By TENGKU BUDRIAH
TENGKU ISMAIL

N THE early 19605 the country
'was ruled by the two Putras:

- ku Syed Putra who was the King,
-and Tunku ‘Abdul Rahrnan Putra
| the Prime Minister, -

~_The ascension took everyone by

surpnse One day, as my husband
~was_playing | tenms in Arau he
| recetved a call

'my husband Almarhum Tuan- |
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lt was the Prrme Mlnlster Tun—_'_,'__’.'j'}'. £

o ku Abdul Rahman on the line.

‘He said: “Tuanku, as Deputy_-f} N
ng you: miist- get ready to.come - DRI

-~ to. Kuala’ Lumpur immediately.

The King is: seriously- ill. Please""i'.

 bring along thrngs enough for one .__;,If N

rnonth's stay.”. - |
_Soon after we arrlved m Kuala; o
Lumpur the King passed away.
-So, what was supposed.to have
- been a month’s stay turned ouit to
bea full ﬁve years stay forus!

Excerpt from S,
Prmce Among Men

':: Publtshed by Al‘klb Negara

LR L T e e T
L —Y
T .. .

e
e

. 'f'.

= e A
- T Lo :
D T - . -

oL

b ;f'f.j’__statesman who “left the: routine,
:;.‘=:aclm1nlstrat1ve '_};;?_atters of govem— - sla had to happen on Aug 9, 1965,
| 'ment largely in the hands of able
.-_leaders ‘whom  he personally

Good frlemls..

Tengku. Budriah

~and her husband

“the late Tuanku

. Syed Putra |bn|
Syed Hassan

“Jamalullail, .

. visiting a fratl

. “Tunku Abdul -

' Rahman at the

~  Penang

B Gleneagles

. Medical Centre in_

February 1990

The royal c”ouple

remained good

friends with the

first prime

minister long'

after they had

- left the Istana

' Negaraand -

Tunkuhad

stepped down

from office. — -

Natlonal Archlves_ :

Many years later Alrnarhum ' ku Syed Putra became known as'

Tuanku Syed Putra recalled: “l was
“not sure what was going to happen
- and whiether I could complete my
~term of office, It was a challenge. =
Everythlng was new to'me, and I -
~was young, just going on 40. The
- ruling systern was new, andnoone
~ knew how things were to be done.
Fortunately, for me and the coun-"
“try, things wentwell, thanksto the
“Tunku and his team of ministers. |
- became the first ng to complete
rny terrn of oﬁ'lcel W
1-Was.:a’ Vrsronary ancl

_chose and- l:uste_d _whlle he con—-
centratecl onthe larger issues. .

- It took the new King some t1me
to reahse this.“When. Altharhum "
“Tuanku Syerl itra first became

the Yang d1-Pertuan Agong, the

‘unkt usedﬁto turn up at Istana °

| '“Negara every Wednesday morm-

‘ing-at 9am for Cabinet bneﬁng,
“and the King used to ask Tunku
rnany questlons Co
‘Onone such occasion, ]llSt before
he left Istana - Negara, Tunku -
qutpped' “The next time youwaskme -
-a lot of questions, I'li send Tan S1ew
Sm" {the then Finance Minister). -
“The two Putras did not care’
much for protocol. Both of them
-were able to Taugh off any slights
S without showmg the least trace of
annoyance RN ae
Tused to: remmd Tunku “Never
-assume people - are: deliberately
-rude when they do not offer the
respect due to ahead of s..,"{}*"'te Atis
always better to assume th ysam—
- ply do not know that: they arenot
- acting accordmg to" protocol.” In -
-accepting this, we \yere much
happter people. S
“ The ‘exception perhaps was 1n
matters of foreign diplemacy.

Rulers are the best of arnbas- ..

saclors and 'the ceremonious €x-

changes bety ?-?}_een soveretgns and
“Heads of States are.bound'to gen-
erate goodwﬂl among ‘nations

“This was. ‘important for an
emergmg country like ours,

-In the beginning of his relgn
the ng did «not share Tunku'’s -
interest in golf. But Tunku, who-
was: hlmself a late. starter, (pre- -
valled) SO much so the (Selangor-

- Golf) Club was bestowed the title

_“Royal” and is today’ known as the
Royal Selangor Golf Club |

In‘September 1963, Malay51a
was formed and Alrnarhum Tuan-

- the last King of Malaya, the first.
King of Malaysia-and-the only
~King' that Smgapore has ever had o
m modern history. -
~The Stadium Negara the Parhae_ |
ment House, the'Natiohal Museum, -
- the Subang International- Airport;
- the 'National Mosque . and “the
- wharves at Klang Straits represent-
‘some of the milestones of progress B
Wl'llCh marked our happy reign. -
-But-‘there were sad times- as_.
well Almarhum Tuanku Syed'
“Putra was perturbed that the sep-
- aration of Singapore from Malay-

just_three ~weeks before “the.
Merdeka celebrations, and about—-._
~one month before he left office. He -
could sense the (same) sadness in"
Tunku couplecl by the psychologi--
“catburden of our lmmlnent depar- .
ture from Kuala Lumpur. -
 They kept the relatlonshtp allve
to thé last’ yeals of Tunku's life. We-
od tovisit Tunku at his Ayer Rajah

T(now Jalan Tunku Abdul Rahman) _'

" home in Penang, as well as his sea-
s1de bungalow at Tanjong Bungah.
-Even as we talked, people of all

-taces used to come by. There was

no formality, no protocol.
‘At the University Sains: Malay—

'51a convocation dinner hosted by

_ Almarhum Tuanku Syed Putra in
-his honour, Tunku made a power-
“ful impression with hlS adv1ce for

“the young graduates:

~ “You ‘must always remember
that no matter how high you climb-
up, you ‘must come'down the same
~way. Be good to those you meet on
_fthe way up. When you come-
-down, you will meet. thern ‘again,
“unless -of course you decide to.
jump down and break your neck!”

‘As the Yang di-Pertuan Agong,c
Almarhum Tuanku Syed Putra was -
~ proud -that all ‘ministers worked
together as-a team in happy har-
_meny. Tunku himself commented
“ later: “That 'was how we used. to-
feel hke real comrade—ln—arms

Her Royol Htghness Tengku Budnoh
- Almarhum Tengku Ismail, the Raja
- Perempuan Besar of -Perlis, is origi-

nally from the royal household of

_____

lmks to the Kelantan palace

- During the reign of her tate hus-—
band, Raja’ .of Perlis Tuanku - Syed
 Putra-ibni Syed Hassan Jamalullailas
the thlrd Yang dt-Pertuan Agong' ._



	STAR-14/08/2007S

