;;:-;f"-‘i_en May 97 1961 at't

Corresp Ondents Association ih-

Singapore. -

o “Letus beeenle independent ﬁrst: H
_and then we W]]J de01de iafhether te

. 'Gaper wlto are a‘lsefff-"':"-"'embers of the
~Council Negen considered the.5_:3:-;'-_;,;_::-merease the number of bumiputras -
e 0. ensure that their numbers were
bigger than the others; Slngapore,:-;_;g_;-;___,_____, unku’s prop
I 4 threatened; by cemmumsts Watlted o Tan My
. In'Sabah, 'IhnFuad Stephens (then

;_--.',,Denald Stephens), a newspaper -
-publisher; a member of the State
~.Council andHugwm Siou (paramount , .
- leader) of the Kadazan/Dusun. pee-{’f.:' .
- “numbers would“increase with
‘Malaysia, .andthey also feared, that -
they would éventually be sidelined by

oldest legislatire in the country, wer

| i':-,-unammous in thelr OPPOSIﬁOII to tihe

nku's plan.. -

f'_'__'___-“_ple shared the same view as-Ong,

-/ “We must not 'be- seen*’as_f‘“
ehangmg colonial masters,” was the -
“response of the United Natmnal__’-”-%_
- Kadazan Organisation: (Unke), aparty. -
Keningau '
- 'ey--:.-l-‘_.f;eulture and :polity. would.be
gradually eroded. Thus, discussions
-were held on: aueh issuesas: reltgton,-___;_'-,;..;
| -~ Sarawak):which later’ nlerged Wlth
- Panas (Parti Negara Sara ak) to rorm-
--Parl:t Bumiputra: N
"Many Dayaks led by thelr
N parameunt chief, Temenggeng Jugah
“anak-Barieng; also came out in_
- support of the idea, The e_hlef Was:s;.".-t
1 .among the feunders ef Pes‘_f_ff“- ca (Parti®
Pesaka-A el gt b
‘immigration, special position of the - merged w
.mdlgenous peeple language, eduea—-

~'f'_-?‘:].?uad forme d- Wlth
i eommumty feader GS Sundang

~ contacted leaders from the eﬂlerter-_f
. ritories to see whether they Shﬂuld'?"f
f_.__'rev-we _the idea: e_f | _a_ federatmn of

Mf._?;i y: of the leaders beheved tllat._"__
- ”alIIOIlﬂjVaS.an;th really -
ple. of the -

-' 'Mala*ﬁéfia’s forr
- “meant to: benefit the peoy

~iwo. temterles but more ito’ prewde

a aelutmn to. solve the. przablems of -

 Britain, Malaya and Singapore.

P Brltaln needed to withdj raw. f!'OIIi

. #the E”ast but 1t céuld net 1us“t up an‘d

‘would be at the mercy :
mercially superior’ Chinese whose. = “
‘months after the ;

.;l7f§made Most ef the
'tred on the Sabah All—pj

'-'-;'-.seeurlty
The leaders opposed the plan-;;___
because: they feared thelr peeple:;.;_j_--’i_ agree
‘described him as beéing the most

‘the more: pelmcally sephlstlcated
'3-._-~_-Malays. S '

They;also nrorned that thelr

eduealen and ﬁnanee .__'fhere

point memorandtIm conty ?-T'

"':- :i'

.- _,I"" . - 1

"i‘fva Malajfa wan’rea 'te . 'I'y‘ before |
A arrwedafln the twe terrltorles to

of the com~

_-f,scltsswns cen-
rty 20~ OIIltj‘"i

3 j iﬂg mﬂt*
-ters the two temtertes wanted to safe- -

“guard. But'mostly the focus was on
- religion, constitutional safeguards,

plan

he: ﬂle plan.

Alld the reselve ef

determine the peeples Tespense to

';:'\:';'.;_31dered a Ieader of Sabah Malays

( whelehearted]y Semeene even

gung-ho”: about___MalaySita ‘A fey

_,mted Sabah Natmnal

ferrned Usne

= -F.rgamsatten) -

In Sarawak two Iawyers Tun
" Abdul Ptahrnan,Yakub and his nephew
- Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahmud, not only ..

favoured the idea but:also promoted

-----

.it. They quickly formed a party -

called Barjasa . (Barlsan ‘Anak Jati -

'-'_‘i_"._ﬂk ‘Sara

- ! ~ . . . e

The Malays Were; '-

'i_{‘;;i}_ﬁeasﬂy persuaded by .
Malayan Fofeign
Ministry’ permanent
. secrejary Tan Sri .
PRee...8 Ghazali Shafie - the
| Ste h’Ell . driving fo;;ge behmdﬂ;

nnouncement, he

er PBB the current dommant party

“terms for Sabah atid Saraw:
-book The Price of Loyalty, he said he

3 .
......

of the: Sarawak Barisan Nasional;

‘o '..'.__35 III hlS

"-whlle he was in Londons = =
Indeed, most Ieaders of the Bornee
~ territories had heard of similar pro--.
~posals for an assecratlen of Malaya,
Singapore, Sabah, Sarawak and

- Brunei being’ bandted about by

-----freperl:ers on arrival at the.

ith Parti: Bulqlputra to "‘
g -fferm Partl Pesaka Bumlpulra Bersam Malays ia, and who Was

net to be It fell mste
blrthda ef

“officials in Britain and in Asia l(mg
_befere the Tu:

unku’s announcement.
‘But Fuad Stephens and mernbers

-- of his delegation: abandoned the idea
ef a federauon _ef Ben’aeo temtortes |

1t by Ghazall and Smgaperes Lee
-Kuan Yew, a sl:reng campalmer for
MalaySIa. A X

- A-member of Fuad’ delega’uon,

Datuk Seri:-Ghani Gileng told

%(eta Kinabalu (then Jesselton)
Sivo DiSUk L pun, boleh masuk Malaysia®

_,.,5r(“... Wwe can join ?Malaysra as early as

tOmOI‘I'eW”) --

‘Fuad, Stephens who Wlth rhls
fr1ends had fried to pepulartse the
term Kadazan in the: 19505§t0 refer:

“his -~ people " who ' were’

-“unglamereusly” knewn as. Dusun,
‘now

threw hlmself lIltO

& day of::t:hé

_'___.-.-f'n-ew federatton Wetlld 'fall on Sept

14, 1963, his 45rd bl.?’:f.

fj‘day Jt.was

i g ff;_:alays:ta
Sundang Whe ‘was: agalnst
3180 net

airportin- |

te be askmg abeut the safe'.'

) . .. v . L 'I;.\.'_ . ' -\I_ . FI. o

enamoured by the term Kadazan L
- leftUnko and formed United N atlonal
Datuk- James: Wen&f{nn Mlng, “‘”Pasek Men‘legun Party or: Pasek_' R
whe later led’ the Dayak-based.
f'__'?-i_jSarawak National Party- (SNAP)‘and
_}--f__".was deputy chief minister several
€rs ' 'times, agreed “subgeet to favourable
-.-‘gradually began te_f =
“ yoice support for the -
.- had been told of the propesed

federation in:1960'by BI‘IHSh ofﬁelals

Memo gun for short. .

“But’ all thése partles later came_ g

together as the Sabah Alliance led by

~ Mustapha and Fuad. On Merdeka Day,
“Mustapha took office as governorand
“Fuad as chief minister.’And, as Fuad
~wanted, it was an 1ndependent |

Sabah that officially became part of

Malaysta on Sept 16, 1963.

In Sarawak, SNAP, led by Tan Sri

. Stephen Kaleng Nrﬁgkan finally

“agreed to join Malaysia but SUPP
refused to be persiladed till the end. .
Said Ong “We felt that any

.deelsren on- Nerth BOrneo and

-Sarawak becommg part of a larger

__.'_.eenfederatlen should not be made .

ntil both these states were indepen-
den | and dlrectly respens;tble for t‘hetr

i held demenstratmns

_When the Cobbold: Comimission
~arrived in Sarawak-and told the -
- ~commission why Sarawak should not: -
- be part of Malaysia. It said‘the same
“..thlng to the United Nations team

that was sent to, Verlfy the peeples

reSponse 1o the new federation. -

Such wasits epposmon to Malaysm
that it even voted against the bill When

__the Sarawak Alliance gevernment, led.
- by SNAP’s Ningkan as chief minis-

ter, presented itin the inaugural meet—

~ing of. theznewly elected Council

- Negeri. The Vete was 5 1 ayes te ﬁve
SUPP nays.: = o
‘Having: sueeeeded in formlng

i_-__:'-fi':Mataysw Tunku, now" prlme
-/'minister of a larger federauen ‘was .

“magnanimous tQ SUPP Sinee then, -
the Chinese-based party with Dayak
and Malay members \has played an .

" ; Tewer and fewer Peﬂple seer:
s that

ad en the .rtant rele m the ceutl as We]l
S 1S intere'stingﬁ--fte“fnete‘ :’that as -

‘ ;j;' aysia celebrates 50 years-of nation- -
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