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He was a young
 newspaper
- reporter who was
-~ enjoying his job
‘when a couple of
-veterans roped
him into the
- fight for
;rndependence
~ writes ADIB
POVERA

HE had alwa,ys been passronete-
~ about politics, -but he never ven-

tured into it, except for the occa-

sional pieces he wrote for hlS news-

~ peper |
But po]ltlcs did not lea,ve th be

‘The young Azahari Taib; then 23, :

was a reporter - with Utusan - %&

- Melayu.

While on an ass1gnmeut_.

-' “one eventful de,y 61 years:ago, he

-“bumped into” (Tan Sri} Senu Abdul : |

Rahman and (Tan Sri) Khir Johari.

- “I knew who they were but little - §

did1 realise that they had been ob- |
| > said the former re- |
- porter (now a Tan Srl) at his house o

serving ‘me,’

~ in Alor Star recently.

Senu, who had been oue of Aza- o S | _
Tan Sru Azahaﬂ Tarb says the struggle for mdependence mcluded orgamsmg plckets poster wars and door—to—

“hari’s teachers, pulled him aside
and started “lecturing” him about

~ the local political scenario, espe- . - -
~ clally about the growing mshes of :.' oL

: the people for independence. -

- Choth of them, Semu and Khir, |
“ spoke a.great deal about getlmgtheg;.-s- R

:1 '- people to fight against Britishrule.

- “They said it was high time we
.galvemsed the people S support to ¥e§

: determme our future.”

" Thanks to the two veterans, Aza,---_[-.-'- R
--‘hari was one of the very few people R
who worked alongside Tunku Ab- - = M¢
~ dul Rahman and other leaders as -
~ they fought for the eountry S mde-_ G T EREEEE
e -lea,ds a c_[met ]er stlll servmg poll-’ |
" tics as adviser to the Kedah Urnno:_.- -

- pendence.

. Hemay be 84 today but thls unas- -
_suming veteran remembers well -

“the early days when they were very

‘active, working with the people as.

- they agitated for mdependence
- And just as unassuming as its oc-

N et neighbourhood.

- The only outsta,ndjhg feeture of

- -the house, where decorations are
. _spartan, isthe very large hall.

'_dren and. seven great
~dren, ‘and this is where he has his

hands  full todey lookmg after‘

~ them.

- said, drawing a tinge of a smile from
- his wife, Puan SriDalilah Abas, 77.
- Unlike the busy pre- and post-in-

f_"dependence days Azhe,rr tode.y i

- “Tam trymg to make up for some
lost time with my nine children,” he

door meetlngs. |

harson Commiittee.

-~ Recollecting his debut in pohtlcs _-
Azaharl said he joined Saberkas al-
‘most immediately after the talkmg—

K  tobySenuand Klur
~cupant is his single-storey house in' -

“Lorong Haji Putih, ‘whichisina q1u~_,--

‘He said the

Malayan Union.

Saberkas is short for “Seyang
‘Akan Bangsa Ertinya Redha Kor-' -_
‘banApaSegala®. . . '_
_ (“Forthe love of the race, the peo— |
_ple must be prepared to make the
, h1ghest sacrifice.”) |
- The Tunku was Sa,berka,s chalr-
~ man while Senu and Khir were -
- among the ha.ndful of leeders hend- .
'p1eked by him, SRR

post-World
en its hold

o Azeha,rl needed no further mmoti-
W vation to join the ﬁght for indepen- -
a  dence and with his journalistic -
oSl - background, he was a.ppomted
. Saberkas mformatron chief.

Accordmg to him, the struggle 111-

| oluded organising plckets poster
- ‘wars and door-to-door meetings. -

One young doctor later joined

e Saberka.s and he was none other
M4  than (Tun) Dr Mahathir Mohamad,

~ whowas a hardworking member. '_
. The Malays-then, said Azahar,
Were not very united and paroclual -
-.,13111 was very strong.

Datuk Onn Jaafar ther:t set up the -

~ Peninsular Malays Movement to
" unhitethe Malays. - = :
Later, the Kongres Kebengsaan

- Melayu SeMalaya held a. meeting at -
Kedah- based
Saherkas was - one of the many
Malay-led organisations formed to
oppose - the British’s
* War Two plan to strength

. onMalaya with the formetlon of the -
" He is blessed with 28 grandchil- |

grandchil-

~ the Sultan Sulaiman Club in Kam-
- pung Baru, Kuala Lumpur, and
- Azahari was among several people
- who represented Saberkas.

‘He was among the delegates ﬁ'om
115 - Malay-based organisations -

- who attended the four-day meet-
- ing, which began onMa,rchl 1946,

to discuss ways to oppose the =

British plan to mtroduce the Malay |
., Union. |

Azahari sald many of the Kedah
-representatives hitched a ride on
~fish lorries that .usually
- Star early in the mormng for Kua.la

left Alor -

| Lumpur
| Tlmes were. dlﬂicult and money' |

was hard to come. But the people
sacrificed their time, effort and
“money for the mdependence cause.

- Azahari clearly remembers that
- fameus meeting at the Meng Seng
- Hall in Malacca in 1955 when the

“Tunku said there was- insufficient

- funds for him and his delegation to
go to London for mdependenee -
 talks with the British. g
~ A woman stood up, took oﬁ' the |
gold Jewellery she was wearmg and |
hended itovertohim. |
-On cue, the others present pulled .
“out whatever -amount they had in

their pockets or whatever j ewellery P

they wore and handed it to Tunku.
-“Such was the commitment of the:
people They were always ready to
share to achieve a common goal |
sz;ud Azahari. =
* And when the time ﬁnally came,
Azaherl was among the thousands

- waiting anxiously at the Selangor

Club field in front of the Sultan Ab-
“dul Samad Building to witness -
- Malaya’s ﬁ'eedom of self-gover-___-

- nance.-

He knelt down e;nd klssed the '_
ground at the Selangor Club field
when the clock struck mldmght on
Aug30 1957. | |
“Tears welled in my eyes and I
said a prayer, thankmg God for his
glft of mdependence |

I adlbpovera@nst com. my
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