-~ Comimission had been accepled,

- newly-independent ceunuy

by zainonAhmad R -‘f’mdonesm s U
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P ENHE Federatmn of Malaya ga.]ned,c
\ B8 mdependence i‘im_ the British-at -

.....

‘ 1957
'by the Alliance;

the Selangir Paﬁaﬂg te Wetness;;.

When the eieck at the tower eti the

o Selanger Seeretariat buﬂdmg stmek 12 s

Abdul Rahman shouted ch m, dekat”~
. “severaltimes. e crowd o
e enthumasucaﬂy

-1 was.a moment pregnant wnh‘f”

: --szgmﬁcanee but Tunku ‘conld only make
~ a short speech because his-words were!
qmekLy drowned out as e was swarmed
by peopleé who mshed te the stage te-
- ;shake his hands.

- Malaysm would have been the eeuntry s \
nameat the time of independence if Unmo’s
suggestion to the Reid Constitutional
- d, but the"
-+ MCA’s suggestion"that ‘the name of the
| be retained -
- as Federation of Malaya, m English, and:
- Persekutuan Rmah Melayy, mMalay, Was
. -mstead aeeepted
" Se the ceuntry 8, leng name became
. _known as Federatton of M xay ~a, and 1ts
shertened name Malaya;, 7 |
. Infact; the idea of a mder fedemt;pn ef
the states of the Malay peninsula with
. - Sabah, Sarawak and Singapore had been
* bandied about even-before World War 11, -
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ﬁg '_51 J%% - indeed, that was the

-""':"'eb].eetun"e fmm the Phtlzppmes axzd

x In an unefﬁmal eeremeny et'ganised- ad te be deferred

;people-had. gaﬂl@];‘ed

“declared that the' peeple of Sabah aﬁdx
Sarﬁwak opted to-join Malaysm : ¢

_- “‘ff_'-__ere eeu,ld have eeme tegether on

Because of thelr a]legahens ’rﬁat Malays,ta

e Was “q. neo-colonialist Iet”‘ the Bnited

‘Nations (UN) decided to eenduet an enquiry
“to. resolve the issue by verifying the

£ 30, msheg af Sabahans and: Sarawaklans.

TEW federatteﬂ 8 preclam&nen

Sabah atﬂd Sl_l’-

scheduled on A’ug 51 But’ Sarawak, dueto
- its internal politics, couldn’t and so had o
- wait for the- UN-report which officially

~The new federation was pmelaimed

e Gn’Sept 16 }t bmught tﬁ a ﬂlﬁse m{}f'e tha-ﬂ
100-years: of British dominance i the:

th_reewstates ‘but Stngapere left the
it‘ ederation i 1965. -
“Nationalistic: ferveur fer Métlaja s

mdependenee gamed momentum after

Weﬂd War 11

- After. the war,: ttred ef the eharade of - and some leaders went dndergro
o “mdlrect rule”, the British imposed. direct

~rule by makmg the whole peninsula a -
“~-colony; calling it th/e Malayaﬂ Union. Sabah
andSaI;awaK also became separate colonies. -

‘The Malay Rulers, with whom the
“British signed treatiés, ‘quickly realised they -
“had been dtspossessed oftheir eetmh'y and
mduced 1o being rehgwus heads. !

- Instead of yeing protected, they had been
betraycd, screamed the Malay leaders. |
" coming on the heels of the: three—-week

guerillas durmg the mterregnnm that
followed the Japanese surrender ‘'on Aug

__ 15 1945 amd the arnval of the Brmsh'
- and was /ﬁnaﬂy and eﬂimally meetet} m . IC-0CCUpation 1oree i earty < - *, th

e

Nattenal Qrgamsatten ;’_-_ i

.nme_"_} led by Its

ters ‘when: they: returned.”
“retg:a of terror” undér the communist. -

_-j:?_.f tf'":- s pamelpated in these demen?
"-}_-St[‘aﬁfﬁis, and most of them later
plan -~ had it not been for serious : amalgamail;ed into the: Umted ‘Malay §o

T ﬁrst premdent, Bat&k .zm J aafar Hewever X

Several ‘Malay nationalist groups had :
struggled for mdepeﬂdenee before the
‘war. A few of these. greups ‘which .
meiuded the ';-,-'esaman Meleyu Miuda
C (KW -M) banded toge-*_;‘?er lmder the
O anisation Kesatx 7"?-Raaya:t---l - njung

o "“_ ~or Kﬁt‘is fer shert ««; #.md werked to ehtam -

. .:| A :'l"'
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Hﬂssem and DP e

try a:nd mth ﬂtelr hselp, Kerts was able te
estabhsh units:in'alt the states. -~

““'Their plan'was for them with Japa;eese
eonmvance., to take: over the ceuntry 8-

Im -"'_',f_'stratlen from'ihe-Japanese: |
prepare 1o resist the British’ when they _'
HT '-red The_J_ apanese played alcmg fer a.

Power T
Japan s’ su:rrender aed news ef the-r |
Brttlsh’s early return scuitled Keris® plans -
Un dwhﬂe_i.
Ibralnm escapedto hldenes:ta,. Some were
~arresied. by the:British when they.
returned while others were. able to
" continue their nattenahsﬁe acnﬁttes tmt}l -
mdepeudence C o
“But like in Indenesm Myanmar
Viemam, Laos and Camhedra, the three- -
“and-a-half-years. of: pamful Japanese
.ccupa_twn fostered.in the people a-
rent attitude towards ﬂlelreelemalmas- )

~Britain was no. lenger t;he mvmelbie
Whtte imperial power they-once held in
‘awe; not only were its forces defeated by~

an- ztsum pewer they were also"

Tmmediately aer they returned, the
; - -"I ‘“ pﬁt 1'_[1 place &ﬁ mliltﬂi‘y
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Um@n; with its offer of generous citi

Shlp r,tghts te mm Malﬁaye, was}"z
estab hec -

Malay—éz?msmeﬂ, the ish cOMpromise
by establishing a more aeeepta%ale system -
ea]led‘ the Federatmn of M ra which. o




mto foree on Feb 1, 1948 ]
_Singapore was exoluded from thls
federatlon because: of its large Chinese -
populatlon. Even in the federation,- the
“Chinese - two thirds. o-_.,them local-bom —
formed 45.2% of the six IIIIlllOIl
. population. The Malays made up 43.8%,
the Indians 10,5%, and others about 0. 5%.
_.Some Chinese . who decided: 1o make

| f_Malaya thelr home were unhappy with the
- less generous omzenshlp terms. offered

under the new federal consututlon

seeing it-as a setback. Under these

elrcumstanoes}, the Commumst Party of -
“Malaya.(CPM) - which launched its armed.
~ rebellion following a spate -of violemee .
_during which-three European pIarlters
~were: killed in one day in. Sungai Siput,.
Perak, leadmg 1o an emergency. bemg
“declared - saw an. opportunity to win-
d1sencha11ted Chinese;to iis side in an
attempt 10 gain control of the country. It .
~was: immediately outlawed by the British.

‘While. t‘heﬂemergency was at, 1t§

helght, there was litile chance of po]mcal
~development towards :achieving self-

~ governance for which the 1948 Federa’un*

of Malaya Agreement was a stepp ng stone.
But in an effort to wih.the. people S.
- “hearts ‘and mind”, the colomal
government mtroduced the “member
system”wunder which: nine locals ‘were
made members of the government’
_executive council. The British also
promised local elections to-allow people
to play a. more aotwe role in government.
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As a result a number of pohtwal govenunent asked Tun]m Abdul Rahman,"
partles were formed The Ma]ayan Indian - * the Umno presadent Who sueceeded Onn
Congress (MIC) was formed in 1946 - andwho was also the Alliance leader, o
_following the dlssolutton of & number of - become Chief Minister and: to nominate
- political organisations inchad ﬁ'_'--gthe Cemral ei!eoteﬂ Alliance menibers as ministers -

- Indian. Assocmtton ofMalaya,ln 1949;the . under the - new system of se1f~
- Malayan Chinese ‘Association (MCA)H@S government L S el e
formed, led by Tan. Cheng Look, Leong “Soon, preparahons Were»under;way
for mdependence ‘A delegation of

Yew Koh"and TH. Tan.

-~ In 1951, Onn left Umnoﬁ to form the ~government members; part leaders_;j_'and
Independent of Malaya Party (IMP) after .~ ~representatives of the Malay Bulers went
“his proposal to admit nen-Malays as Umno ~to Londoun to work out sleps towards -
members was. re;ected ‘His new party aohlermg Merdeka m:a._._1957 A date was
recewed the MIC’s. support. soon decided.”. oo e

On. Jan 8.:1952, reaetmg to the In the meant}.me the Alhance
formaﬁon of. the IMP Ummno and MCA: governmem Worked hard to end the
‘announced that they would be working = -~emergency by Aug-31.-But, an amnes;-f;-_-"- |
-together-in the:Kuala Lumpur municipal = offer to the communists received poor: -

- coumeil eleouoas. Of the 12 seats, the Ummo- - response. So-a.direct meetmg was arranged
Tunkw, Singapore Chief
mdependent one. - L et - Minister David- Marsha}l :and Tan Cheng

Dlsﬂluswned Wlth the lukewarm Lock Wlﬁl: CPM se cretal 'g{f',-general Chm’
support from. the non—Malays he was court-" " Peng and his trusted lieutenants. - -
ing, ! Onnformed a more nationalisticMalay. .

£

"MCA a}llance won nme, I<MP two and an . in Baling between Tu

i

TTRE( “The talks ;.--.oollapsed after the
rty, Parl:l Negara.- This. drove the MIC, - _.___:oommumsts rejected the terms . of
then led by its fourth presadent KL - surrender. However, thé failed talks p prove

Devas_e_r into the' Alliance in 1954 - to be A propaganda victory:of sorts for
. Conf dent that the Alliance’ formula of Funku and the Alhanoe leaders.. .+ ..o
tm'ee~raola1 parties werlung together was - - “Meanwhile; a a_commission: of dlstua—-_-;-.-é;%
aoeeptable to the people, the leaders gmshed }umstswas setup. under the chair- -
~decided to -contest the flrst federal: .f--.'manshlp ofLordReldwithmembers from
feleetlon in 1955 :as one ‘party. The. ~Britain, India, Pakistan and Ausiralia for
" Alliatice won 51 of the 52 seats. The Pan- = the all 1mportant task of draftmg a’
Malayan Islamle Party (PAS) won the eonstltimon for an independent Malaya. . e_'_?
remammg seat. " . T - On midnighi on Aug 30, 1957, tleUmon' -
Followmg the 6180110118 ,_ the oolomai E_.'?'?f-.}aok was lowered for the last time. - .-
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