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KUALA LUMPUR Her ﬁrst'-

‘name will re1se eyebrows
Malayme
~.More so thlS month as the

country celebrates 1ts 50th an- .

mversary 's

Bt even: 1n Canada Where :

4—year -old Merdeka, Kathleen.
‘LicYean: Miles resides, the -

child. gets her sha,re of atten--f-rf.:.

llOIl.

Canadlans are both puzzled
‘and intrigued When they hear
‘herfirstname. =

They . -usually - respond by
askmg | “Sorry ‘what is it
again?” or “how do you spell
that?”, "~ said her = father .
Melaysre—born Cherles Kim:
Miles; 34,ina telephone inter- -

view from his home in Pltt'-
L home

Meadows, British Columbia:

-1t is-also common for them

to nnspronounce her name.

“We patiently repeat it end :

spell it and then wait when the
name - is .mispronounced
again,” sald her mother Joan-
na, a Canadian with an- En-
gllsh family background

-Canadians are, however
fu]l of praise ‘when the couple
explaln that the neme means

mdependence” " A
~ Merdeka likes: her na,me

andi is proud of it although she -
has not gresped 1ts connota-,

tlon -

1t was the ﬁrst tthg
le arnt to write, said Joanna.

- She was named Merdeka. to

remmd her that her roots are”

partlally in MeleySIa said

Charles who is half Ba,be Ny-_

she’

on a end he]fCaucaSIan Al
“We ‘wanted to- m'.__’i{ e sure
" her heritage is woven into her
name and that she under-

stends that part of who she is
comes from the values and
_traditions that I was exposed
“to when 1. was growing up,’

-said Charles, a freelance cme--- |

matogra, her.-

‘Merdeka, who has not been
to Malaysia, is most- often
called “Deka or “Deks” at

“Her pet name. 1s Poochle
but when we calt her Merdeka
‘Miles she knows she S 1n trou-
ble said Joanna. - »
The couple have been awa,y
from Malaysia for nearly 10
- years but are tryin ying their best
toreturnthisyear, - -
Merdeka’s paternel grend-
father Ted Miles, 80, is hoping
to see his. only grandchlld for

the first time.

‘1 really hope they can
come [ haven t'seen them for.
nine.- years as my tra,ye]hng
days are over,” said Ted, ‘who -
talks to Merdeka often over -
‘the. phone aid keeps three al-
bums ofher photographs

“The former: principal of Tay- |

lor’ s College, he has laid out
hJS pla,ns for hlS first meetmg

Wlth hjs renddaughter

- He said he weuld take
Merdeka, e,round Bentong,

“where her father grew up and

~also where Ted 5pent ma,ny-_

happy yea,rs

Cha.rles saJd he wes roud
of his - Malaysren herltage
w]:uch is always a conversation -
. “piece -among -his Cana,dlan
-. f[‘lBIldS andcolleagues, " . "
| We cent W&lt to ws1t Ive

Four-year-
. old Merdeka
"""7:;Kathleen Li- -

Yean: Mlles
-with' her
: mother S
:EJoanna
;_’-Mlles

promlsed Iny W]fe We ll go to
our favourite place in Pulau -
Perhentla;n ‘and I've promised
Deka - that Tl take ‘her
Snorke]hng there, so we're
qmte motlvated - he sald
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