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HE escaped hldenes1an rebels who_ L
“were after his head in the early - -
1960s and went on to survive the =
pohtrcal jungles of Sarawak and, -

later Malaysia.
"It has been q

Amar James Weng Kim Min, -the

- former deg puty chief n or - of

Sarawak, who is now back te ever-,

seemg the family business. - -
Completely out of pehtlcs Wong

today remains the only Sarawakian

- who was a member ef the Malaysia -

Sehdarlty Consultative Committee,
~The commiittee, formed in 1961,

-was a prelude to the eventual for- N

matlon ef Ma.laysm on, Sept 16 ny

1963
- The grand eld man el' Sarawa.k

ehtlcs is 85 now, but his memories

ef the strug

dence 44 years agoremain clear. -
The family sacrifice did not begm
mth Wong

Weng Tsap, a tyceen was behead-

ed by the Japanese in 1945 because -
_ he was influential'and the peeple cf ]

lebang looked up to him. -

CAs Wong said of his struggles m
the 1960s: “It was not a stheoth life...
~then. Iremember hiding'in the jun- ..
gle for about a-week in 1962 to es-l;;_;-.-;-;_f

.- cape Indonesian. rebels ___'_,;;

o were
_after my head”

T “Thegs __“.anted to ]g]] me because I

te a ]er fer Datuh O

gles and threats faced }
on the road to Sarawak’s lndepen-

His father, William _é;;;
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= Sarawak celebrates 4 years of Merdeka,

. catches up with a veteran who has
_‘;f_been through |t all EREA

~was branded ‘Ketua Malaysia’ fer:;z:::‘.:;l”

l myrole in urging the people to sup

port the formation of Malay ysia.”

The-* Indonesian elements tha,t KA
'were against Sarawak and Sab ah’""" \

becomlng part cf Ma.lays1a falled -

~their mission.

. _ngkan the first chief mit

< “Irisked my hfe to get the eeple; L
to support the formation of Malay-

“sia and I contested the 1963 elec--.
tmns in ‘Limbang merely as a sup-
perter of the idea. T won the elec-_
~tion. I was not a: member of any po-
lltlcal partythen. ~ * -
““I'refused to be part’ of any race-
based political party and JemedSNAP
(Sarawak National Party) at the re-

- “quest .of Tan -Sri- Stephen Kalong

“Infact, I joined SNAP: wn;h Just a
phene call fromNew York.” =
- Wong was among the :ﬁrst te rep-
resent Malaysia at the 18th session
- “of the United Nations, together with -

S, Rajaratnam from Smgapcre m--

medlately after the fermatlen
agreement was mked in. Kuala_
Lurnpur

“We did net knew each ether we]l
but Ningkan sald he wanted me as

deputy chlef mnuster And he want-
ed metoj JO]D a pohtlcalparty

- “That was the .bef' i

new Sarawak.” |

“The appemtment Was net unex-'_;i_ ~-d
pected Four years after his father S

“death, Wong had established_

~thority in 1949 ‘but when ‘some
_commented that he was unlike his
- father who was ‘concerned - abeut ~

scclety ‘Wong began ‘tomove”,

Malaysmn government, mcludmg

- brief stint as the Opposmen leader_

“in partiament.- .

- Wong took SNAP 1nte the eppesp L
“tion fold after ngkan ‘Was Te-
~moved as chief minister- thrcugh a
. vote - of no-confidence in" the )

Sarawak Councll Negen 1n 1966

lim- accused me of disloyalty
“selfasd man of the people. He was
we]l known in hmbang andbeyond.

~ At first, he was a reluctant mem-
ber of the Lnnbang mixed local au-.

.aware ef untll now.”

N5T-—-v {Ci[zoo?

"~ Sri Abdul Rahman Yakub, as chief -
| _Immster o

- force in the state and served as min- |

- ister fer tourism, housing, environ- |

- ment, public health and loca] gev-
- ernment until 2001.

L = tered in November 2002. It has ap-
R pealed against’ the Reglstrar of So- |
| -_c1et1es ruling.

-~ out of politics and I don’t even read
. “the newspapers because - some’
e news may stir your emotions.”

o formatron of Malaysia, Wong
Malaysmns had yet to ,“rlghtly
~ Tecognis i

. ‘part of Malaysia and. enjoyed the

AL T == H
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S j__ernmentm 1981 when Tan Sri Ta1b
"~ Mahmud replaced his uncle, Tan |

~ through Malaysia, and FIRDAUS ABDULLAH :

4hi
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Wong remamed a forrmdable

SNAP was eventua]ly deregls

“T'm-ahappy: man now. I'm totally

"On the 44th anniversary. of the

said

e” the historic date.
‘He said Sarawak was lucky
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te be
fruits of development, but that did

- notmeanthatthe people hadto gwe
- _upthelrrlghts B

“Tm happy that 1 made the rlght

decision to not only support the for-
- mation of Malaysia but also to have

gathered the people of Limbang,

- “and Sarawak in general, to support
,.the formation of Malaysia, . -

“We were facing the threat of

- communism and the risk of being

- over-run by Indonesian forces

~ when the British left in 1963, but all
" that was put to rest when Malaysmf
 wasformed and we started march-
_3*:_mg together asa sovereign nation.”

Wong said he doubted that

'7 | f-Sarawak could have surwved let

® - alone achieve what it has today, if

- leaye their colonies inthe r
.. ‘the late 1950s and had approached
f‘commumty
- themselves-to eventua]ly take over

Oppesmen unul 1976 but Weng
'-g ef the_-j;}f“ -suffered ‘a- pehtlcal ‘backlash. that -
- -saw him end up in the Kamuntmg

detentlen centrein Perak.

“In 1974, some people in the state

Jtion. I'was eventually ‘detained un-
| der the ISA (Internal Securlty Act).

- “In the early 1960s, T risked- my
hfe 10 convince peeple to support -
‘theformation of Malaysia, butsome -
‘who jumnped into the picture much -

......

" later-made wild allegauens and I
,_landed in Kamuntlng

He later served in various capac -_;_"-j.;
ltles during British rule and in the |

They convinced. Tun Razak (sec-

end prnne m]mster

“Wongwas eventually released

. -Wong remained as SNAP. deputy
: 'presuient He later assumed the

pres1dency and Jomed the state gcv-

to the na-. -

- Ma.laysm

whlchl’m 'un- - eight -children, said the younger'

; " generation should show a greater |
| -when Tun Hussein Onn became theu |
. third prime minister in 1976

~"the people had voted agalnst the
| _xformatlen of Malaysia. =~ -

-He said the British were read to  5
‘egion in

leaders to organise-

+the- adnumstratlon and pohtlcs ef

| thelr land. -

After: the Federamn cf Malaya,:
gamed its independence in- 1957,
. the British mooted the idea of form- _-
-ing Malaysia, with Sarawak, North
-Bernee (Sabah) and Singapore. - .
~ “There were 'subtle moves. from

.BI'ltlSh senior officers who had, on -

“many instances, suggested the idea
“to- Sarawak and  Sabah before

-Tunku (Tunku Abdul - Rahman) -

~ made an open suggestmn in Slnga-_ .-
pere in1961.-

“We in Sarawak and North Bor-
nee ‘were aware -of ‘this eventual
"move and had started reparlngi-
~the g:round for the blrth cf .

. “Wong, whe has been marrled te_ f
Valerle Beng for 57 years: ¢ ‘and has |

- appreciation of the natlen with 1ts-
dwersnyand richhistory, - = - . |
- "Happy birthday Malaysia, and f
-may Sarawak continue to prosper ]
“together with Sabah and the ether |
states,” he sa;ld I
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