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claims lo grealness rest
not only on his being the
founding father of
Malaya’s independence,
but ﬂ]Hﬂ on his bemg the architect of
Malaysia comprising Malaya (a fed-
eration of 11 states), Singapore,
Sarawak and North Borneo (later
re-named Sabah).
Malaysia was inaugurated on Sept
16, 1963. It united 14 states com-
prising aboul nine million people.
However, two years later, Singapore
- left the federation.
- “Malaysia Day” or “Independence

“Day” is celebrated on Aug 31 and

not on Sept 16 because Malaysia’s

inauguration was initially set for Aug

51, 1963, the anniversary ol the

[‘ederatmn of Malaya’s independence.

But it was postponed to coincide
with the announcement of the find-
ings of a United Nations-conducted
survey on whether the peoples of
Sarawak and North Borneo wished
to join Malaysia. The results were
positive.

There are several reasons for
Malaysia’s formation. But the most
important from the Tunku’s view-
point was ethnic composition.

The Tunku dropped his opposi-
tion to the proposed merger wilh pre-
dominantly Chinese Singapore only

IUNKU Abdul Rahman’s

aling
Action Party (PAP) in Singapore,

after the British assured him that
the three Borneo territories of Brunei,
Sarawak and N nrth Borneo could join
Malaysia.

In the 1957 Census for Malaya the
racial balance was fairly equal
between the Malays and the “non-
Malays”. But in the enlarged federa-

tion of Malaysia, the Malays and

“natives” of Brunei, Sarawak and
North Bﬂl‘ﬂﬁtﬂ,.—Wﬂuld slightly oul-
number the Chinese, Indians and
“other non-Malays”. _

In his memoirs, Singapore’s Lee

Kuan Yew said that to the Tunku, “the

Federation was anxious not to upset

its own racial balanee”, and the addi-

tion of 1.3 million Chinese from the
island “would confuse Malayans and
ruin the calm atmosphere there”.
Lee, however, needed the merg-
er because the communists were cre-
problems for his ruling People’s

and he wanted the Tunku to take over
responsibility for the island’s securi-
. Lee did not want independence
from Britain because “an indepen-
dent Singapore meant a communist
Singapore”.
Likewise, the British was also

not keen to grant Singapore inde—_

pendence for fear of the communists’
growing power on the island. But the
colonial government was willing to
allow the Tunku to take nverall
respnnmhlhty for Singapore’s secu-
rity within Malaysia.
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The era of Tun Hussein onn. who succeeded Tun Ah:lul
Razak as premier, was the period of consolidation. The
foundation for social restructuring had been set in place,
and the mnrnentum for implementation was accelerated.

These three parties, for their
own reasons, found it beneficial to

‘negotiate and work out the terms

for Malaysia’s formation.
Critics of the Malaysia Plan,
including Indonesia’s Premdﬂnt

Sukarno, called it a “neo-colonial
plot”, arguing it was part of Britain’s
“Grand Design” to decolonise the
region but to exert influence by still
having military bases and influence
in these territories.

afioh

The “Grand Design” notwith-

standing, the Tunku’s role was cru-
cial when on May 27, 1961, at a
Foreign Corr&gpondents Assuclanuu S
luncheon meeting in Singapore, he
made the historic announcement of

the possibility of bringing the terri-

tories of Singapore, North Borneo,
Sarawak, and Brunei and the

Federation of Malaya “closer togeth-

er in pnﬁﬁc:-ﬂ and economic cooper-
ation”.
Besides Indonesia, the Philippines

‘had opposed the concept of Malaysia

from the oulset, owing to its unre-
solved claim over North Borneo.
The Tunku would later attempt to
mollify both his neighbours by sug-
gesting, in a Manila summit, the for-
mation of a super-federation known
as "Ma—phﬂ-mdo incorporating
Malaysia, the Phlllppmes and

Indunesm, but they were not entire-

ly assuaged.

What fnllnwed from the Tunku’s
1961 announcement were compli-

cated negotiations of the terms by

which Singapore would merge with
the Malayan federation as We]l as the
intricate manoeuvrings by which the
Borneo territories were cajoled into
joining Malaysia.

Initially, the political and com-
munity leaders of Sarawak and North
BGI'HED were opposed to Malaysia.

y preferred to seek independence
ﬁrst in each of their respective lerri-

‘tories, and then form a federation of |

Singap

North Borneo states. But many were

eventually won over by the convine-

ing arguments of Malayan and
orean leaders as to the bene-
fits of Malaysia.

In the wake of Tunku’s proposal,

however, communal-based parties

emerged each seeking Lo prﬂtaut_
the interests of their respective com-

munities.
Later in 1961,

the Tunku

announced that Smgapure would be

given autonomy in education and
labour, and both the Federation and

- Singapore would work oul common
market and other financial arrange- '

ments.

- But North Bornéo and Sarawak
would be accorded special powersin
immigration, customs, Borneo-nisa-

tion of the civil service (i.e. guaran-
tees on the indigenous composition
of the civil service), and control of
state franchise rights.

Unlike Sin; gapore, which was

allotted 15 seats in the Malaysian
Parliament, Sarawak and North

Borneo, de:splte their smaller popu-

lations, were given over-representa-

tion in Parliament: 24 seats for North
Borneo, and 16 for Sarawak.

TheMaIa ysia that came into being
on Sept 16, 1935 was a federation uf'
many parts a remarkable act of polit-
ical consolidation.

But the political, economic and
ethnic d]ﬂ‘erences that the new state
had to pull together and accommo-
date pused flmdamenla] challenges
to ils aspirations to become a nation
state.
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were put in place and whether they
are still in place. Like in any strong
federation, the tendency is for them
to gradually fade away.

In Sabah’s case, it was successive
state governments themselves that
whittled away some of the safeguards,
arguably, for belter state and
federal relations and stronger
national unity, |

Under Mustapha, for instance,
the Sabah constitution was amended
to make Islam the state religion. But
he refused to sign over Sabah’s
petroleum rights to the federal
government and Petronas. Fuad, when
he became chiel minister as the
head of the Berjaya government, how-
ever, did it just before he was Killed
in a plane crash.

Under Mustapha, the state
government also changed the
provisions for education and
language through the extension of the
Federal Education Act 1961 1o the
state, hence making the education
department and its director directly
responsible to the education ministry.

After Datuk Harris Salleh

succeeded Fuad as Berjaya chief
minister, he made Labuan a federal
territory, and in the process, made it
easy for other Malaysians lo enter
Sabah.

There is little to distinguish
Sabah from the peninsula states now
that Umno is leading the stale Barisan
Nasional.

Sarawak, on the other hand, seems
to be fiercely autonomous even
though it has given up some safe-

guards in ﬂlemlerestofumtyanduni- 5

formity. But it is still the only state
without a state rehgmu.

Unlike Sabah, it was an indepen-
dent state from 1842 and was recog-
nised so by the US and Britain. It had
its own flag and nalional anthem long
bgiuﬁ‘re it became a British colony in
1

~ The same flag was unfurled and
the same anthem sung when the state
became independent again.

That perhaps B:xplams why the
proud state - the only one still

_wit.hﬂut the benefit of Umno’s

guidance — is trying very hard to
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