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tion’s history.

-_'IT is arguably the cradle of
both ancient. and mederzz
Malaysia. |

There canbe httle ar
what defines Malaysia today

eststate — Malacca

Tts size has never really mat- - -
tered in terms of being thelo-~ |
‘cation for the events that g

changed the course of the na-

~The “only eXceptlcn per-

haps, would be duringits gold-
en age in the 1600s, when -

Malacca’s reach in terms of
economiics and trade extend-

ed far heyend its current bor- -

ders. - |
Portuguese Writer_
Pires wrote that “Whoever is

‘lord of Malacca has his hand
-on the throat of Venice... forin-
Malacca, they give garlic and
- onions more than musk, ben-
‘zonin and other precious

things”.- - -
'And this is Why Melacca is

special to Malaysians: It has

who matter S

Tt - all - began . j wlth
Parameswara. (later Sultan
Iskandar Shah), in-the 1400s,
who' started Malacca on the

_journey to the most glorious

period of its history when it
was a respecied name in
much of the world.

Vast forward to i?eb 20 |

- Tem-.

gument-- " :?
over the fact that much of

took placein the secondsmall- -~ &
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__ Tun Tan Cheﬁg Lock

1956 when: the nation’s ﬁrst_':_
. prime minister, Tunku Abdul
Rahman Putra Al-Haj, an-

nounced the date: of mdepen-
dence.

There are also cther events
- and personalities in Malacca
who have contributed to the
~growth of the nation and 1ts

peeple

1t is the heme state of two
" statesmen-— Tun Tan Cheng
history, character and people"

Lock, an MCA founding father

- who also led the campaign for

independence; "and his son,

- Tun Tan Siew Sin, a distin-

*guished fermer fmance II]]I]lS -
ter. - - -

Malacca is- also where thef '.

' Independence Obelisk (with

the alphabet “M” which

stands for Merdeka) is located.
. Accordmg tc the book The Cul-

. tion’,
- book. |
‘Malacea, fer the modern-'-
- day local, is a state steeped in
history and rich in culture due -
gofraces. It
has a wealth of architecture
from its colonial past aed is
umiquely Malaysian. |
 ‘Where else can one find a-
- modern five-star hotel within -
‘minutes of a 16th century Por- -

'.tuml Meltmg Pot h Reberti_
~Tan Sin:Nyen, the cbehsk in:
- Dataran - Pahlawan . &gmﬁes‘j_
.-the place. where the last unique .
. British resident commissioner

of Malacea, ‘H.G. Hammett,
. handed the instrument of in-
“.dependence to the first local - ~ thie*best known minority na-
tionwide; a people who have
. evolved over time to become
-- _'fu]ly Malaysian and yet man-
- aging to retain thelr 16th cen-

geverncr of Malacca Tun -
R leong. Yew Koh, on Aug
" ©31,1957. -
e - Ttwas alse on thJs ﬁeld that_.
more than 50,000 people wel- -
comed Tunku Abdul Rahman
and his entourage on Feh 20,
1956, on their return from -
England after negotiating for

the country’s independence.

the colonial masters, gave the

B Jeyeus shouts of ‘Merdeka’.

“There was one eutstandmg

‘banner with an eye- catching-
_ caption, ‘Di bawah runtuhan
Kota Melaka, kita dirikan ne-
-gara bahri’ which means

‘Within the ruins of the Fort of

Malacca we form a new na-

"

to the interminglin
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“It was on this ﬁeld that the

Tocals, right under the noses of *  Stadthuys, -
* town hall which is today the -
_oldest Dutch building m the

Far East.

| other

Robert wrcte m hrs )
: ‘communities — the Baba and

Wé’( 'w‘z/”’\t\tm’f’

| tuguese burldmg a restored -
~/16th century ga]leen beside a
5 besy thereaghfare and a.

| _community - that
- speaks  16th - century. Per-*
f...tuguese‘? o

. The: Pertuguese are by fa:r

tury charm.

“Malaccans of Dutch and '; --
British origin also add to the

colourtul cultural mosaic that -

the state represents

The most imposing rehc of
the Duich period is the
a striking pink

Next to it stands the brlght
red Christ Church, construct-
ed with pink bricks imported

“from Holland and covered

with local red lacerite.
The state is also home to fwo
unique homegrown

Nyonya. (a mix of Chinese and
Malays) and the Chitty (a mix
of Tamils, Malays and Chl-

nese)..

The Baba and Nyon a have
spread their wings far-and

wide, having moved around-

the country and abroad with

-their  charming sub{:tﬂture
~and patets :

As fer the Glrutty

trlbutlens to the state.

“They  are-a small greup *

whose uniqueness in terms of

~ culture and language - (they
speak -a mix of Malay and
~ Tamil) is being threatened by -
_the cultural strength of the
- Tamils. .-
. Most are centred in Kam— '.
- pung Chitty in Gajah Betang,
while the Portuguese stay in
- the Portuguese Settlement in-

Ujeng Pasir.
According to Malacca Inter-

Technology  president  Prof

- Emeritus Datuk Mohd Viisoff
" Hashim, most historians pre-
sumed that Parameswara was
aname. -

~ “He:- was alse one of |

Temasek’s (Singapore) rulers.

Temasek had four rulers and -
“they were all descendents of
Srivijaya royalty. Parameswara

was aftitle, and notaname.”
Most Malaysians also know

- Malacca as the home of the
five “Hang” — Hang ‘Tuah,
Hang Jebat, Hang Kasturi,
Hang Lekir and Hang Lekiu —
who stood with the sultan

-against all his foes,
Hang ' Tuah, especially,
stands today in Malay folklore

-asa symbel of 10yalty

(net tc he

ccnfused ‘with . the money--
‘lending commumity called the -
~Chettiar), they are still poorly
‘doc¢umented desplte thelr con-

‘the
~ Parameswara’s dogs.

- bearmg most known ﬂags

How d1d Malaeca get 1ts" :

'name‘?

‘The jury '15 out on thJs with .

numerous versions of the GI'I- '
gmsofthename o |

Mohd Yusoff sald

’Parameswara was supposed
to have been leaning against a

tree when' his hunting degs

‘went after a white mousedeer.

‘Instead of being ﬁ'lghtened
mousedeer kr{:ked_ |

“Parameswara took this as a i

,- goed sign and asked his minis-
_ters what the naine of the {ree
was. They told him ‘Malacca’
-and he named 1t such he
| - said. -

national  Islamic- Ce]lege of

There is some debate (m' '-
whether Parameswara be- -

“came a Muslim.

Contrary to hlstery reperts
said Yusoff, Parameswara

" never embraced Islam., -

“He lived and died a Hmdu '

I was his son, Megat Iskandar

‘Shah, the second ruler of
| Malacca who embraced Is-
'lam "hesaid.

According to Yuseﬁ ‘the

~ population of Malacca had

grown from 1,000 in the early
15th century to 190,000 less -
than 100 yearslater.

He said Malacca exerted a
tremendous effect on the

‘world in the 15th century and
-by the 16th century, it had he- .

come a port of call for ship ps
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