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B CONVENT[ONALmusdom Worﬂd sug- |
- gest that turning 50 is a milestone; a
~onee-in-a-lifetime event and- some-

- thing that shouild be celebrated and ima

-feted asmuch as lifeitself.

~-~"The nation’s 50th btrthdey is soon_:'*_
- here and this- year’s' celebrations
~ shall be the best ever, thus far We

| ~don’t turn 50 ever da,y

‘Nevertheless, many Who exercise

“in poht:tcal punditry, that’s all of us by
 the way, are suggesting that all the

flag-waving, parades and fireworks. -
- come Aug 31 are part of an elaborate
- strategy on the part of the incumbent
- governiment taking us on a feel-good

" ride all the way to a general eleotton
--soon.Perhaps. .~

But are not 49 or 51 years of.

Merdeka: big deals; too? They, to
~are once-in-a-lifetime phenomene
" and should be causes for celebration.

- Imay be wrong, but next: year’s ‘cele-

~bration ‘would. presumably be less_

festive than this year’s.

Is the nation turning 51 less of ehlg B
| deal than 50? Of course not. In fact, in
~.many ways, it is a higger deal since
- we as anation will be a year older; we
" have been together a year longer .
~ and, probably achieved more asana-

tlon than a year before.

Thus the mten51ty of our eelebre- |
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gine what it would be like at 100?. -
“Having said that though, 50 years -

) of nationhood is not a bad aehleve-.-_:“-.:
- ment. A nation that is 50 years old, . -
. having' achieved what: we: have is o
'f_;somethmg to shout ahout.- T
It's a nation that hegen as a.n ex-é. S
co perlment in theidea of nationhoodby = "
~ bringing together, under one flag, -
disparate groups of people with dif- .
ferent ideas of what independence
- meant, subscribing to_different ide- -
ologles and political lee,nlngs Addto.
- the mix differences in ethnicity, reli- =
_ gion, cultural experience, econonuc:‘ -
- standing andclass. o
~~While there may not heve beenr}__'.
- bookies taking wagers in faraway
~London and here in Malaya, then, .
~many felt- it -was an experiment =
- doomed to-failure.
- have shown later that nations of more |
“ideal” mgredlents — homogene1ty ’
~in ethnicity or rehglonr_
faced with tensions of a different
-_ kmd such as economic disparities.
 But the Federation of Ma,laye and_ o
later Malaysm, survived. They were; . -
- of course, tensions and troubles in
| the past ﬁve decedes Tam not sure

History would

. a.ntlcs of a few members of
*_-i_ment bya cymelsm-ehound popu-
lace, our deniocracy, in my opinion, is
perhaps the best showing we ha,vem -
- five: decades. It is sometlnng the,t no-
~ one can take from us. |

tions may just be numerlca]ly m R
- duced, the better looking“the num- '_
ber, the more festive it gets. Can you R

Even as many
--;j_-jwould clalm the

o i____|mpe_; ,;__..f,ectlons of

,:four electlon

‘voting and
* "‘"-;_-dublous electoral

- rolls —at every

~turn, every CItlzen

- _!.,|n this country,

failed when. . . f.ffexcept for a few f

~ believes in the

-baIIot box as h|s or
B her rlght for a say

'~~_|n natlon bmldmg

: _;whether 1t was pra,'ﬂmetiSm | ideal’-" |
~-ism, -or deSperamn that. kept us to-
-"-;'Lgether and the u |
- usin check. But we are still around. -

glmess withi -_-a.llof

“We heve black spots in our: hlstory

__'--'too — which nation is blemish-free? -
_ The: most famous and often quoted
- 'wWas Mey 13, 1969. No one wants to.
 bereminded of the ug]mess butitwas
: _,_;ot'lsen brought-up as a cauhonary tale
~orthe bogeyman to keep usin check.

-

- Oflate,Thave been trying to identify -

3;the most telling e;chlevement of the
| -"country and its citizens over the past -~
50 years as TIsee more and more flags
- in the streets. Achievements beyond -
~the " obvious “physical - development
.lfrlsmg income, better “health care;
'_ _hlgher literacy, mternetional stahd-

ing, globalised citizenry, etc. . |
It must be; I'believe, - our parha-

_mentery democracy, and-the ready -

~acceptance of all of us that the con-
“cept of one vote. for ea,ch cmzen IS the
" only way for us. '

Much: mahgned perhaps hy the

.Even as many Would clann the 1m-

e }-allegatlons of vote
- rigging, phantom

arha,— ;

Poster WIth the wmnmg candldates in the f:rst federal e[ectlon in 1955 In
this election, the Alliance led by Tunku. Abdul Rahman secured a thumplng"' k
" victory by winning 51 out of the 52 seats wnth the sole seat won by the

Part: Islam Se—Malaya (Pas) B L e A et TR e

- .'ﬂt BVGI'Y turn; every cltlzen in thls_"_'-_',gj '--'.f.ha,ment for us. No secretly concoctmg
“country, except for a few, believesin = Molotov cocktails in the backroom,

the ballot bex as his or her: rlght fora o

seym natlon—buﬂdmg

eases we believe in the evolution or

“revolution through the ballot boxes.

None of us believe that we could
eha,nge things by takmg to the streets ;o
a lapeople power.
Even if we did take to the Streets to ;o
~show our- d]splea,sure we will seek
_justice. and representation at the
~ polls, putting out bet o the personor. -
- party that will grieve and fight for us.- -
- Politicians of all stripes, socialist or . cratic process to be their gmdmg )
elitist, rehgmus or secular, ldeahsts *-principle, no matter how imperfect it -
~orthe mongering types from all per- ' may be, then we. WOI]ld heve arrlved'

" suasions alsosee the demoeratic pro-. _;ga,mong nations -

- cess as the only way to power. -

- ~When we talk ofpushmg 1deas 1('le-'____.f
-als'and: -agenda, we go through the
~ballot box. When we talk of revolu- -

'__'ftton justice and retribution, revenge
. perfectrons of our election process —

allegations of vote rigging, phantom
_' Votmg and dUbIOU.S electoral ro]]s —j ¢ movement hloekmg the ga,tes of par-

~and getting even, we wait for the
coup or people-

.polls. No military

et

‘We ‘vote, and soon with mdel]hle:

 ink, and-we live with the outcome:
- Save. for-a few Whackos a.nd nut_-”_'.f_'Ihus far, that has been the case.-
~There are countries that are much
. older than . our 50 years- that have .

. _'-*fa;lled this democratic test.’

-1 believe every time we: go to the_.:'_f'_.

< " polls, we:are reaffirming ournation’s -
'_'mdependenee from-the rule of the -
~mob. To me, that is h1gger thet the :
i._ .numher 50 or51 or75. .

1f 50 years from now, future gener-
'&110118 could still count on the demo-

-1 would celehrete Aug 3‘1 every

year knowing that each of us has ac-
“cepted the democratic- process and

‘1o one, as far as 1 know, wants it to.

~end. So there you have it, our nation
of 50 is not defined by its age, but by
‘how long it has kept to 1ts democra,tle .
: -_1deals o R 5
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