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E Former deputy prlme mmlster Tun Ghafar Baba

i
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kept a diary of events that led to’ Merdeka. They
~provide a gllmpse of how things were in the run-
up to the nation’s most important day 50 years
ago. His son, Datuk Tamrin Ghafar Baba, shares
JhlS father 5 dlanes w:th SONIA RAMACHANDRAN

'ON Jan 1, 1956, 10,000 people gath

ered at the Singapore port to send off
the Alliance’s “Merdeka dele gation”.

Among those present was former
- deputy prime minister Tun Ghafar
-Baba, then the Malacca, Umno chalr«- .

man. -
n the statesman S dla,rles obtamed

.from his son Datuk Tamrin Ghafar, |
Ghafar had written: “We left Raffles -
Hotel at 2.45pm and when we ar-

rived at the port, it was raining heav-
ily. With no thought of the rain, the
.ra,kya,t continued to march on, shout*
_mg ‘Merdeka, Merdeka’.
“Before departing on the ship MV |
Asia - at 5pm Tunku dehvered a

‘speech. He shed tears while speaking.

‘and the rakyat cried along with him.”
- Ghafar’s writings were also whim-
sical, as shown by an entry on J an 1 2 _-
1956 about a coconut tree, |
“The coconut tree was in Kt;iele
Sunga;l Baru in Malacca. It was only
siX months old hut was already rlpe
‘with fruit.
~ “The tree had been planted on July

27, 1955 to commemorate the first |

federal elections, and the first time it
bore fruit was on Aug 1, 1956, the.
~date the Merdeka delegatlon Ted by
Tunku Abdul Rahman left for Lenden

1o demand for independence. A co-

conut tree will usually fruit when itis

‘byearsold.”

In his personal Jettmgs pubhshedq

by Tamrin in a book called Peni-

tianku, Ghafar said the Merdeka del- -

egation left by the MV Asia to Karachi

'  Malaysiaku G "

Where they teek a piane to Lenden

Lancaster House in Lendon
In his diary,

However, Tunku S arrwa,l was dew-

' layed by more than nine hours, re-

sulting in an emergency meeting on
Feb 18 between the Umno, MCA-and

~ the MIC to discuss the. repercuseions

of the delay.

. “On Feb 19, there was a meetmg’
Where the time for Tunku’ S speech
“was changed from 2.30pm en Feb19
to 11amthe next day. |
~“Until two in the morning, another |
~ Umno Youth leader and I were busy
finding outstation buses to ferry
‘ple from the outskirts of Malacca, to
Padang Bandar Hilir later that day,”

peo-

wrote Ghafar, whe died on Aprﬂ 23'

il ‘lastyear.

On Feb 20, 1956, Ghafar said the

~Meérdeka delegation arrived in
“Malacca from London and were
- greeted by more than 100,000 people
- from all over the country.
“As the chairman of the functten I

first mvited MCA chairman (Tun) Tan

-Cheng Lock to speak, followed by MIC
|- president (Tum) V.T. Sa,mba,nthan and-
- then Datuk Panghma Bukit Gentang

of Perak.

“Before Imwted Tunku, Isaid a few-

dise-
| bebken kerenah mje Mekzk{z jatuh

words: 450 tahun dahulu

Ghafar said he re-

“ceived a telegrem from Tunku on Feb-

7,1956 saying the negotiations which -

began on Jan 18 were “eempletely -

- successful”.

~That night, a meetmg was held at
- Rumah MCA to prepare for Tmﬂm S
~ returnon Feb 19. |

Tunku Abdul Rahman readmg the proclamatlon for the date of Merdeka at a huge gathermg in Padang Bandar

_ dian, hari-ini seorang anak Raja

- berjiwa mkyazt datang menyela-.
_matkan kita (Because of the antics of

“rulers, Malacca fell to the Portuguese * -

o *450years ago. Today, 450 years later, @ o
- -aprince with the people at heart has - -
- __J"-._eome to save us),” said Ghafar, T e

__H:hr Malacca on Feb 20 1956. BeS|de Tunku is (Tun) Ghafar Baba

ke mngan Portugzs 450 tahun kemu_ |y

“Tunku then announced Aug 31 | i

1957 as the date for Merdeka —two - ..
- _.years earlier than promised et the
B 1955 federal elections. -

-~ “The whole field reverberated wzth |
- cheers of ‘Merdeka’ and applause |
- There were many who were crymg_

openly,” said Ghafar. =
After his speech, the Tunku 51gned

- the declaratlon of the date for Merde-
. .ka S
- On Feb § (Tunkus blrthday) the -

“He borrewed my red fountain pen S
Merdeka agreement was 51gned at

to do so. Although it was a cheap pen,
it was a part of that historic event. Be-
fore Tunku put down his si
" he added the words Insya Allah (God |
| W]]hng) at the end of the declaration. -

“Tunku was also presented a kris,

| _.whlch was supposed to be Hang Ta-
‘ah’s kris rumoured to-be 100 years_j s

old,” said Ghafar, -

'As Merdeka drew near, ‘Ghafar -y
had a slight Husunderstandmg with
Tunku about the appointment of the - .
Afirstgovernor of Malacca. = |
- "Tunku wanted (Tun) Leong Yew
~ Koh, a MCA strongman, to hold the :
-~ post. Iwanted the first governor to be
a Malay. The Tunku rejeeted my sug- :

gestlon
“I did not know abeut the agree-

- ment between Tunku and the British
that the governor for Penang had to
“be a Malay while the chief miinister
‘had to be a Chinese. For Malacea, it
“was the reverse. This rule was only
supposed te be fe]iewed once after )

Merdeka

.~ Ghafar said he also headed a-com-
miittee to design the Malacca logo and
flag to replace the Union Jack. He al- -

80 spoke about how he felt the first

time he saw the Umon Jaek bemg]*
- lowered. )
“At 4pm on Aug 30, 1957, 1 was
‘told that a few Britons were gathered
- at Padang Bandar Hilir to watch the

Union Jack being lowered.

“ILdidn’t know about the mmdent as.
_i;here was no announcement before-

hand. To watch the Union Jack being

lowered was a moment that T had =
,-—dreamt about. Se Iqmckly got mto a

gneture .-

. trlshaw and rushed to that place L
“Ireached there just as two British
navy officers were lowering the
Union Jack. The flag was folded and
- carried to a ship that was waiting to

take it back to England. I felt a deep

-sense of satisfaction to see the flag
being taken away from our 5011 " he-
“said.

Ghafar said he left for K‘tia]&

~ Lumpur that same night as the Umno

“Youth was lowering the Union Jack at
- midnight at the Sultan Abdul Samad
~building. .

The next day, it ramed ehghtly, he

_eald

- “Everyone was present at Stadlwn |
| "Merdeke mcludmg the Malay rulers,
and the queen’s representative who

was the Duke of Gloucester.

“The rain subsequently etopped "

and the sun came out to welcome the

- historic day. Tunku read the Merdeka
- declaration which was followed by
shouts of ‘Merdeka’. The British ﬂag |
“was lowered and the Federation of

Malaya flag was raised. Negaraku
was also sung for the first time by
theusands of Malayans g |

- Datuk Tamrin
‘Ghafar Baba,
holdinga
picture of .

¥ Tun Ghafar
. Baba,-says his
- father was a
le‘ving and-
caring man

Gha,far wrete abeut the spirit ofne-

-~ gotiation and co- eperatlon between
the parties.

In one entry on Jan 12, 1955, he
wrote: “Umno and MCA held negotia-

tions "at Cheng Lock’s home on

Heeren Street in Malacca. -
“The talks were about the Chnwse |

__teaehers wanting Mandarin to be an

official language of the country.”
The outcome ‘of the disciissions

“seemed to be fruitful, as the diary
said the meeting concluded with the_

MCA withdrawing its proposal.
Another example was an entry of a

| meetmgenMay4and5 1955 ofafun

fair being organised Jjointly- by the

- Umno and the MCA.

Tamrin, who gets emotional when' |
he speaks about his father, said the
leader was areserved person. .

- “However, the minute we touched
on the topic of Umno or pehtieal mat-
ters, there would be a sparkle in his

~eyes and he would get ammated and

talk for hours. That was his passion
and the only way we could gethim o
talk. He was a loving and caring fa-

-ther and we Imss him a lot ”
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