Club, where Tunku

B the Union Jack waslowered at the

stroke of midnight and the -

- Malayan flag was raised.

 “We were to time the Bl‘l’tlSh an-—' -

| ';_them God Save The Queen, to end

~ when the (Federal Secretariat)
" clock was striking midnight and to -

. play the Negaraku, remembers
- Datuk Ahmad Merican, who was

in charge of the music that mght
- “Itwas impossible!™ -

The nlght before and the mornmg of the blg occasion. 'WAN HULAIMI; "
~and ARFAH ABDULLAH talk to a then worried broadcastmg manwho
“had to time the playmg of two national anthems to the very second, a

‘Queen ended as planned with the

- clanging of the clock tower bell, -3
. signifyingtheend of anera.” . - B8
~ Tunku Abdul Rahman’s Volce_
- then rang out loud as he shouted - £&
“Merdeka”, as Negaraku filled the (i
air, s1gmfymg a:new era, a new

Malaya

It was especla]ly mOVIIlg 6‘"'

' -eryone was in tears.”

- Ahmad contmued wrth ‘his

4(31&1

| '*‘-'proclamahonmMerdeka Stadium ' &

- the next day. In the celebrated -
 black and white photograph, the
~_Tunku is standing on a podium
. with-other dignitaries, leadmg the. -

. passionate cry of “Merdeka!”. -

* “Iwasunderneath that podium,

.,_fl-:i':':--'_'i'--i"recordmg the whole proceedmgs SR
| was S
Datuk Ah mad Merlcan

: Ablsheganaden who
| bronght in from the newspaper’s
- head officein Smgapore to beefup
~the team in Kuala Lumpur
o r_ememhers SRS

.. "“There was sO much enthus1- |
~ asm, everyone was putting up -
_ﬂags painting their buildings, and

-hanging bunting everywhere. -

.-~ “The . highlight on the eve of -
Merdeka was at the Selangor Club

| mg in from 5pm.

““Thousands thronged the ﬁeld

includinig many expatriates.”

After the address by the Duke of

| Sultan of
o 'Kedah the countdown began.
A]l eyes were on the clock at the |

o Gloucester -and " the

- Federal Secretarlat burldmg As it
struck midnight, the crowd roared
- withj Joy. Iwill never forget the mo-

ment.”

. The Journahsts then had to take -
turns to rush to The Straits Times -
office in nearby Market Square to -
file thelr c0py and rush back to the

field, The crowd started stream- ﬁeld

.stre ets of Kuala Lumpur

“The ﬁnal story was wr1tten~ at |
':-_ahont?)am oo

Ablsheganaden . rememhers |
| that as the euphoric celebrations
-~ started to die down, the crowd
" then left the field to walk down the- "

Fellx Ab|sheganaden |

The VIP VlSltOI'S from abroad left' :
for the Federal Hotel, which had -
~ been built at Tunku’s request to_

_accommodate them. ~

By 5am, the crowds were mak-_ .

- ing their way on foot, by bicycle,

“and other modes of transport to -

‘the Merdeka Stadium for the for-

- mal “handmg—over ceremony t

s “There was a drlzzle as we ar-_ |
rwed atthe stadium.”

It was perhaps an apt prelude to- :

the many who wept with joy-as:

~ Tunku read the proclamation, .

o Wthh descrlbed Malaya as hemg :

'."Frederick' Lees o

MT ; ,%\, \ 7

ljournallst who was rushing to meet his deadline, and an expatrlate cml
- service officer who led the shout of ‘Merdeka after Tunku had
| proclajmed mdependence '

'~ The impossible was possﬂole
- and all went well. God Save The

forever a- soverelgn democratlc
and independentstate”. -
For Frederick Lees; the man

: 'who continued to lead the shout of

“Merdeka”, he had played several

“key roles while serving. the
- ‘Malayan le Serwce in - the |

- 1950s. | L
" Lees, amemher of the staﬁ‘ who
served the Director of Operations
had worked tirelessly to win the -
hearts and minds of the. Malayan -
peOple during the Emergency. -
For that big day, he served as
_' secretary of the Merdeka Day Cel- |
_. .__-ebratlons commlttee .

In lus home in Rye England

: Lees ‘keeps a near-pristine copy,

cyclostyled and bound, of the

i Merdeka Day plan, detailing ev-
g ery movement of every guest, in-
~ cluding Tunku’s arrival, the dec-
- laration of mdependence and de-
- parture from the Merdeka Stadi-
~um, all la1d out Wlth thtary pre-
. .cision.

“On the morning of Merdeka-

. -Day,abus drove into the ditch just
. near the stadium,”
- “which pushed everything

programme back by an hour.”

says Lees,
in the

Heé remembers the moments

__before Tunku stepped out to ad-
- dress the crowd who turned up to
~ hear the oﬂ‘imal proclamahon of
/3 _mdependence | |

“Just before entermg the ﬁeld .

o _"I’unku popped his head into the
- (broadcasting

| room) box and .
asked Albar (Datuk Sy ed Jaafar

. Albar)to shout “Merdeka into the

_ ImcrOphone at the end of the cere- .
mony.

Tunku was full of last mmute

- changes like that. At the end, Al-

bar. shouted “Merdeka"’ and the |

~ crowd responded.

. “Aftera couple of roarslater, Al--

bar lost his voice, and he turned to
“me (and Srg'na]led that 1 Should);

contmue

. “And. there T was, an Enghsh—-
_man, at the rmcrophone shouting

- ‘Merdeka!” and the crowd re- .
: ._sponded ’f"-——-MPS
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