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_that more empha,ﬂs be glven to Malaysra Day, so that the people of Sa‘_, ah and Sara,Wa 3 too wﬂl feel a sense 5'.-; *H;

‘We st oo

nahonhood

the- little girl" admires -the trger

| I N 3 sarnpan berng rowed uprrver

head  tattoo"on her father's calf.
Her mother tells her it isa syrnbol of

strength and courage.

~"“Ah; so that is why you mamed
‘Apar { ather) g sard httle grrl waggrng
_her finger. :

~ The.- famrly goes to a bank in a
small town. where -they deposrt

- some money and the mother teach=

“es the daughter “that rnoney is not
everythrng R

- Fash forward a:rd the httle grrl 15
.a grown woman: |

- She:is returnrng home late from
work and” her mother- is ‘worried. "
Over: the mobile phone, the daUghter

assures her mother that “the person” -

she.is with, is Malaysian. In fact he
reminds her a lot of Apai. - P
The mother asks if the person 1s
rrch and the "daughter - answers:
“Mother, didn’t you always tell me
that money.isn't everything?”" = -

In_ the_background behind her

head; thé name of a local bank is
_-'prommently displayed, wrt:h the lrt
logo of the tiger's head. -

 Jti$ a charming advertrsement
I_unfortunately aired so briefly that -
“many may ‘have misséd- it. But it’s
“real .chatm_lay not in the com:ept
~alone but that the conversatlon ‘Was
conducted totally m lban wrth
'-Enghsh subtrties REVEIRE

“of their local press: articles.

It was not so much that they

wanted to observe Sept 16 instead of
“ Aug 31 but that both-should be cele-
- brated ~equally, - ‘perhaps” with a =
_natronal holiday to mark the signifi- -
~cance of the. annrversary of the for-—--_-' )

matron of Malaysza

ThlS year therr main objectron_=__

O apparently was the slogan “50 years
T ef nationhood.”. =~ __
3 ... “How-canit be 50 years of natron—s- |
- -request- to ‘make: the day a natronal:-i y
o hohday to Cabinet. E
. Deputy Prime. Mrnlster Datuk Ser1 L
|~ Simon Sipaon from Sabah at a youth '-'j__--_“Najrb Tun Razak had said then, as he -
'_.;.---workshop entitled: National -Inte-"
| 2 e gration - Challenges Ahead in the rtm-___."-

At last the Ibans are comrng of—
age at least on-national television. .
“ Starting with that ethnic group, per- -
-haps other hngurstrc groups, too, -
- would  be drawn 1nto the rnam-"-
--:..:.stream |
- This was ini the run up to Malaysra‘f-“
Day ‘Compared - with- the effusive, g
-elaborate, perhaps slightly over-the--
~ top frenzy accorded to the Merdeka
_celebrations of Aug 31 all'across the
-::pemnsula the live telecast of the'

f'"f__"_'--'-f:hood when Malaysia was not even
- | . formed yet ‘at"that time?” said.
w1 deputy chairman of Subhakam Tan Sti. -

up to Aug 31

| ;pants from Sabah and Sarawak, .
- When - founding . father- Tunku'_‘-*'
_‘]Abdul Rahman negotiated the forma-
. tion of Malaysia, he charactenstrcally'
- gave: his. word that the ethnic groups
- would be: treated. fairly. Heé trusted:
“the. people from Sabah and: Sarawak
and they in turn trusted him,
| Sabah Jeaders ‘such as Tun Iatu_._'
- lauinching of the year—long Malaysra ©-Mustapha:Datu Harun and Tun Fuad
- Merdeka celebrations ity Kuchmg on (Donald) . “Stephens, -as ~well " as- -
Sept 10 was relatively low-key.. . -
-~ -Resentment has been percolatmgf
_m ‘Sabah ‘and Sarawak ‘over- the

~marking of Sept 16, as seen by somet__f o

- Sarawak’s Temenggong ‘Jugah anak"if_...,
Barreng,, were not just his contempo—”x-;
- raries. They were his friends. - |
“Thus; a lot of things were not |
- writtérrin black and white,” recalled. -
‘Datuk Amar ]ames Wong, former
- president ‘of the now defunct Sara-
“-wak ‘National Patty and: the only
remaining survivor of these involved

m the Malaysra Agreement. talks, -

. The importance of Sept 16 to the,f
people of Sabah-and Sarawak was
'_.rarsed in September last year when

- Itwasa sentlrnent echoed repeat—,-_f:_-a. __
edly later over tea by other partrcr-

reiterated this ‘month, that even:
‘though Sept 16 wasa very important -
_day, Aug 31 would remain the coun~"
1t1ys apex celebration, . - .-
“Recently, leaders of various: par--
: -l._"_,jtres on both sides of the political
- divide on the pemnsula ‘have again
'suggested that ‘more emphasrs be
-given to- Malaysra Day, so that: the.”
“-people of these two' states, too wrll‘:
'_-ifeel a sense of nationhood. - e
- But feelings of margmahsatroni_;.-
- rundeeper thanthe resentment that .
is felt when manifestations of thelr-
- aburst of fireworks. It marks the first
- thoughtful " strides . towards the: -
_future with purpose and dlI‘ECtlml

culture are used merely as a tourlst
attraction. = |

The feehngs arise- from the per—f'_""__
_ception that state rights embodiedin - ,
_-how gracious a mark of solidarity it
“would then be if six :years hence, -
‘when Malaysia turns 50, its citizens -
" were ;to ‘celebrate _Sept 16-as THE

_ the 20-point agreement have been.
-slowly whittled - down -over - the "
“decades. They also-see federal ead-
ers’ treating ‘Sabah and- Sarawak asz‘_ E
o Natlonal Day, whilesA
.gema;ns as Merdeka our day of free-,

_]I.IS'[ another state in Malaysia.

- Today’s Sarawak and-Sabah Iead—_
“ers insist they are riot. The two states
. became independent within Malay—:- |
‘sia but formed the new nation as ;_Sabah and- Sarawak it would be the
- single, most srgmﬁcant srgn of lnte--‘*i

:::_'-gratl(jl'l __:‘ ; el :._

equal partners of then Malaya They
were not absorbed mto Malaya to:_.__}.

| .Culture Arts and Herrtage Mrnrster-—:;ﬁ_
-~ 'Datuk’ Seri -Dr. Rais. Yatim urged =~
Sabah ‘leaders ‘to- bring up- their. - Murut and Dusun, whe had mltlally-.

“{.resrsted the ‘idea, have put up.an ']

becorne an expanded Malaysza

Jn . Kenmgau ‘the - 1nd1genous;“ﬂ‘

“oath stone” to. commemorete the:

state’s decision ‘to -form Maldysia, -
And each year, -the -local: people
renew that pledge, hopmg that the
federal government will reassure;_-
| -_._thern by Upholdlng its part. .

“Nostalgia is precious, 1t is W&I‘Hl}_f_:.;

and comforting, like a family-album-.
‘of beloved heroes and’ never-again
“achievements, 1t has its ‘place inthe -
~hearts of all Malaysians because the -
indignities of colonial rule were felt;
~ by all'the people on both sides of the
- South China Sea. The fight against -
‘that “common-enemy” wasa shared
'-';_struggle whatever the date, - o

For a nation, turning 50s. not ]LlSt"-{j_"'

As-a reflection of that. maturity,

ug 31 forever

“For. our: brothers and srsters m
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