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'__h_-_';'-‘_:___:i;, & makes _no seoret of the msplra,t;lon

HE a.rrrved 111 Malaya on a whrm hJs
mother S, -

“The begmmng of Frederrck Lees ar-
rrval in Malaya parallels the. life of the
ﬁohonal oha,ra,cter Ferdagh o Haney
WhO “enlisted - for ~service in
ya, one fine morning at breakfast -
b ‘a mother who threw the thought at -

her newly. gra,duated son over the top of
the day’sTimes.~ A

Lees; 83, now hvesras a wrrter in. the =
proture-postoard town of Rye, in Sussex

“otithe south coast of England.

tmlogy

# Slxty per cent of my novel 1s based on
my own experience,” “hesays. :
“(’Haney, in fact, isnot just ] LeeS* he is-

a -compesite of many. oh&ra;oters Lees

rnet during hisMalayan years.

In the colornal servrce, Lees was

.....

before bemg sent to Mal&ya a,s a,n oﬁioer
“in'the civil service. .

He speaks of hfe as a drstrlot oﬂ‘lcer

servrng under various state secretari-

- ats, but throughout his-stay in Malaya

war aga,mst the colonlal power and tak- -

- he says he was consta,ntly reminded of
wha,t his superior in the Colonial Office
told hnn ]ust heforeﬁhe Jeft: that he was

: f- i *r?.‘*ﬁ"

O pre .:p.re to loe out of

_.; SRR

Th]s ‘was 1950 a,nd lndla Palﬂsta,n
and Indonesia. had. already taken their -
roe.ds 10. na,ttonhood Ten years later
-"_'_ter Harold Macmil

Brltlsh >rime M |
lan was to. dehver his spee_f] ) about the -
wind’ of change” hlowmg aeross: the

oonhrrent of Africa.

~In"Kuala, Lurnpur Lees moved onto
become an officer on the staff of the di- -
_rector of operations, Sir Harold Brrggs
Comrnumst insurgents. were waging -

g Supp]les_ PN

Jng rubber tappers tm mmers and
- '_fa,rrners along je line as collateral.

‘A plan was devised by Briggs to re-

rda settle vﬂlagers the ma,]orrty of whom

“of ]ungles in new -‘f' ille

These were squatters, wllagers oorn-v

small number of them were Malays.
Briggs’ plan was 1o’ resettle them

'_ 'away from the communists, and tokeep
- the communists away from them: Lees
" had to go with other oﬂlcers todo popu- -
lation surveys, persuade them:of the
“need to move, and then take thern to re-—-

settlement areas. =
- In his book, 0’ Haney heoa,rne Lees
voroe He was on a mission to resettle

--some- residents forrn the hlaok area of
= Chemor m Perak |

Worl( i
By oW the Commurnsts had fully

grasped the dangers to them of trre
-:'--,-..Brlggs plan.- - -

“Thoughit would not starve thern mto
subrmssron ‘experience in parts of

* ~Malaya where it had been implemented

showed that their fighting effectiveness

~ Was¢ radlcally weakened because of

“their reduced abllrty to oolleot or- extort
L]ke O’Hanejr .

- Frederick Lees was on the committee that orchestrated the Merdeka celebrations. = . -

SR dle

"'-munrst sympatlnsers victims: of -their . -
- __brutal “persuasion” and people ‘who.

~ were generally caught in between. Not a

Lees was beoommg

‘bl

AL :"aware that in hrs work he was “heavﬂyt
ST dep endent on the support of Malay sol-
- ~and Chinese resettlement- offi--
_I_‘oers” “The settlers had to be re-housed .
"% byrace,and the Chinese, byclans.
f L Lee’s knowledge of

his tool of work: He:
got -along well with the armed forces,

~This was where: ]
Ca:ntonese beca,me

- .

““and his Chinese officer, a man named

Gordon Choo, became a close friend.

- In'February 1957, Tunku Abdul Ra,h N
ma.n Taid the- formdahon stone to the
Merdeka Stadrurn Forewarned Lees- .

saw thisas an memtablhty in his hfe

” Yet when it came, it was with an ironic-
twrst. Far from being made jobless, he
- was enlisted into-the committee that or- -
- ‘chestrated the Independence Day oele-.';

hrahons at.Merdeka, Stadiam:

 Atmidnight, Aug 30, 1957. Tunku Ab-

message 1o the people
risenn the eastern sky; a star of free— :
dom for yetanother Asian people.”

- From his drawer, Lees pulls out a__-
bound copy. of cyclostyled sheets; the
_schedule of events on the mormng of
S&turday Aug 31: |

- Everything

sta.drurn and

he reads from one page.

But not everything went to. plan the |
Deelaratron of Independence as read by
~the Tunku and which everyone now
. takes as the hrghhght of the event, was_-_

not read as timed in the sheefs. -
“What happened was a bus came up

to the front of the Merdeka Stadium;

drove into the storm drain and could not
“be-temoved. So the whole ceremony
took place one hour later recalls Lees

Wlth a chuckle. .

He also remembers another mordent
that still grves him ‘great satisfaction.
. Lees was in.the stadium’s comtrol box
~ with Umno’s then rrsrng star Syed Ja,a-'
_a"-l'-'farAlbar S

" Just as they were studymg the sohed- |
-ules and looking out nervously for possi-
“Tunku Abdul Rahman |
“popped his head in” on his way down to.- :
“the stadium grounds.. |
- He. asked Syed- Jaafar to lead the -

‘crowd in cheers of . “Merdeka” at the_ .
| oonolusmn of the event. |

-glitches,

‘This ‘Syed Jaafar. drd

“Merdeka! Merdeke"’ Lees proolalms

f_f new star has

was tlmed exaotly as 1t'
should have happened. “At 7.36 HRH-
_ the Duke of Gloucester arrives:at the .
greeted by Datuk Abdut
‘Razak and Encik Abdul Rahman Ta.llb i

| “Merdekai- |
: Merdeka'” he shouted into the micro-
. phone as the dignitaries were moving
;eut from the specially burlt Merdeka |
;_-___-_;pla,tform in the stadium. -~ - B
_"Thecrowd responded wrth equal gus 5
1 to and then, aceording to Lees; a,nother '.
'_.__hrtoh Syed Jaafar lost his voice. |
- “Syed Jaafar turned to me and sard |
My throat S gone rny throat S gone You-
o “I drd and shouted Merdeka mto the -
- microphone, and ‘Merdeka!” the orowd
| responded Again, ‘Merdeka’...” -
- Inhishouse in the peak of Rye at mrd— |
day, in front of the landmark church of -
i StMary the Virgin, Lees speaks his gruff
" voice into an nnagmed mrcrophone of
50 years ago. -
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to the whltewashed room of hrs hook— S ‘

]Jned study. -
~He sits baok w1th a broad snnle N
“Ithought then, “This is marvellous, it

gwes me tremendous sat]sfaotlon ThlS

1s Why I oa,me here ”’.—MPS -
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