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" KUANTAN: The first Mer'deke;
celehratlon here was by no-
means grend but  it- holds -
many happy memories for for-
~mer RoyalAJr Force staﬂ‘ John
A]len B A E
‘The Brlt 20 years old at the
tlme remembers how happy
people were, with strangers
ongratulatmg each other on
the streets.” - . o s
Imanaged to capture some.
of the mterestmg moments
. with my camera,” said the 70-
~ year-old Allen who came her-

Among them was a p1cture
_of a boat parade along Sungai
Kuantan. with all ‘the vessels
'--bea,utlfu]ly decorated. = -

‘Allen also brought: w1th th
‘a copy of a book that was pub-
~lished by Straits Times Publi--
cations in COIlJI]IlClIlOIl w1th m-

dependence day. . -
Allen has kept the book en-

titled The Merdeka Book.—
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very carefully a,nd he says he -
pl&ns to auction it for charity.
"Allen said he was sent to -
Kuantan in early 1957 to help
~’sét up the communication fa- -

~ cility at the RAF base in Jalen

__Gc':lmbang R

“It was a sma]l hase sur--
rounded by thick jungle then,
~“We dared not leave our ca,mp
- at night as there were many
elephants and tlgers ‘hesaid.

Although he wasin Kuantan
for only nine months; Allen
“said he had many interesting

| the preparations for Merdeka.

“We even celebrated the joy-
ous occasion with-the locals,
~although -at first, we were
scared that they m;lght be-
~come hostile towardsus.” .

“Heand Betty left Malaya, in
Jenuery 1958 w1th many hap

- pymemories, .-

They came hack for a V]Slt
_for the first time in 1987. -
“We were: surprlsed to see

Malaya sRoadto Natzonhood ~all the development and we
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Former Royal.'Alr. 'Force staff john Allen tmth a cooy of Thé Merdeka Book Maloya sl Road to

with his wife Betty 69, yester--- - experiences especially during - Nat.'onhood fell in Iove with the country when he first came here in 1957~~~ .
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fell in- love with the. country
“and have been back many
_times since,” said Allen, who *
“has three children and seven
grandchﬂdren in London. -

“The couniry -has-- pro-.
gressed s0 .much. But the -
~beaches are still beautiful, es-
pecially Teluk Chempedak,”
-said Allen who VlSlted the fa-
-mous beach every weekend i 1n
1957 DR | o

\_ . . -

Both he and his ‘wife- sa]d
they were - touched by the
fr1endhness of the people.

The couple were also grate-
ful for-the help they had re-.
ceived while trying to locate a
~Chinese friend of Allen S from -
the olddays. -~ = .

-The couple later met sta,te
Tour1sm Committee chairman -
- Datuk Maznah Mazlan and
passed - her some of Allens
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Meznah who hosted a
lunch for them, said the state
_governinent is compﬂmg in-
formation on British ex-ser-
_vicemen and. their experr-
~ences_ while ,servmg in  the

It has also launched a spe-
clal holiday package for them
~called “Pahang — - The’ Br1tlsh
Trall” T T T
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