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.._ﬂlem songkok (cap) as a symbol ef

'-".__._'.beyeotl:ed SirEdward Gent’s inaugura-
‘tion as Malayan Union ZOVErnor. -

ﬁght for their: rlghts and organised -

e

" Hromo ebtamed support from all stra——

";-__SMalaya (Malay Nationalist Party or .

by refusing to carry out any work. Also -

HE Malayaa Umel_; whleh
the “ British ?‘-E_Labeur
Gevemment maugurated in
pest—war Malaya on Aprll 1

1945;<

lived eeastltutlonal '_expenment, 1t led"'
1o dramatic pelmeali develcvpments i

In present:day Ma
textheoks-* [

- the Malayan' .-_.Umen{j tre: birth:

’the United Malays N ahena:l; Orgamsatlen
“or Umno - which was maugilrated on
May 11,1946 in Johor Baru - and the

~‘emergence of Datuk Onn J aafar as 1ts
tirst president. - o T

_-_,ta of Malay. society in opposing the
‘Malayan Union - the aristocrats, the -
radieal Parti Kebangsaan Melayu

MNP), Islamic groups, civil-servants,
rural leaders like the penghulus (vﬂ]age
*._heads), and even the pehee and
ex—semee persennel o e
- Ummo opposed the Malayan Umen
because it restricted the Malay rulers’
‘powers and Malay special prlwleges
- and granted citizenship and equal rights
- to non-Malays who quaJJﬁed on blrth,
-residential and other terms.
- Umno demanded a return to the pre-

war political structures, set. up in the -

Malay states according to treaties signed
‘with the Malay rulers under which ’rhe
- British “protected” the Malay states and
“advised the rulers inAll matters. except
Islam and Malay customs.

- The protests and demenstratlens
agamst the Malayan Union saw Malay
‘women breaking tradition by joining -
~marches and earrymg placards. Many
~ Malays wrapped white ‘cloth around

‘mourning. | -
 Umno urged Malay eml servants o
‘boycott the Malayan Union govemment

at Umno’s urging, the Malay rulers.

Nen—Malays were also- prempted o

pelmeal parties such as the Malayan

" Indian Congress (MIC) and the Malayan

- Democratic Union, which came under

an umbrella organisation - the

< All- Malaya Courneil of Joint Action

(AMCJA) “headed- bjpromment

Chmese Ieader Tan Che:ug Lock.
-Several trade unions and Women S

groups aligned with the then seml-legal

:Go_mmumst Party of Malaya also

Dby

-

—

An antl--';“
MaIayan

“Union
-cancaturé'

at——

Tun Tan Cheng;-"

eventually
founded MCA

o

| ¥ an Antl-Malayan Umon demonstratlon

v

 Umno founder
~Datuk Onn .laafar
was a keen wnter -

]omed the AMCJA

‘For thefirst time, f)e]lues during

the Maiayan Union. led to the .
~formation of a multi-racial alliance
" between the non-Malay AMCIA and
the Malay-based Pusat Tenaga
Baayab (Putera), a coalition under the
- MNP’s. leadershlp that eempnsed its
yeuﬂ:l and women ngs and Malay
eultural bedles.fﬁ;?,-"

“DrBur """'uddm A_I—Helmy beeame
Putera—AM CJIA pre51dent, Wﬂ:h Tan
-as deputy president.

- 'This followed the MNP’s deparmre
from Umno over ‘differences regard=
mg Umno’s ﬂag The MNP decided te
_team up with the AMCIA 1o fight for_
-an independent United Malaya with
equal citizenship for all, and an
-elected Parliament in which I:he Malay -
rulers would beeeme COHStltllllOIlﬂ]
monarchs_._ SR S

. 'The eeahtmn S partles alse agreed
that Malay would:be the national -
laﬂguage and all citizens Weuld be
kaown as “Melayu” nationals.”

The:- “proposed - “Melayu
nauenahty was eentmversml but it
‘was quite different from bangsa
Melayu and was not a racial but a-
- national identity. The Malays 0ppesed
“the term “Malayan” because it was.
assecxated with the Malayan Union, -
‘8o Putera’s nen—MaIay partners agreed
net to use it. At the same time, ’rhe ter_m
“Malaysmn” did not yet exist.

‘The AMCJA-Putera “Peeple s
Censtltuueﬂ” ‘which® meerperated
these points: was a blueprmt fer
Ma]ayas future, o

-Many ebservers were suxfpnsed that
Chmese and pro- comrnunist groups

ey
n«\

-

. . R !

were Wlllmg to. make such major
concessions to. accommodate the
“MNP’s Malay nationalism, and
‘equally surprised that the MNP was
willing to accept non- Malays as
equal citizens-if they demeastrated
their loyalty to Malaya. - = -
‘However, the British- gevemment
re] jected the AMGJA Putera proposals,.
~ and decided to.coneede instead to the
demands of Umno: and the Malay
- rulers. The British weré not yet ready -
_to grant self—gevernment and
mdependenee and attempted to-
‘megotiate a.deal that would not
-endanger its pohncal eeen'emlc and )
Imlltary interests. ~ . .~
~Umno and the Malay rulers had_
taken up their. grievances with the
“Colonial Office in London by writing -
- petitions to Brltlsh members of
~Parliament and Wagmg a publle
relaho:ﬂs campaign. o
“They received suppert from
premment former British government
eﬂieers l]ke S]I' Blehard Winstedt and
The Brmsh ﬁnally agreed 1o the
Malay demands for the return of
~ sovereignty to the Malay: rulers, and
-a tightening of citizenship-laws for
- Chinese, Indians and others: In return, .
“Umno and the Malay rulers: agreed
.10 the British proposal to set up the
Federation of Malaya as a mutually
~aceeptable frame of government to
replaee the Malayan Umen
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