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OT many of us had the chance
to witness ‘our nation’s first
‘Merdeka celebration 50 years
- ago, what more to work alongs1cle
Tunku Abdul Rahman, but for those
who were more fortunate like Tan
Sti Yahaya [brahim, it was an experi- -
ence that he remembers clearly till -

Yahaya was assngned w1th other
young Malayan civil servants as pro- -
tocol officers caring for the Japanese
~ delegation that was in the country
for the celebration then. o

“When I was selected be a proto—
col officer from Malacca, I was just as
‘excited as everyone else as we all -
knew that we- were going to cele- -
brate our first Independence Day,”
said Yahaya, who was teaching at the -
Malacca High School when he was
mformed of the selection. =~ -

He then came to Kuala Lumpur to
learn all that was necessary for the
b:gday e T
“We were taught eve

hmg from

n

road maps, language and also tra1__necl
"'to sing the National anthem,” said
Yahaya, who -was also sent 1o
Smgapore to learn Japanese. -
However, he remembers that it
“was a good refresher class to learn
the. language after ‘some ' basic
lessons during his -primary school
“days but somethmg else caught h1m

e
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“When the 12-member delegatlon ~ Idris (UPSt)-a

“came, all except their leader knew
“how to speak: Enghsh said Yahaya .

lng with the country’s guests.

‘He remembers how tough it was
to take charge of the Japanese dele-
gation as anti-Japanese sentiment
- was still strong back then.
~ had to travel with the delegation’s
- leader in an open roof government -

" Besides that, Yahaya who speaks

He also

gUestcar T
e clelegatlon made official tnps
' between the Federal Hotel, Stadium -
" Merdeka and visited the Japanese
commumty n ‘the country -said

-

" Yahaya, -~

fluent Hokkien, also remembers that
- “during the two-week service, it was
-also the year where he was present--
-ed with a camera from the Japanese.

After the delegation left Kuala
~ Lumpur, he went back to continue
teaching  Art, Enghsh and Bahasa -
Malaysia in- Malacca.

‘He was later promoted to Federal
~ Inspector of Schools before he retired
-in 1984. He is now the pro-chancel-- -
~lor of Umver51t1 Pendidlkan Sultan-

of governors. of Olympla?

~director/governor of KBU. 'lntema—--
. who then had no problem convers-_ ~ tional College (KBU) as well as the

cha1rman of Krista’ Educatlon Sdn -

Besules spenclmg time at the pri-
vate 1nst1tutlons the 78- year—old
‘who grew up in Bayan Lepas,
Penang; goes for mommg walks dally

‘to stay ﬁt
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