IT’S tlme te get pamctlc S
-With national day celebratlcns
-cf what makes us a ccuntr'y we

]ust two-and-a-half months away,
we should both individually”
“and collectively start building up-
the momentum towards.mark- .,
- ing asignificant memem m cur

ccuntry 5 hlstory -

~Since this is gemg tc be

ge}den anniversary-of our iﬁde—
. pendence - a once-ini- a—hfetlme
‘ event for the peninsula at. least -
~{(because Sabah. and Sarawak-.
- only became part of Malays‘la m
1963) -~ Malaysians sh@uld begin
- refleciing on ail ihe t.hmgs we can
~be thankful for: - e

“And here’s \scmethl _
help some of us keep focused
_onthe good thmgs we shouldnot
take for granted abcut eur
ceulltl‘y

The cﬁiclal lc 0 cf thc 50th
Merdeka celebmtzens with the -

. official theme of Malayzsmku |
Gemzlang (My Glerlcus

;;Malays:ta), is as gced a remmder

as-any,notjustto-be patmotlc but

cezz be proud of. .
_According tc the Press
-Secretarlat of the 50th Merdeka -

~gelebrations (seé -www.medi--
" asecretariatmerdeka’s0.com.my),
- the ra’uenale fcr the lcgc is'as fcl»
~lows:

» the lcgc is’ mspzred by our

~much-prided: Jalur Gemilang
~(national flag): fluttering in the
- 8ky - a symbol of Malaysmns |

~love for their country;

% thered and white stripes have
- been redesigned into the figure
0. .;r-.':l“5” while the crescentmoon and
the star have been made into the-
“figure “0” to symbolise 50 years;.
“making it the feeal pemt ofthe .
natmnal;;-:-

- lego. - ;and our
celebratlcns, -

-» the tail end ef i‘he ﬁgure “5”‘ 13_'. -'

appe_n_ded to.the stigma ofthe

- bunga rgya- our national bloom;:

~ blue, unity
~been forged by the .
people; and the yellew _
“symbolises the ‘Yang di- e
~ Pertuan Agong -and also

- réepresents  what a - -,
glorious | natlcn we've M 7
_-beccme |

» at the end cf the stigma are ﬁve :
dots to symbolise the five
prmclples of our Rukun Negara,-
- which is practised by all

Malaysmns

“® the cver-archmg round shape |
 of the logo is italicised and
slanted to the rzght to represent--
~how dynamic our country has
~ ‘beenin achlevmg progress smce
| mdepeﬁdeﬁce

» the round shape alsc denctes
how ‘united - multi- raclal
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| by jacqﬁeline Ann Stirin

o Nationel 'S'On'gs .
. can help us
i -r‘fecl pamotzc

and every .. _

:.h.ejffor't should

be made by .

o Malaysians
‘who love this

couniry 1o

learn these
songs and-to

sing alcng. .

Malaysza is as-we experlence
prespem:y and develcpment 4

over the past 50 years;

% the red and white mgmfy

all Malaysmzzs the
thathas ez

smce

“Indeed, there isﬁmuch tc be

- prcud abcut. o |
.. Butjustin case there are SUH :
- naysayers out there, here’s some-
‘thing else:to remmd us to be |

thankful for what we have,

 The “Cemerlang, Gemﬂang,'
-~ Terbilang” national song thathas. -
~-been jingle-ing away on our air--
- waves and at official functions.
- The song’s lyrics, as our Prime
~ Minister pointed outon Monday,

-were réminders on patriotism

- and striving for excellence and
-because the song is in an zzpbeatﬁ
‘tone, it.makes it easier for peo--

ple to memorise the wordings.:

 “Thelyrics are meaningful and -
~ should be understood by all. We:
should not regard it as. some-

m P‘utfa} ayai .

4 “about dlsplaymg arro-

'songs can help us

Bernama repcrts.ﬁ__g_.
e Datuk Seri Abdullah-‘__-g:
PO Ahmad Badawi as say-

- . ing that achieving the /
" . standard of pride as out-
“lined in'the song wasn’t - — ~

3 Jecqzzeime Ann Sarm hczs enly
-one country to be pamctzc about,
and she’s pmud that it's Malaysia.
"~ She is assistant news editor af
" theSun. Ccmnwnt feedback@ the— |

. '_ r gance, but Was a ncble thmg""_'f'
1o de |
| He hasa pcm,t National ~

' feel patriotic and

- ;‘-every eﬂ‘crt should be made by
- Malaysians who love this.coun-
: -!rytc leam these sezzgs aﬁdte smg

Nc chder the premier Was

R dlsappemted at the assembly that
“some civil servants have.yet to
memorise the song and Kept
silent while it was being sung,
and felt it necessary to rap them.

.Of course, national celebration

lcgcs national flags and songs are
* notthe only- ways we can start feel-
. ing pairiotic in the run-up:to the -
“national day celebrations. But they

are usefuland mzpertam teels that

_?can umte 1S as'a nation.

Pl confess that I don’t yet have
a naﬁcnai flag on my car or hang-
ing outside my balcony. And 1

__ Cdon’t yet know how to sing,
. - thing that does not bring anyi,_.,"*perled So I'm not certain learn- 5
. benefit. This is poetry at:its finest -
- which has been turned into a
o :natlcnal song,” he told the -
-, monthly assembly-

for staff of the Prime -

| : \ | }Mlmster’s Department N

. mg the 1yncs of any national seng
-;,_W]ll help rev up the patriotic SplI‘— |
.'1t in my corner of Malaysia.-

‘But-I.do like the: Malaysiaku

-. Germlang“theme and. have:-heen
,.peppermg my conversations -
- 'with it just to remind myself and -

others about the thlngs we can

"_be prcud about and thankful for.

In the meantlme, I thmk I’ll

..fesuwues

sundazly com”
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