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man, a strict father, a phllanthroplst a dedi-
tionist.

ome of “Bangsa Malays1a

It was his faith in-national umty coupled

,w1th his tireless efforts to promoté.the country,
which saw him selected by the Reid Commis-
- sion to help draft the Constitution of the Feder-

- ation of Malaya; prior to'the countrys mdepen-' ‘

- dence from Britain. - :
The commission - comprlsed constltuhonal
--experts-from Australia, India and Pakistan,
and it was presided by Lord James Reid, a Lord
-of Appeal from Britain.. -

“British government; the Conference-of Rulers,
~and representatives of the major pohtlcal par-
‘ties in Malaya... : :

Even - though he was a non-Muslim, Isdacs

‘ students at a private school which he set up..

derits of various races to work together:

given'to his 13 children. -
His second child, John Isaacs, a book pub-
lisher based in Sydney, Australia, told the New

Straits Times: “He knew Lhad ‘a lof of Malay
friends; but he told me to-also heﬁ'lend the Chi-

nese boys in Kampung Cina.™ -
‘For Isaacs, the festive period was a tlme to

‘beMﬁalays T

Born .in' Mavelikara, a town in Kerala in -

1908, Isaacs moved here at the age of 20 after

working as: a teacher at: the Anglo-Chmese, L

School in Ipoh..
first private English school in Malaya, in 1932.

The school could boast ameng its. alwmni roy-

alties, like the late Sultan Mahmud Al-Muktafi. -

BﬂlahShah -and two former menterisbesar.-

‘military pohce, who tortured h]m and. conﬁs

‘cated headmaster as well asa ploneer eduea-’

But above all, Datuk PC. Isaacs Was the eplt-:

It was appointedin a,coordance Wlth the

London Agreement -of 1956 between ‘the ‘thevarlous races in the country together

‘It was also at the schoet that he would stréss
“the unportance of unity and encourage stu-

KU@LATERENGGANU He was a God- fearing

‘Datuk P C. Isaacs worked tlrelessly to bring-

« cated his books after they lea.rnt that he was

L .. giving tuition privately.
Tsaacs’- religious- tolerance was legendary

He-subsequently: Jomed Force 136, an a:ntl- ‘

- Japanese resistance movement..
would join- the " procession - during -Prophet - -
‘Muhammad’s birthday and he was instrumen-'

tal for mtroducmg religious classes for Muslim

Afier the Japanese surrendered, he was ap-
pointed assemblyman in Terengganu and be--
came the only Indian in the East Coast to hold
thatpositionin 1948. -

He reopened his school nnmedlately after»
the war in a rented two-storey house in Kedal

-.. ‘Binjairoad.
Athome, the same encouragementwould be !

Having witnessed the horrors of war ﬁrst»
hand, Isaacs was even more passionate in his
quest to promote unity, especmlly since the in-
vading army had trled to split up the dlfferent’

-races.

_ In 1956, his views-en ramal umty were

sought by the Reid Comm1s1on and he submit-
ted apaper tothem:
foster unity. and to celebrate with all Taces:
During Christmas, for instance, outsiders -
-would be forgiven for' thinking that he was -
hosting a kenduri as. most of hlS guests would :

“Butmy dad was a pnvete person We never .
knew  of his involvement until after indepen-

_dence, where it was mentioned in the book on -
~the Federal Constitution,” said John.

Isaacs was nominated as ‘a-senator. bt ‘he- :

fore he could accept it, he was k1]led ina road»

accidentin 1974, He was 67. - :
Astreet was subsequently named in his hon- .

...our but the name was changed durmg thePas -
-He set up the Crown Gramma:r School the .-

administration. The: street is' now known as

- Jalan Sultan Sulaiman. The fannly is trying to
_getJalanDato’ Isaacs reinstated. '

And what would P.C. Isaacs. have felt a.bout -

5 the country. celebratmg 1ts 501;]1 year of mde-
+“The™ school” was  shut~down-when' the = - ‘
}apanese invaded Malaya and Jsaacs was ar- -
Tested by-the: Kempetel the feared Japanese

pendence? L
“I think he: would have been proud that the

~ nation has become so successful and that some -
“of h]S former students arein hlgh posmons
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