MOHAN
“you doing on Thursday -

‘when they were enacting the S

lowu“mg of the Union Jack
on the eve of Aug 31,1957
“at the Selangor Padang, now:

known as Da[aran Mcrdeka o

thmg oY

Mohan And Where were -
yau on the eve ol Aug 31, 1957
ﬁ[ty years.ago? e

Zain: In a house in a-

Furopean-owned rubber estate”

not far from Sungai Petani in'
central Kedah. My fdl;her was a
mechanic there.

. Mohan: What Wcre you '
domg'?

- Zain: As the Um(m Jack Was |

bemg lowered? Sleeping. I wgs

told to sleep ear]y as 1 had to go
school the next day - Merdeka

Day We had to march:to the

town padang 10 join, chlldren

- from the other schools, |

wﬂagers and estate workers
‘Azman: No radlo? |
Zaln: Yt.,s we had [hlS

huge German set, (Jrundlg

It could receive broadcasts -

- from London Tﬁronto New

“Delhi, Rangoon, Hongkong and
~ orange juice, a 50 sen note and
~acinema ticket to the Queen’s
theatre. Wow! For many of us
. it'was a real treat. At once we
. made a beeline for the Queen’s.

. We watched a documentary of

~ Sir Edmund Hillary’s conquest
of Mount Everest and a cartoon

- feature, Peter Pan. I went home

Salgon and so on quite clearly. -
Mohan Bul, you dldn’t stay
up9 ¥

Zam* No [ don’t thmk
oth ers.in the estate did. Mosl
“of the Worker‘s were Indians
“but there were some Mal ays
“and Chmese* Only two ot ;_ g
_three families had radios.
‘Also few were aware thal;
th ere was going to be such an :
‘event in Kuala Lumpur that

. evening. Most were happy thal; 7

- they needn’t work on Aug 31
= comphments of the eslate
owners - -dnd on top of thdt get

'-;:?'_;Iﬁ,gu,, What Were

Zmn Watchmg Lhe Whole i
B o festwmeb 30 i

'.'happencd atithes e
Spadangl \

" The only other Ume
Iwasatsucha -
huge gathering was
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a free ride to town
-on the estate lorries - &
“to participate in R
the Merdeka day - -

Azman: thn

Zaimn: It was a
'huge gathering.

' WhatTheySay

the padang on Aug 5t
1957? You seemed to. have
- veered off into dnother
el gathermg e
o Zain: Sorry. As
| wearrived we were
.. each given two ﬂags

 flag and the flag of* -

. Kedah. Somebody

. read the Declaratmn of
lnd@pendence And thf,,n

four years earlier

-"m 1953. I was m

‘Year Two then.

" The galhermg was ’u) mark the
i ,coronatlon of Queen Elizabeth
1. As we arrived we were gwcn
~two flags -- the Union Jack and
. the Federation of Malaya flag -
- - and a medal which we pmned
Dol ,_I:o our shirt pocket. Someone,
 read the speech of the queen

and following that we sang God

. save the Queen. And we waved
- theflags. Afier the ceremony
~was over, we were each glven |

a bun, a bottle of "Green Spot"

-happy, and in my heart thankcd

. the young queen for it. The
-~ medal was still where I had

_pinned it on and my hands st:ﬂ]

~ clutehed the two flags as [ sal in

- the bus taking me home.
Ch(mg What happent,d at

by Zalnon Ahmad

 we sang the Negaraku.

- We shouted Merdeka
 seven times with lots 0[

_ enthusiasm and gusto and

- Waved our flags. We received a bun -
and a bottle of '"Green Spot' orange
;.]ulce ‘Thats all. Buil that was Lneﬂgh
-as. there WE“I’E‘: free foed everywhof(,

R

““main street of the small town, Jalan sl
o thrahim, Unlike in 1953, the town was
| .'j'v";:;-_____rl;.gaily decorated with huntmg and ﬂags T
and crowded with workers from the
- -;",Ij’;;..'::fEumpean -owned and Chinese- owned
3__..;5._. rubber estates and Malay villages.
.-':'-:-:_M@5t ‘people greeted each other Wlth |
- raised fists and shouts of “Merdeka".
~ Many restaurants gave free ll,lIICth,
.f-';'ft.;-'- ‘and free air banduﬁg and syrup were
- available at numerous street stalls. -
And from 1hese ebtabhshments musm

- - = Fedgration of Mdla_yéﬂ o

-was exutemem and enthusiasm

E‘i?u‘yom, looked Pleﬁsed and happy,

Gspema]ly those 1 met along’ the

blared
Chong The hdppmess was real'f‘
- Zain: As far as | could tell. There *

about running their own affairs

'_ % themaelves There was hope Lhat

._._.-all thelr leadeI 5 had told them and
. promised them about the future of .
--';:"-i‘—.-;:,,:Lhelr Il’llllll—]f"a(}ldl natmn Was gomg to

be Haloer 20 .
Chong D:td y()u see mmﬂar
excuf-mem, enthusiasm and h@p@ |
on the faces of people you saw on

'*';-:’"I‘hurqdaY and-briday? o0 oo I

Zain: Some,; But Ihen we have

i ’pI‘U.gI essed. There is no denying that.
~ We are rwh and count ourselves
~among the top 20 trading nation in

._-‘th(; » world. There are also very few

people wha are absolutely poor. We
have a population' of about 26 million
people and many univérsities as well

-~ almost a university for each million
i --;peOplei. We are a democratic country
& _-and the holdmg of regtﬂar election
; -,every feur to. ﬁve years attests to this.
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