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13 did the unpredletable. itinspired”
1 closer race relations and hetter
‘neighbourliness. =~

used by troublemakers from nearby villages,

the residents of Laman Peel, Kuala "

Lumpur got through the dllﬁeult permd

Wlthout any untoward incident. =

. Still, K. Kandgendran, then 34, and hlS

- nelghbours decided they should take steps
“to secure their ne1ghb0urheod and protect

© one another.

. “We all signed a pledge to uphold peaee
and harmony, and to; protect the various

- races living in the area,” the former Peta]mg
.. District Office chief elerk for admmlstraUOH
e _‘"._jsald in an interview. - -

The pledge, dated May 15 1969 read
“We, the people of Laman Peel Kuala
| Lumpur pledge to our government that we
‘will carry on lwmg as good. neighbours
. among various races in our area. We will
- do all our best to support the govemment

- f0 ‘keéep_peace and harmony among the

- various races. We promise not to let eurselves
. be. mﬂuenced by outside elements.” N

1t was. 81g11ed by 46 reS1de11ts of

E -,'*drli’t‘erent races, . -
- The pledge also meorporated measures

that would be used to stop invaders from;
- -causing trouble in the- area: It.-was the

: . .resadents’ own standard eperaung proce-.
- dure which stated that all Chinese, Malays
~ and Indians should come out and stop

S harmmg others in the nelghbourheed

- > Those with telephones had to call 999
o -'Wh]le others were told to put-on- a]l thelr:
. . lights, blow. whistles, beat empty tlns and
B --5_7-_"-shout te wake thelr nelghbeurs. S

_L‘__-t--.

OR at least one nelghbeurheod May

" Despite being in the middle of the route

Eanageﬂdran said a duty rester was

__drawn up:with three shifts = between

11pm to 1am, lam to 3am, and 3am to betterrelahonshlpmﬂl eurnelghbeurs and

Sam. Famthes took tums te stay awake.!_ _;_-these of other races,” he-said. -

~and keep watch. -
 “We were. lucky te make lt threugh that.-."f_
‘Perlod without any prehlems. However, that -
“was also a time when we all reahsed hew;j-_:.___
| '_1mp0rta11t race relations were, ‘and we learnt
-to appreciate each ether mere 2 sald@,.. '-
Kan&gendran now 72.- |

- Oddly enough, he Sﬂld the relatlenshlp

ameng 1e races was quite cold prior to May. _
- 13, and that the riots aetually breught.v”-- |

people tegether.

+ 'bours hardly spoke 1o .

.anyoneé

S

-_-_"new res1des in 1975

1Everyene;
-wenttowork,
. .returned :;md
kept = to
" themselves o

T

: “Hewever after the rlots we' shared a"

Kanagendran said he. ealled the Ieeal";;

_authermes to-clean up an ‘OVErgrown open
~area within the housing estate so. that the.
if;-ehlldren could: play and mmgle tege '-er, “to |
'-"'erese premdlees DR S o

The residents get tegether to emj ley;_

"jSﬁimeene to' maintain the ﬁeld and the ehit-_’
~.-dren did their part by ple dng up ish
to Keep the area: elean. ..

“I Would of COUTSe; reward them mth

- ~ ice-cream,” laughed l{anagendran
-~ “There was always some degree of'..-i.‘-.--_
SHSplCIOIl ahout eaeh other and the nelgh—--__;_-r.;_ﬁ-:_--the nelghhour- o
| v ~hood and a L
.- reminder. to = gt
“allthatrace’
:"relattons &
could.
- not be ,
taken
_f 0, T

-The field became a
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