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PETALING JAYA He was A reporter
from - Singapore “parachuted” to-
- 'Malaya for a few months to cover. the
brrth of a nation.. =

_.However, Felix Abrsheganaclen; 84

had such an enriching eXperrence
that he took up citizenship in- 1965
after Singapore split from Malaysia.

" He brought his wife and four chrl—
dren along.: . LR

“Felix said the momentum leadrng
to the - Independence‘ declaratron
started months earlier. .

-A contest was held to choose the
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natronal anthem b F ol

“Tunku (Abdul Rahman) person:
ally hstened to the short__lrsted
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--:;-had marchmg tunes.f,

because they
" Tunku said- ‘Malaya:

was a peaceful

much ?drfferent from today- s;,.
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ducrng the condom as

subject then as'rt is now- e
- “We asked Tunku how he would
get rural folks to accept the con-
dom? Tunku was. silent for a while, -
“then" replred that it would not be -
AV St e
- “Tunku said the rural folks were
good Muslims. They would put on .
the condoms as requrred but they
would later cut'a hole on it.

“For example, the dllemma of ',1n'tro-

natron and not' about to g0 to.war. -

-fof famr-—- |
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Felrx remembers some 10 000
people making their way to the -
. Selangor Club Padang (now Dataran
 Merdeka) to join the countdown on.
the night of Aug 30, 1957, B
~When the clock stiuck mrdmght
shouts of Merdeka! resounded. -
“Malays Chinese, Indians reached
out to clasp the hands of those next

tfa them rn'_‘sh er hapbl
. “Standing
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n the mid rof s'u'éh"ha
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| By then;- extrted Uthno Youth -
members had horsted Tunku on their

“shoulders," many shoutmg Bapa
_Malay51a S TR, T L
- “Before. that there had been refer-*

ence to Tunku as __apa Malaysra but

.__sron to become a Malaysran

““The country is the legacy .-froma
group ‘of multiracial leaders sincere .
-in wantrng to- burld a_ note/worth
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