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~ Berita Harian would go a. long -

- way tohelp people speak Malay,. .

_ the president of the All-Malayan -
* Estates Staff’' Union, Mr. Yeoh
“GuariLeong, said today.
‘Mr, Yech told the first annu- --
" al'meeting of the union’s Low-
~er Perak branch: “A. proper
-'T-knowledge of the' Malay lan- -
‘guage, customs' and culture
will be the key to the new so-
-cial, ‘order of mdependent
_Melaye devold of SllSplClOIl

fear a,nd mter-ra(:lel strlfe |
“Malay will soon permeate

a]l leglslatures, councils, pub-

“lic welfare and: semi-govern-
_ment bodies and be¢ome’an -
“essential reqwrement for e]l

E soclal contaets

-“No one can play hJs part in-

civic life without an exce]lent

knowledge of thelanguage.

“Until now Malay has lacked

literature of interest to non-

_ Malays. Now the Berita Harian -

“offers a practloal e,nd cheap
Way of learmng it.”

: '(Ma,n-On the Street column-——_'_
July 8,1957) |

: -Language for harmony
- IN recent speech at Senunylh

Mr. .Ong Yoke Lin “asked
" Malays to learn the Chinese
- and Indian languages for the

: seke of racial harmony." .
~ Inmy opinion this is mlprao-
'—]tlca,ble Which of the -half-
dozen Chinese dialects should
‘a'Malay learn? Mandarin is-.

spoken only by about 40 per -

_.cent of the Chlnese here

There are three mej or lan-
g‘uagengroups of Indians in-
Malaya, plus at least five mi- -

'i-_.’.norlty groups; Hindi is under-"
~stood by barely 10 per cent of
_thel el Indians. -

“The realistic way to perfect-’
reclal understa.ndmg must

~<necessarily be threugh the .
-Malay la,nguage “which is the =

mother tongue: of 50 per cent.
of the emstmg Ma,layan POpu- |
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