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[ S Sahah Sarawak;{;_;:}; :
__'-and Mala a had he d their respective
| electtens separatel {from 1963 to 1964
. Electorally, this eXplained part of . 1
--the uncertainty ever the outcome of -
‘the 1969 electionis - 40-out of 144 -
}_T_'f.'._representatwes weuld be elected from -
‘TEast Malaysia. But, the actual .
uncertainty was smaller because. -8
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| _Wgn 1() gurt Of 16 seats moppqsed for'_f" : '_: S o

nation day:.-

__'~_the Alliance on:nom

Ifwmnmg El tWO- 'tthd Pﬂﬂlamen_ AN ::_"

-.'tary major;ty or 96 seats was. the,_ﬁl%_:'_'_;,_ |

~minimum goal for the Alliange;:t
it needed. enly fo win another ‘86 seats
from the penlnsnla (107
'.".-_?.Sarawak (24) and Sabah;if )i o
A By 1969 the pemnsu 18 politica
“chan Storificar

'. frem 1964 Sl

: _;'_faded out fre:m the. electo'_,__,_
_* The People’s Action Party (PAP), for
" one; had retreated to; Slngapere after

"."--'f"-?the island state was expelled- frem

_j-;_f-_-::_ﬁ'_.Malaye],a in: 1965 butthe ) lemeeratte
~“Action Patty (DAP) centlnued 1ts
o strug 'gle here. T
- The once. pewerful Labour P”ff__
. ehese to boyeatt the elect;tens to pretest

the mass arrests ef its 1eaders = spgc'j-_{_. o
ormer- MG "'_; PI'PSldent LR
le Ch@ﬂg Euf doned his

UnltBi ]emocr atflc____ P

“j § age and ether 1Ssues- -
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:_“*a]-eur P ty; and Parta1
Rakyat (PR, Toaving he later 1
contest six Seats enr 1ts ewn The

Malaysmn Seltdartty”’CQnVeImOIla =, P
~-about 15% in- 1964 to. 25% in: 1969
with the separat.ten'-:_-_.-:--’j-"whtle the: support for non- Malay

;_w:';j;;_opp(aSlHOH parties remaJned I’Ollghly

. (MSC);:sponsorec
a nat:ural death.
ef Singapore from Malaysia. -

“Three parties. eompettng for:‘--if_ff-:"'_
-'.'-__-'_:L-Thanks to the electoral system, hew—i
_DAP, Gerakan and the People’s ever, PAS seats$ increased: from nine
Ty = had hewever -.-';_-_{-_:.;1;t¢ 12 seats only while the. non—Malay'}_ ‘oS
~.reached.an.: eleeteral paet to.ensure a. - opposition § .. Raza

multt eernered contest, In 1964,
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largely nen-—Malay su,ppett - the

Progresswe Party -

.....

had eest the Oppdsﬂ:ien seven'seats or-
¢ peninsula’s: 404 seats.’
" The Alliance won these seats instead <
: of the veters

L B6.T7%: of th T

despne“ mere than hfj_
re] eetmg 1L |

1en

4 seats), -

d'by the PAP, had died

“ continted to loset ;
“but alse 1o pehtleal mfant Gerakan
N Penang, No: party eemmande;_ ;11
_._.'_:;,__,;j_:j_abs(g)lute ma]orlty 111 two eﬂler StatGS
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a-demmated h eemmunal sentl.ments
“over.the questlens of: language

- education and equality. The Alliarice
- lost suppotters 1o PA S and’ the three
non—Malay opposition partie
~from: tWe ends of thé p htlcal

61 ';'jen fer the “eenmSt party” i

.. }tfnip Whleh led' tfhe eoun‘tl‘j'f‘ 1:0
‘ mdependenee feund IlBe]fa ;_'_‘_ _,‘eked by

-two-epposition’ parties which-rep)
~sented eempetmg ethnic inferest
Unlp s defeat in’ five of. eleven by—
eleettens ‘alarmed. President Kaunda

WhO in the end: ehose to ban’opposi- ~

“tion’ paf’}}f'_ ies altogether ard: turned
Zargbla into a dejlre one-pasty state. -
_;f-_ Malay suppertwas much higher than. -
“that of the nen*MalayS Malay
toppesmen parties’.voie shares inthe
eninsula increased dr astically from

he sarhe at 26% in bet_h elections. .

arties from elght 0 25,

- e ~outin Kuala Lumpu
;:,f".:"‘f{S‘iCh cempetltlan IS m faet netr

mteresttngly, the attrition of . Operations _Gouneﬂ (N

- *"." The opposition parties’ gainat stateﬁ_',:f-"".:??';-'f"ff‘ff_.:.f_? The 1969 ethn
‘put up a Smg]e eandldateff;.:-_-_j}_level ‘was more. Shoeking tq thee ‘ attrlbutedste Inter ethnle 80Ci0- ;

‘;j-;tAll;tanee Party Whlch II':'T___IS 01113’_
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. The Alliarice held only 14 out of 24

Seats in Sel'_fj_‘__;j'___jg_,_ r and: 19 out of 40 in-
~Perak. Some quatte
“that nen”‘Malays Weuld beeeme
mentrls ‘besar. *-

TWO days’ afterthe anneunee— -_

ment of the result, ethnic riots broke
) | ron May 13 and -
seen spr__f-,ad to-other areas. The -
fficial exy lanatten blamed the riots -
he opposition’s. victory-parades ™
shut declassified British: ‘_nttejhgenee
have since:! pdntted 10 othercauses.
“The riots: prempted the deelara—
tlen ‘of. Emergeney Rule and the
Suspenswn ~of JParhament
“Uncompleted electmns in Sabah;
Sa,rawak, and-a -Malacca: eenstftMeney
“‘were suspended.. “A seleeted circle of .
pohtlemns bureaucrais and security -
effteers formed the National -
OCyand ruled
the coumtry, by decree until 1971,

. Harshly attacked by youn Malay
nattonahsts m Umno lnelu ing Dr:
Mahathir Mohamad, Tunku stepped
-~ downin: 1970 on eeremonlal grounds
saymg he did not want'to -serve‘as:
premler for the I{ext Y_ dl—Pertuan
Agong, who: was, his nephew. In "
_-reality, many. ebservers notedthatthe.
power hadlong passed into the hands.

69 et 1(: I‘lOtS oﬁ'lclﬂﬂyg

eeonemle j_1spar1ty and pohtwal
dwlsrlén,rwarranted sea ehanges in-
" Malaysian- society; in. econorny and
- politics: On the first front, the: New
Eeenemte Pehey (NEP) was intro-

rru

15 j___'ljrs became anjneus_- :

epu by and suceess er Tun Ab dul |

<Kalong Ningkan; was le _' m the cold o
- w1th f_’-ffi;elve seats I 13e. ivn also for -
s suppert in Par]lament, SUPP was .
rewarded wil tha federatmmlstershlp o0

=.--’-'--

ding a‘two-thi d inajority, Penang 5
ruling’part: fi_-‘%‘_jj_erakan decided.to share -
b 1ts state power with the. Alliance in
nary “1972in. return for federal -
_..___'._:-suppert andsaid. This caused a
breakufthe Gerakan party,
""?"';.____._.;__'__short—lwed Pekemas
d by Dt Tan Chee I(hoen

gevernmen _._u_ffas formed in: Pera:k, at -
.. ‘state..and- mtmtelpal levels ‘with the
ol L L People’s Progressive Party (PPP) which;
RN _._“_-'Th& :results Of the May ruled Ipoh G)I‘f[’llna]ly, PPP I'ema;ned e
o K010,1969 elections are .- anopp( tion party atthe federal level.
ﬁ'-._ti;ﬂashed on a klngHSIZB PPP’sg y-being coopted, was

S TR f,fje;scorebeard erected in- " perhaps the least of all the co-opted,
SR ___5.;;;_'?Padang Setangor j:lub parttes hut 11; “feared - neﬁj\'_‘havmg any |
R j?",;_,;now Dataran other- alternatives. As -state
B et 75?’—Merdel<a before a ;;'gevernme:tﬂts started taklng over
' 30, 0,0oﬂstrong ct‘owd. r-;j.i_;_%_t h_________;.-'inunletpal eo,_j;;j_j;e;tle, it feared the less_
The Alllance was ef its power base in: Ipoh. - |
f_ " Finally, on New Year stay of 1975
the Iliance and PAS ‘sealed the last'- |
ee"f._._;._.,-ltmn a"'..!ji;eement. PAS gamed a:__;. |

mno beneftted ;El‘@ WO
ecnlive councik .sea:%s 11'1_-__:-_;1

pOVeI'ty eradmﬂtlon and TGSWCZ- 1= Relantan: On July 1, 1974 the Alliance .
~ing of seciety; The: attrition Of ala i | sy coalition partmers officially:
Supparl; fer';i;_mne had clearly senta arizineered their coalition: imto thie
POWB'- measage ~ . Bar
wTo. CUrlf) ed+eal_1ed ‘poltneking*’ pre]ee
“onee parliamentary rule was restored, . - stene 3
“the Constttutlen was lmmedlately

amended to plaee four sensitive issues;: .
‘seat share in: Parhament shrunk

" namely the special status of bumi- . Y6
“putras-(Article153), national langnage - “from: 37 _5% _15 5% w1,f?, honly the DAP
d SNAP realnmg as, .ppesmen

{(Article 152), the position of Malay ﬁ_
H the pr 'li:feratldn _e_f part 1esé

pehttf -1 al eempeﬁhen as the eppdsltten

“r Rulers (Ar ’;ele 181) and- CltlZeIlSh]p
~(Part 11, beyend public dlscussmn
~Local eleettens suspended since: 1965
were pennanently abolished in 1973.
“Tun-Razak’s- coup de gmce ino 7
eonsehdat]ng Umno’s. dominance was - pre;
“the ferjrnahen of coalition goVernménts’ Voters te be ) h - diversity. «
~at state and loeai levels in 1970,nnd < ehmees and alternatwes Wl_ff 1in- BN,
1971, followed by the expansion of the Gempared to some leaders’ in the
Alhance mte Barlsan Nasmnal develeﬁ ing. WOI‘ld ‘who banned
bY 1974; o R iHoti: parties: Tan Baza:k was a
The. eeueptaue‘_“-j f;if?"_f_'tarted W1th peltt;teal genms.,, He understeed the
Sarawakﬁafter the x._res_'-”_i i’tmn ef importance.. of gevernment
_ elections:in East Malaysia'in mid-1970. leglmnacy I his own words ‘theview
Like Perak and Selangor, Sarawak had' - we take is that democratic govern=
a huﬁg assembly (totaling 48 seats); - ment is the best and most acceptable
w1th two possible coalitions: a 23-seat  form: ot’ governtnent. “So. leng as the -
eeallt;ton ef Musllm— a‘nd Chlnese-- : ferm is preserved the Subatanee can .
o he ehanged te Sult eendmens ef a
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Chnlese eoahtmn. :
-~ Thefederal gevernmentbroke the
dea] fer the form er which resaltec 4
“a'35-seat coalition ofa Mushm-—-‘f‘-_-m
demlnated Sarawak liaance (15 S
“ ’seats), Chinege:maj ority ‘Sarawak ~Ph
“ United People’s Parly. (SUPP) (12'seatsy
and the Dayak-based Parti Pesaka (8
- seats). SNAP ‘whose former leader

- was the ﬁrst Chlef Mi .__lster Stephen

Um@erszty Sunway __i?’;ampus He is
€0: adttmg a book: on the 2004;_:>
. gereral election’ with- Pref Nemszi
Othnmn at Ikmas UI{M RPN
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