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was. a controversml ﬁgure,’
whether as colomal CNll ser—

Smgapore after’f., € se exrle a charget’
Malay51a n1965. .o -~ In his book. Speaal Guest The

- Aziz was, in fact thi _letentwn_m'?Malaysme ine |
of the pre-war Kesatuan 'Melayu ‘Mirister -he “describes ---m'

Muda (KMM) to have servedin the irreconcilable” differénces w1th the g
1955 and:: post*Merdeka ‘Cabinets. Tunku and the events that led to hlS |
under TlIl'll(Ll“ Abdl]l Rahman Be- | uent
een~.1955 and- 1963, he: C

‘Was: the k
or'Agriculture-and Co-oper—
atwes He re51gned from the Cabinet
due to 1rrecenc11able dlfferences with
the Tunku ancl other Cabmet... f c"‘l—

L3

Mlnlster of

o,

-a" result not much is kn__ewn
rele 'h the

Opment t0 lmpl‘ov_e thealivles
farmers and ﬁsher_men were’ 1mp: .

5 t ' "‘-f?.::-:slmllar' ﬂarté”

strug:gle fori
the newspaper Utusan Mel ' yu‘_‘
-__-polltlcal ar_ena when hewas head

~Umno: .and- __'Selangor
1mp0rtant aspect Alllance in ;t_ae mid:1950s. when the -
pohtlcal bargammg among the

katan Melayuf.{
was refusedf

'i:Alhance partners:were:struck. - 2 1gby.iz.the;:;iS;;peeia]‘*f-Bi"ane 1

: It was through journalism that Aziz Gerarn was erltlcal
lndoneSIan “fr‘“'”“tahon be me widely known in Malaya. He
_ wrote feature artlcles on Umno on:




>, FROMPAGEI®
~ acceptable to Onn nor the Tunku |

.forrned in 1951 by Onn, Aziz became deputy

chairman of the IMP's Kuala Lumpur branch
and contested the 1952 elections in Sentul but -

| 'lost to the Alhance candidate.

In the same year, he left the IMP due to per—-"

- sonal differences with Onn. Upon the Tunku’s

1953,

Aziz then held nnportant positions w1th1n-' 1
Umno and the Alliance. In 1953, he was
appointed to the Alliance Round Table Confe- L
- rence that called for an early general electlon 1n' o

Malaya.

 In 1955, he was appomted head of Selangor |
Umno and chairman of the Selangor Alliance.
- He was very much involved in drafting the 1955
" Alliance manifesto for the general election held-
'that year; the manifesto covered issues such as

‘Malay language, agnculture economy educa-
‘tion, and finance.

‘In the elections, he stood on the Alhance tlck--
et and won in Kuala Langat. He faced a-Parti -

__'Negara candidate, a former schoolmate, -

Degpite official backing for Parti Negara, -

“including from the - colonial police force, the

Alliance went on to win the first national elec—',

tlons taklng 51 of the 52 seats.

- Earlier in September 1954, Aziz had cam-

_ palgned actively with the Tunku in the -
- Terengganu election which was won by the
- Alliance desplt’e open support for Part1 Negara..__

| by the British. -
Aziz was appolnted Mlnlster of

. Tun Abdul Razak to
work among the rural folk, especially the set-

-ting up .of co-operatives to elnmnate the B

| explortatlon by middlemen. -
The year 1955 saw a growmg rift between

Tunku and Abdul Razak who was overall 1n
.'charge of rural development |
Azlz S blunt cnt1c15ms of mlnlsters such as-

Soaallst who could notsee
' "-eye W|th bmet mates

- When the Independence of Malaya Party was |7 >AZIZ S bllll“l'l'

the wearmg of
| uniforms, did not

_.encouragement, he reJomed Umno in Apnl. . |

Agnculture'
~and Co-eperatives, a ggst he kept until 1963,
note of Aziz's useful

' crmmsms of

ministers, such as

| endear himwell
Wl'l'h_'l'he Tunku« |

" the wearmg of umforrns dld not endear hnn'

‘well with the Tunku. ~

- He was also unhappy at the Alllance S

neglect of the 1955 manifesto due to the exu-

-berant push for political independence. |
“In his memoirs, Aziz claimed that the 1955

_.Cablnet was beset with: policy differences on
_ various_issues, including the replacement of

expatriate British™ officers with Malayans or

- Malayanisation. Aziz was equally passionate on
. press freedom that he clanned had been eroded

after 1955,
< Aziz resrgned from the Cabmet m 1963 after *

he was transferred to the Health Mlnlstry Soon

after he was expelled from Umno. :
Perhaps there was no place fora socralrst ina

- Cabinet that was pursuing capitalistic policies

- and firmly committed to upholding a free-mar-

- ket economy. He turned down all subsequent

- offers of state and federal awards. Yet one can-

“not deny his contnbutlons n the struggle for
-. -11ndependence o o

> Abu Tahb Ahmad is Professor of sttory at

- ~Universiti Sains Malaysia and author of Malay-

Muslims, Islam and the Rising Sun: 1941-4. The
Aziz with his Cabinet colleagues, notably the

Founding Fathers' series is coordinated by Dr
Joseph Fernando- of Universiti Malaya, Kuala
“Lumpur, and Research Edttor Dr Lee Kam Hing
( leekh@thestar com. my) | -
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