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KUALA LUMPUR The formatlon
~of Malaysaa had a lot to do with

~_ Britain and communism, says,
' Professor” Emerltus Datuk Dr

.

o Khoo Kay Kim.'
- After World War II he sald the

- rwa]r ‘between Russia and the -

'_.:._Umted States began.

As MalaySIa Day approaches tomorrow emment hlstorlan Professor Emerltus Datuk Dr
‘Khoo Kay Kim and former chief secretary to the government Tan Sri Abdullah Ayub talk to
SONIA RAMACHANDRAN about the events Ieadlng up to the formatlon of MalaySIa And
the beIIy dancer who delayed the 5|gn|ng | N

- The Umted States then put pres--" T

i ':_;.sure ‘onBritain, resultmg in the

. independence of India in 1947’
. --t:f'and Burma (Myanmar) in 1948.

~ Tosetan example the US grant- -
ied the: Phjhppmes lndependenee
111 1946,
LAt eﬁfjend of World War 1l in-
- 1 945 the British decided that

f._’Malaya ‘Sabah, Sarawak, Singa-
~ pore and Brunei should form a

- British dominion.
- ““This was the. orlgma] plan untﬂ

they were pressured by the Umted '
5 ._States to free their colonies, -

i:" .

State of belng oolomsed woo

-~ ““There were no Brltlsh eolomes

:i-'.;-'s{_?f;:}_?i2:'_."'f'before World War 11, said Khoo, as -

, the Brlnsh had 51gned agreements

w1th the Malay rulers to run the}

~country on their behalf’ -

. and direction of the Federatlon of
Malaya ” he said.

" The - Straits Settlements oom--
prlsmg Penang, Malaeca Smga_

pore -and' Dinding in Perak were
the onlystates under the control of
the British, said Khoo. |

[ “Dlndmg was: returned to Perak-. f :
111 1936. The British representa- - -
- tive to the Straits Settlements was
.called a governor, whereas the
- British - representative to-- the
-Malay states was called a ngh- 8

S "f_was not included as the popula-
tion balance would have been-

Comnnssroner ' he said.

The formula for makmg what-':

was ca]led Malaya mto a natlon*_;
| - state was very eornphoated sald .
- - “They signed treaties to proteot- - Khoo."
the Malays This is very important .

‘as this contributed to the shape

thls must remain a Malay-country
“and that they,

people

-based - partles in_ the country

agreed to compromise and be-
~come a nation state first and then o
‘solve these problems, . - -
“The agreement between the
leaders i is now known as a so(nal o
'- -oontraot

In the. orlgmal plan Slngapore

. f“dlsturbed” sald Khoo TR
~ “Butin 1960, Lee Kuan Yew (the
~ first Singapore prime minister)
'~ had trouble dealing with the leftist” -
parties in the country, so he need-
- ed the support of the Federation of
“Malaya. This idea of Malaysia,
~ with Smgapore and Malaya then
“began. o
“But the. Malays would not have ~ were told by the British to accept

- the Malaysia proposal,” he said.

“The Malajrs strongly felt that

~as subjects .of
-~ the rulers should be a pr1v1leged :

“This was a problem but the |
three leaders of the major race-
" been happy with just this merger; -
 so Sabah and Sarawak had to
come in to even out the numbers.
- “That was how the term ‘Bumi-
‘putera’ was coined,” said Khoo.
- “Strictly speak]ng, the term Bu-

| nnputera refers to the indigenous |
~ people of Sahah and Sarawak who L
are not Muslims. o
| “Acoordmg to the law then _'

- : there would be no Bumlputeras m |
the peninsula,” he said.

“Britain then came’ in and We

had the Cobbold ‘Commigsion to

investigate and prove that Sabah

‘and Sarawak wanted to- _]O].Il

Recent 'ﬁndmgs however

,:show that Sabah, and Sarawak

How -did the name Malaysra

| _-'_Eeome about‘? Aoeordlng to Khoo,.
- “the name: Malaysm was used
long before 1963. -

..One example of tlns was a book

.'_Lln the 1930s, written by a western -
“author about the country called .
' Malaysia: A Study in Direct f.md *
fglndzrect Rule Whl(;h referred to



o thls country as Malay51a SR
- “TheMalays never accepted the
o word ‘Malaya’. They associated -
~ that name with the non-Malays :
- before WorldWarll. ~
~ “They wanted ‘the WOI‘d
| Melayu so ‘Malaysia’ was a
., comprou:use ” said Khoo.
Former chief- secretary to the
| _government Tan Sri Abdullah
 Ayub said the government started -
__developmg the econemy after
-Merdeka.
This was when the Red Book =
System was introduced, said Ab- -
~ dullah, who was then with the
Treasury as the deputy dJrector of )
~the Budget. |
- "This system planned the devel- |
~opment of each district. It dealt
~with roads, water supply, electric-
ity and irrigation..
- “The government spent a lot of |
“money to develop the rural ar- .
“eas,” hesaid. - - -
~ _Then came the Flrst Malaya
Plan — for a period of five years.
N InJuly 1963, Abdullah was part -
K egation that went to dis-
cuss the M aysi ia_ Agreement
B Wlth the British. - " ~
~ “When it came to Slnga ore,
the discussions took a long time.
Theére were problems with taxa- -

~ tion and there were also concerns- -

‘about all the industries moving to -
- Singapore which was: practlsulg. '_
 free trade then,” he said.
- "When the - problems were
- ironed out, the agreement was
- supposed to be signed on July 9,
1963 at night, said Abdullah-but
| _the Malaysian delegation, includ-

ing the representatives -from

- Sabah, Sarawak and Singapore
~-went to a restaurant oa]led Omar T
Khayyam o "
. “It dragged on hecause there'_
 was abelly dancer there. We were
- supposed to meet-the British at -
- 9pm but we got delayed by one
hour and dldnt turn up t|]l past |
10pm.
- “The: BI‘ItlSh were worrled and
~ thought we had had another dis- -
- agreement. They were quite. Te- .
~ lieved when we turnedup o
- “Thereport came in Septemher. .
'_and Malaysia Day had to be de-
_clared on Se t16 1963 Ahdul o
;_.flah sald
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